
Whole School Newsletter

Friday 18th June 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

It’s been an eventful week at school.  Sadly, as she was waiting outside of the school one evening, a

parent had her phone stolen by someone going past on a bicycle.  This matter has been reported to the

police and, although this is the first time such an incident has taken place here, please do remain vigilant.

On a more positive community note, thank you and very well done to FROMS and all the children and

parents involved in the Meridian Spring Clean Challenge (photos below).  As well as tidying up the

neighbourhood, this initiative has raised an incredible £755 so far.  Monies raised will buy Computing

equipment to support classroom learning.  If you would like to sponsor this event, please visit

https://uk.gofundme.com/f/the-meridian-spring-clean-challenge?qid=f810d5ff4662754eca5de118eaf7d9fc

Meridian is an inclusive learning community which values individuality and celebrates differences.

Following on from our successful Deaf Awareness Week last half term, our Meridian Dyslexia

Awareness Week got off to a great start with Ali’s whole school assembly.  Ali, our SENCo (Special

Educational Needs Coordinator), shared a video of her interviewing Tallulah, a very creative dyslexic

teenager.  Tallulah spoke about her strengths, some of the things that she finds difficult and the kinds

of things that help her.  Children then spent time flexing their Meridian Learning Muscles - reflecting on

their own strengths and considering how resourceful they can be in overcoming any barriers to learning

they may have.

Dyslexia is a learning difference and is not linked to intelligence.  It affects how the brain handles

information we see and hear.  People with dyslexia primarily face difficulties in reading and spelling

but may also have difficulties in remembering things, organising themselves and concentrating.  They

may also have strengths in areas such as design, problem solving, creativity, interactive skills and

oral skills.  Every dyslexic is different!  More information can be found on the British Dyslexia

Association website British Dyslexia Association or by talking to our SENCO, Ali Golds.  By thinking

about what it means to be dyslexic and reflecting on themselves as learners, children gain a better

understanding of themselves and others, their strengths and difficulties.

In addition to the Meridian squirrels who appear to have joined our school community, on my way through

the playground today, I spotted a snail making its way happily through some artfully arranged leaves on a

picnic table - someone was enjoying the wet weather! Maybe the artist who created the nature table

was from KS1.  Year 1 and 2 children have certainly done a fabulous job of creating collaborative sea life

murals linked to their Geography topic.  Elizabeth now needs to find somewhere spacious to display them!

On Monday, we were talking about sunscreen; by Friday, there was a gushing drainpipe and an abundance

of wellingtons and umbrellas in the playground!  As I’m sure the sun will return, I thought it would be

worth clarifying that we do encourage children to come into school with sunscreen applied on sunny days.

And yes, it’s a good idea to send some sunscreen into school in your child’s bag so they can reapply it at

lunchtime.  Thank you for your support with this. No doubt the storms forecast for later this evening

will provide children with good preparation for next week - on Monday and Tuesday, visiting drama

specialist, Sue Harding, will immerse children in The Tempest through a ‘story whoosh’.  And so our Arts

Festival begins...

Best wishes,

Jo Jo Graham, Headteacher

https://uk.gofundme.com/f/the-meridian-spring-clean-challenge?qid=f810d5ff4662754eca5de118eaf7d9fc
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk


During Meridian Dyslexia Awareness Week, what have our children been learning?

Nursery and Reception reflected on their strengths

(things that they are good at) and areas for

development (things that they are still learning to do).

Playing to their strengths, and demonstrating excellent

nurture, children then did their best to help a friend

get better at something that they can find a bit tricky!

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 really enjoyed meeting Tallulah through Ali’s

assembly and considering how we all learn differently. In their classes, they

began by discussing the things they enjoy doing, their strengths and their areas

for development.  They then reflected on how they learn best: the resources

that can help them, ways that adults can support them and what they can do to

help themselves.  Children used these reflections to produce their very own

‘Learning Profiles’ which will be shared with their new teachers in September!





Nursery places

We have morning places available in the Nursery from September 2021.  We can

also accommodate the ‘30 hours’ offer for those children who are eligible.

Chargeable top up places are available so that part-time children can attend for

more sessions.

If you know someone who is looking for a Nursery place - either on a part time or

full time basis - please contact Sharon in the office for more information or email

sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk.

Diary Dates

Virtual Parents’ Evenings: Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th July

Friday, 23rd July - Last day of 2020-21 school year

Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts

on Parent Pay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

Dinner Accounts

A reminder that payment for school dinners should be made in advance; the cost of dinners for Summer

Term 2 is 34 days x £2.75 = £93.50

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no
charge for dinners.

As dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay, please contact Sharon or Tina in the school office

to get an up-to-date balance.

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Sharon by calling the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.


