
Whole School Newsletter  

Friday 12th February 2021  
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Today, we broke up for half term.  School - both physically and virtually - will be closed to all 

children for one week. The new half term will begin on Monday 22nd February when the building will 

re-open only to vulnerable children and those of critical workers; remote learning will be provided for 

all other children.  Sadly, it has been a long time since all Meridian children and grown-ups were 

together under one roof.  I do hope that we will be back together again soon and I will let you know 

the plans for wider reopening as soon as anything concrete is confirmed by the government.  In the 

meantime... as I said in my whole school assembly this week (and may have mentioned once or twice 

before!), Meridian is not merely the bricks and mortar of the building; it is all the children and 

grown-ups who are part of our school.  As such, wherever we all are, we remain very much part of the 

Meridian Community.   

 

As we arrive at half term, it is worth reflecting on what we have achieved together in the first few 

weeks of 2021: despite the challenges of lockdown, parents/carers have done a fantastic job of 

supporting children’s learning at home.  Thank you for all your support - for answering our phone calls, 

‘depositing’ your children in Google Meets, allowing us virtually into your homes, supporting activities, 

and uploading photos, videos and much more!  The work on Google Classroom is a delight.  

 

Today, I happily lost time with Jane looking at all the lovely work on Chinese New Year that 

Foundation Stage children have uploaded to Google Classroom as part of their ‘Understanding the 

World’ learning.  What an important part of the curriculum this is.  In the children’s book, ‘The Little 

Black Fish’, by Samad Behrangi, Little Black Fish longs to swim over the edge of his pool to explore the 

world but his mother tells him, ‘Our stream is the world!’   Little Black Fish believes there is more to 

see and learn about so he ‘... slid down the waterfall - wheee! - to fall into a deep still pool, quite 

different from the stream he had just left…  The world had so many new things to show him.  How 

many more new things might he find before he found the end of the stream?’ 

 

I believe that one of the key strengths of our school community is the rich diversity of its members - 

the value that we place on individuality and the emphasis we place on celebrating differences.  Indeed, 

in the words of Piglet in Winnie-the-Pooh (A.A. Milne), ‘The things that make me different are the 

things that make me, me’.  I hope you agree, it is through continuing to learn about and value ourselves 

and others, that we strengthen our sense of self and that we strengthen our community.   

 

Thank you to the five parents who have nominated themselves to be a Parent Governor at Meridian 

and support our community in this way.  We are delighted with the level of interest.  Governors 

provide a vital role in the school so please do take part in the ballot via www.mi-vote.com - you have 

until 1pm on Friday 26th
 February 2021 to vote and more details are below. 

 

Over half term, RBG are providing food vouchers via the Post Office for children eligible for free 

school meals.  Sharon has emailed details to relevant families.  If you have not received the details, 

please email the school. 

 

I do hope that everyone in your family remains well during half term.  However, should your 

child receive a positive Covid-19 test (whether they are showing symptoms or not), please do 

remember to email us straight away at sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk   

 

Happy Chinese New Year to everyone in our school community who is celebrating today and over the 

next week, and a special thank you to Allison and Abigail for helping me with my assembly!  And… happy 

half term - I hope you manage to get some time to rest.   

 

My very best wishes, 

Jo 

 

Jo Graham, Headteacher 

http://www.mi-vote.com/
mailto:sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk


What have our Foundation Stage children been learning about at home and at school in 

the curriculum area Understanding the World? 

Nursery and Reception children learn to make sense of their physical world and their community 

through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about different people and places.  This week, 

they have had great fun learning all about Chinese New Year.  They have shown amazing creativity in 

lots of different ways: check out Bea’s fabulous lantern, Art and Eli’s brilliant dragons, Alice’s 

incredible shadow puppet and some freeze frames from Reina and Mireya’s wonderful dance inspired by 

the twelve animals of the story ‘The Great Race’! 

 

Reception children also thought 

about similarities and 

differences between England 

and China, and sorted buildings 

and landmarks in Beijing and 

London.   

What have our KS1 and KS2 children been learning about at home and at school in RE? 

Year 1 and Year 2 have been 

very reflective while learning 

all about Islam this half 

term.  They found out about 

the five pillars of Islam and 

thought about why they are 

so important for Muslims. 

Children also learnt some 

Islamic stories, such as the 

‘The Prophet and the Ants’ 

and ‘The Crying Camel’, which 

teach us about the importance of caring for all animals, no 

matter how big or small they are.  Evelyn shared a very 

interesting and informative video demonstrating how she 

plays with and nurtures her cat, Francine! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 and Year 4 have been learning about Sikhism.  They have learnt that one of the most important 

Sikh beliefs is that everyone is equal (one of our Meridian values!) and that Sikhs believe your actions 

are important, so you should lead a good life by serving others and being generous to those less 

fortunate than you.  Children read and listened to the story of Guru Gobind Singh and Bhai Kanhaiya, 

who tended to the wounded on the battlefield and was caught giving water to enemy soldiers. 

 

 

By reflecting on a newspaper article about the Sikh charities that made food for lorry drivers who 

were stuck on the motorway in Kent before Christmas, children thought about how Sikhs today put the 

Gurus’ teachings into practice. 

 

 

Children also thought about 

acts of generosity that they 

can do to help the people in 

their lives.  Can you tell from 

the photos how the children 

learning in school at the 

moment are being generous to 

each other? 

This term, Year 5 and Year 6 have been learning about 

Christianity, with a particular focus on local places of 

worship.  Having explored some of the different Christian 

places of worship in our local area and across London, 

Wiktoria thought carefully about their similarities and 

differences.  Phoebe drew a very detailed map of the city 

churches and observed that some churches are more modern 

and some are more colourful than others.  When considering the 

physical characteristics of churches and cathedrals, Tyrus 

noticed that all of them have a cross, and Keira spotted that 

they often have long lines of chairs but have structural 

differences in their design.  

 

This week, both classes had the opportunity to go on a virtual 

trip to Westminster Abbey!  Before the trip began, Tyrus said 

that he wanted to find out ‘everything there is to know’ and 

Keira wanted to discover why the abbey is so famous! 

 

Through their computer screens at 

home and in school, children entered 

Westminster Abbey and explored the 

different parts that make up the 

cross-shaped building - including sections that are usually off limits to visitors! 

By having a good look around and through discussion with a learning officer 

from the abbey, they learnt a lot about Christian worship and celebrations. 

Enjoy looking at some of the screenshots from their trip below! 



Year 5 & Year 6’s virtual trip to Westminster Abbey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Payments 

Thank you for the payments received this term for monies owing on dinners, Breakfast Club and Play Club. 

If you have received a text or a phone call in the last two weeks, please log into your child’s account to make 

a payment against any balances which are owing.  

Please note that for those children who are currently attending before and after school provision, 

attendance for the week will be added to Parent Pay on the following Monday.  

The cost of school dinners for Spring Term 1 is £79.75 (based on 

£2.75 per day/£13.75 per week) but is free for children in Reception, 

Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school meals.  Please note 

that dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay. 

If you need your Parent Pay registration details resending, please contact the office and Tina or Sharon will 

be happy to email it to you.  

Parent Governor Election 

Our Chair of Governors, Matthew Filbee, wrote to parents/carers in the Autumn Term about the current 

Parent Governor vacancy on Meridian’s Governing Body.  Nominations were invited and as we received more 

nominations than the number of vacancies, a secret ballot has to be held.  Since the nominations process was 

completed, a further vacancy has arisen. 

Given the current need for social distancing, the secret ballot is being conducted electronically as 

instructed below.  Every parent of a registered pupil at the school is eligible to vote.  Emails inviting you to 

vote have been sent to individual email addresses and, for those families where we only have one email 

address, your email will include 2 voting buttons, one for each parent/carer. 

To access the ballot and review the personal statements from the candidates, please use our election 

website, which you can access by visiting www.mi-vote.com and inputting your unique voting code which was 

included in the email.  

Please read the instructions before taking part.  The voting website is open 24 hours a day and closes at 

13:00 on Friday 26th
 February 2021. 

To guarantee your vote is counted, please cast your vote by that time.  The election will be decided by a 

simple majority of votes cast.  In the event of a tie, lots will be drawn. 

If you do require assistance accessing the voting site, please contact Mi-Voice, the organisation supporting 

the School with this process, by email support@mi-voice.com or telephone +44 (0) 2380 763 987. 

Half Term Fun: Tiny Animals - Big Adventures 

 

Over the half term holidays, Greenwich Park is hoping to offer children and families 

some light relief with their free online play-along session.  

  

Join for an interactive play session and adventure in the undergrowth from the 

comfort of your own homes: wriggling, hopping and flying as well as puppeteering, 

imagining and making noise as you explore the trials of being a tiny bug in a huge park...  

 

To register your interest, email: play@royalparks.org.uk or follow the online link: Tiny Animals, Big 

Adventures - The Royal Parks  

mailto:play@royalparks.org.uk
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/tiny-animals-big-adventures?&f.Park%7CB=&f.Price%7CD=Free&meta_d1year=2021&meta_d1month=Feb&meta_d1day=10&sort=metaS
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/tiny-animals-big-adventures?&f.Park%7CB=&f.Price%7CD=Free&meta_d1year=2021&meta_d1month=Feb&meta_d1day=10&sort=metaS


 
 
 
 
 
 

Free meals for children during school holidays 

The Council is ensuring that regular meals are provided for children and young people 

within the borough during the school holidays. Meals will be served at multiple locations 

across the borough, meaning that nutritious meals are readily available and families 

continue to receive support outside of school term time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date   Venue  Time  

Monday 

February 15   

Woolwich Library   

Plumstead Centre  

Thamesmere Leisure Centre  

Greenwich Centre  

Eltham Centre  

Sutcliffe Park   

12pm - 1pm   

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12.30pm - 1.30pm  

Tuesday 

February 16  

Woolwich Library   

Plumstead Centre  

Thamesmere Leisure Centre  

Greenwich Centre  

Eltham Centre  

Sutcliffe Park  

  

12pm - 1pm   

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12.30pm - 1.30pm  

  

Wednesday 

February 17   

Woolwich Library   

Plumstead Centre  

Thamesmere Leisure Centre  

Greenwich Centre  

Eltham Centre  

Sutcliffe Park  

   

12pm - 1pm   

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12.30pm - 1.30pm  

  

Thursday 

February 18  

Woolwich Library   

Plumstead Centre  

Thamesmere Leisure Centre  

Greenwich Centre  

Eltham Centre  

Sutcliffe Park  

  

12pm - 1pm   

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12.30pm - 1.30pm  

  

Friday 

February 19  

Woolwich Library   

Plumstead Centre  

Thamesmere Leisure Centre  

Greenwich Centre  

Eltham Centre  

Sutcliffe Park  

  

12pm - 1pm   

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm - 1pm  

12pm -1pm  

12.30pm -1.30pm  

  



Community Hub  

The Greenwich Community Hub links thousands of volunteers 

with opportunities to help people who are most in need of 

support. If you cannot go out and do not have any family, 

friends or neighbours around to talk to or help you, then 

contact the Greenwich Community Hub.   

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200329/coronavirus/2209/co

mmunity_hub  

They can support you with: 

● food 

● keeping your mind and body healthy 

● money issues 

● housing 

● employment, volunteering and training 

● advice about staying warm and well in winter 

● social activities 

Request support online 

You can also request support by: 

● calling free on 0800 470 4831 (Monday to Saturday, 8:30am to 6pm) 

● emailing covid19support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200329/coronavirus/2209/community_hub
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200329/coronavirus/2209/community_hub
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200329/coronavirus/2209/community_hub
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/xfp/form/526

