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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

As we approach half term, you might imagine that the children are starting to flag a little. 

As I watched them race around the playground today, it appears this is not yet the case! 

Year 1 and 2 children were also showing vitality in the classroom during our virtual whole 

school assembly this morning.  Now they have classroom webcams, they were excited to 

see themselves on the screen - waving very enthusiastically and talking equally 

enthusiastically about Dr Charlotte Armah.   

 

Courtesy of FROMS, and as part of our celebration of Black History Month, we welcomed 

the company ‘Grounded Movement’ into our playground twice today via Greenwich Dance. 

As they warmed up with stretches and countless push-ups, a member of staff remarked 

wistfully on their energy levels.  KS2 children were so mesmerised by the performance 

that they were almost still for about 10 minutes although a few children couldn’t stop 

themselves dancing along.  “What do you think it’s about?” asked the choreographer at the 

end.  “Black history…. Dancing… How Black people have been treated… Equality…” came the 

replies.  I was impressed.  KS1 and Reception class will have a chance to see the 

performance next week.  Thank you to Holly for making it happen. 

 

Covid alert level ‘high’ 

As Covid persists, we continue to find a way through these challenging times together. 

From Saturday 17th October, all London boroughs are moving into the Covid alert level 

‘high’.  I am sure that many of you may have had a range of reactions to this announcement 

but, as we move into this period of tighter restrictions, I am pleased to say that the 

school will continue to remain open for all children.  By working together to follow the new 

guidance, I am sure we can continue to keep all members of our school community as safe 

as possible. 

 

Full information on Covid alert level ‘high’ can be found my clicking here: 

Local COVID alert level: high - GOV.UK and some key information from this gov.uk website 

is below. 

 

You must not meet socially with friends and family indoors in any setting unless you live with them or 

have formed a support bubble with them. This includes private homes, and any other indoor venues 

such as pubs and restaurants. 

A support bubble is where a household with one adult joins with another household. Households in that 

support bubble can still visit each other, stay overnight, and visit public places together. 

Informal childcare can also be provided via childcare bubbles. Find out more about childcare bubbles 

below. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-support-bubble-with-another-household
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-support-bubble-with-another-household
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high#childcare


You may continue to see friends and family you do not live with (or have not formed a support bubble 

with) outside, including in a garden or other outdoor space. When you do so, you must not meet in a 

group of more than 6. This limit of 6 includes children of any age.  

When meeting friends and family you should: 

● follow social distancing rules 

● limit how many different people you see socially over a short period of time 

 

Childcare 

The following people can provide childcare support in private homes and gardens 

● registered childcare providers, including nannies 

● people in your support bubble 

● people in your childcare bubble 

A childcare bubble is where someone in one household provides informal (unpaid and unregistered) 

childcare to a child aged 13 or under in another household. For any given childcare bubble, this must 

always be between the same 2 households. 

Friends or family who do not live with you and are not part of a support or childcare bubble must not 

visit your home to help with childcare. Childcare bubbles are to be used to provide childcare only, and 

not for the purposes of different households mixing where they are otherwise not allowed to do so. 

 

Because of the changes outlined above, from Monday 19th October, children can only be 

dropped off and collected from school by parents and cannot be collected by other friends 

and relatives unless they share a ‘childcare bubble’ or ‘support bubble’.  If your child is in a 

childcare or support bubble with another parent, please let the school office know as soon 

as possible.  

 

I do hope you enjoy reading about what your children have been learning about this week. 

Have a restful weekend.  

 

Very best wishes, 

Jo  

Jo Graham - Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What have our children been learning about this week? 

This week, during Black History Month, children learnt 

about Black Britons who have achieved highly within the 

field of Science and Maths.  Jo’s assembly on Monday 

was about Kate Adebola Okikiolu, a mathematician who was born in England.  When 

she was at school, Kate was good at lots of things - athletics, art and maths - but she 

chose to study maths at university.  She continues to learn all about maths, to answer 

maths questions and to teach others.  While learning about inspirational Black 

scientists in class, children also thought about their own aspirations for the future. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing


Nursery and Reception children really 

enjoyed learning about the renowned space 

scientist Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock.  They 

then became space scientists themselves 

for the week and had fun finding out all 

about space and the planets!   

 

Year 1 and Year 2 have been learning about the scientist Dr Charlotte 

Armah.  Charlotte is a nutritional biochemist who is investigating how 

broccoli can help protect our bodies from illnesses such as heart disease 

or cancer.  Children learnt about 

what makes a balanced diet and 

looked at broccoli close up with 

magnifying glasses.  They then made 

posters to persuade younger children to 

eat more broccoli! 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 and Year 4 have been 

learning about scientist and air 

pollution expert Dr Mark 

Richards.  Children were 

inspired by Mark’s realisation 

that he could be a scientist 

even when the people around 

him thought he couldn’t.  They 

thought about their own 

aspirations and how a blue 

plaque outside the school 

might recognise their 

achievements in the future!  

Year 5 and Year 6 have been 

exploring the life and career of 

Professor Dame Elizabeth Anionwu. 
A nurse and professor of nursing, 

Elizabeth established the UK’s first 

sickle cell and thalassaemia 

counselling centre. 

Children discussed 

how when Elizabeth 

joined her field as a 

nurse, there were no Black ward 

sisters in her hospital and how her 

persistence paved the way for 

others.   

 

They were inspired by Elizabeth’s 

significant contribution to society 

through her career in STEM (Science, 

Technology, 

Engineering & 

Maths) and by 

being an advocate 

for minority 

communities. 

With Elizabeth’s ambition in mind, children then 

researched and explored different STEM careers 

and thought about how they too could make a 

difference. 



 
 
 

 

Greenwich Dance  

Three characters - Blackout, Selfie and Spirit of Jazz - told a story through 

dance of the evolution of Black music and dance culture from the ragtime 

roots of the 1890s to contemporary grime. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Secondary School Applications 
 

A reminder for Year 6 parents that the deadline for applying 

for secondary schools is Saturday 31st October 2020. 

Please submit your application earlier as there will be no 

online support available from 6pm on Friday 30th October. 

 

Primary School Applications 
 

A reminder to Nursery parents to apply for a primary school 

place by 15th January 2021. More details at  

Primary school admission guide | Apply for a primary school 

place 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Help with applications 
 

If parents carers require any help or advice in relation to 

their applications, please talk to Jo. Alternatively, you can 

attend an online session with the Royal Borough of 

Greenwich: 
 

RBG Secondary Admissions online session: Monday 26 

October - Friday 30 October 2020 10am - 12pm 

  

RBG Primary Admissions online session: Monday 11 January 

- Friday 15 January 2021  

10am - 12pm 

 

To book a 30 minute online slot please contact the Families 

Information Service helpline on 020 8921 6921 or email 

fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk. You will be sent joining details 

once booked on. 

  

For further details, contact the Families Information 

Service 

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200234/children_young_peo

ple_and_families/1980/families_information_service 
 

FROMS Update 

A reminder that the FROMS AGM will 

be held by Zoom on Monday 19th 

October at 1.45pm.  Please see the 

poster below for more information.  

Nursery parents and carers 

If you would like to keep in touch with 

your Class reps, Christina and 

Stephanie, and receive regular updates 

about all FROMS activities, you are 

invited to join the class WhatsApp 

group. To opt in, please email your 

telephone details along with your name 

and child’s name to 

stephanie.tourbier@gmail.com. 
 

Designer Christmas Cards 

Children across school will be designing 

their own Christmas cards—artwork will 

be sent home to parents before the 

half term break.    If you want to 

purchase cards with your child’s design, 

you will have until midnight on 12th 
November to place an online order. 

Please note you will need to return the 

artwork to school by Wednesday 4th 
November for any orders placed. 

Without your child’s artwork, the 

company cannot print your orders!  

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200234/children_young_people_and_families/1980/families_information_service
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200234/children_young_people_and_families/1980/families_information_service
http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200234/children_young_people_and_families/1980/families_information_service
http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200234/children_young_people_and_families/1980/families_information_service
http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200234/children_young_people_and_families/1980/families_information_service
mailto:stephanie.tourbier@gmail.com


Payments 

Please log into your Parent Pay accounts to pay any money owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club 

etc. Thank you. 

The cost of school dinners for each Autumn half term is £96.25.  Thank you for the payments received 

this week for dinners.  Please can all remaining parents/carers make their payment as soon as possible 

based on the amounts texted to you.   

If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you 

will need to supply a packed lunch from home instead.  If you have any financial concerns, please 

contact the school office. 
 

Term Dates 

 Friday 23rd October: Autumn Term 1 ends 

Half Term holiday: Monday 26th—Friday 30th October inclusive 

Monday 2nd November: Autumn Term 2 starts for children 

Friday 18th December: Last day of Autumn Term 2 

Christmas break: Monday 21st Dec 2020—Friday 1st January 2021 inclusive 

 INSET Day 3: Monday 4th January 2021 

Tuesday 5th January 2021: Spring Term 1 starts 

Trinity Laban: Animate Online 28th - 30th October 

  

Do you play any instrument or are starting to make music digitally? Do you want to join other 

adventurous young musicians to connect and collaborate on-screen, and create music as an ensemble?  

 

Led by an expert Trinity Laban tutor team, this three-day online Animate Orchestra project will 

culminate in an online ensemble recording. 

 

This project is aimed at all curious and creative young musicians aged 9-14, whether you’re completely 

new to Animate, or have taken part in a project previously.   

 

Priority will be given to young people based in South East London, and in particular from Greenwich. 

 

£25 per person / £12.50 sibling discount / £8 if in receipt of Pupil Premium or Free School Meals. 

 

To apply to take part in Animate Online, please fill in the application form which can be found at:  

 

https://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/take-part/for-children-young-people/music-children-and-youth/animate

-online/?dm_t=0,0,0,0,0  

 

The deadline for applications is Monday 19th October.  Places on the course are limited, so Trinity 

Laban may not be able to offer everyone a place; they will aim to let everyone know if their application 

has been successful by Wednesday 21st
 October at the latest.  For more information, please click on 

the link above or email animate@trinitylaban.ac.uk 

https://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/take-part/for-children-young-people/music-children-and-youth/animate-online/?dm_t=0,0,0,0,0
https://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/take-part/for-children-young-people/music-children-and-youth/animate-online/?dm_t=0,0,0,0,0


 

 


