
 

Whole School Newsletter 

Friday 11th December 2020  

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

New Beginnings 
 
 

On the playground this week, a parent drew my attention to an item in the news - the first person in the 

world, a grandmother of 90, had just received a coronavirus vaccination.  I went home that evening and 

watched this historic moment with my family.  Whilst I know that we still have some way to go in our 

battle against Covid, after such an extraordinary and challenging year, it was certainly a moment to savour. 

Most importantly, it does, I hope, signify a new beginning.   

 

New beginnings of a different kind are on the horizon for several members 

of our staff team.  After a teaching career of almost 20 years, Ann Ashtari 

will be retiring at Christmas.  Ann has worked in school as both a class 

teacher and a Teacher of the Deaf and has touched the lives of many 

children and their families.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

Ann for her contribution to Meridian over the years and the difference she 

has made to both deaf and mainstream children.  We wish Ann all the best 

as she embarks on her retirement; she assures me that she will keep in 

touch. 

 

As we look to 2021, Abi (Year 2 teacher) and Giles (Year 5/6 teacher) are 

awaiting new beginnings of their own - both are expecting babies in the new 

year!  I am sure you will join me in congratulating them and we very much look 

forward to hearing about their new additions. 

 

Whilst we are not currently in a position to recruit a new Teacher of the Deaf, 

we will keep this under review.  After Christmas, Y4 will come back together 

again as a full class, led by Year 4 class teacher, Jeff.  The Y3/Y4 deaf 

children will be taught by Jane W (Lead ToD) alongside some of their hearing 

peers.  In addition, Jane S (Deputy Head) will provide additional support for 

some of the Y3/4 children through targeted interventions.   

 

We have appointed Amy Thomas to cover Abi’s maternity leave in Year 2 from 

January and, having visited her new class, Amy is really looking forward to 

becoming part of the Meridian community.  I’m sure you will all make her very 

welcome. 

 

Christmas 
 
 

Thanks to Donna and her team, the children (and staff) thoroughly enjoyed their Christmas dinner this 

week!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for the orders you have placed for the children’s Enterprise Week products.  We really do 

appreciate your support in our fundraising efforts.  The deadline for all orders is the end of the school 

day on Tuesday 15th December.  You are of course allowed to buy products from all year groups, not 

just your child’s class and, if you need a little persuading, the children’s adverts are on Google Classroom! 

To avoid disappointment, The Magical Parcel Company (aka Year 3) has asked me to tell you that they have 

sold out of their Letterbox Gift Parcels and Year 1 have told me that they have sold out of their Hip Hop 

Wrapping Paper!  We will announce the winning class - the one who has made the most profit - as soon as 

possible. 

 

Class teachers are currently preparing a short Christmas video treat for parents/carers to watch on 

Google Classroom.  This will be a performance poem/story presented by the children and will be uploaded 

to Google Classroom next Thursday.  Please check you can access Google Classroom so that you do not miss 

out. 

 

Our last day of term is Thursday 17th December and school will finish at the usual times.  The children 

will have Christmas party games on this day.  Please do not send in party food from home; instead FROMS 

will be providing special chocolatey treats for the children.  If your child has food allergies and needs an 

alternative edible treat, please email Angela Findlay (FROMS) at angela.findlay@bt.com by next Tuesday.  

 

Whilst I hope you have a healthy Christmas, should your child test positive for Covid over the 

Christmas holidays, please do let the school know by emailing sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk  We 

will be checking this email account up to and including 23rd December.  If your child tests positive 
for Covid after 23rd December, please contact NHS Test and Trace directly.   

 

Support for families over Christmas 
 

 

RBG have asked me to pass on the following information.  The Council and local community are coming 

together to support families over the winter.  Greenwich Together for Winter will include:   

● Breakfast and activity bags for over 8,000 children going to Royal Greenwich Primary Schools, 

Early Years settings and Children’s Centres providing breakfast every day of the Christmas 

holidays.   

● A food and utilities payment at Christmas and February 2021 half term to families who are on free 

school meals   

● Holiday meal provision throughout Christmas holidays at 6 different locations throughout the 

borough.  

 

Sharon has contacted eligible Meridian families regarding the breakfast bags and food payment (more info 

below).  If you think you may have been missed or require more information, please let Sharon know. 

 

Have a restful weekend. 

 

Best wishes, 

Jo  

Jo Graham, Headteacher 
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What have our children been learning about this week? 

This school year, children have been taking part in daily exercise in addition to developing physical control, 

movement and co-ordination through weekly P.E. lessons.  Here is a glimpse into this week’s Physical 
Development (Nursery and Reception) and P.E. (Y1-Y6) curriculum. 

The Nursery children have been setting themselves 

physical challenges.  They have been developing their 

upper body strength and muscles in their arms by 

climbing to the top of their challenging ‘clamber 

climber’. 

 

The children also built 

their own ‘transporter 

bridge’ and supported 

each other to negotiate 

the tricky bits.  

 

 

Reception have enjoyed climbing over, under and 

along the climbing apparatus in their outdoor 

classroom.  This has been great for developing the 

muscles in their arms and legs and keeping the 

children healthy and strong! 

In order to develop their fine 

motor skills, the children have 

been wrapping, twisting, 

bending and threading pipe 

cleaners to make decorations 

for their beautiful handmade 

Christmas tree.   

 

Year 1 have been practising their gymnastic skills by 

bouncing, jumping and landing.  They know that bending 

their knees and using their arms can help them to do this 

more safely.  Children tried to see how small they could 

make their bodies by crouching down and curling up 

tightly and then exploding into wide shapes.  They also 

explored different ways that they could move their 

bodies and different directions of travelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 have been practising running in different 

pathways that are short and straight or curved. 

Children then developed their movements by 

incorporating jumps and spins.  They practised 

doing quarter, half, three-quarter and even full 

turns in the air!  

 



Year 3 have been working in teams to invent 

their own games involving dribbling or catching 

and throwing.  They then explained and 

demonstrated their games to the rest of the 

class, including any rules.  Children thought of 

very imaginative names for their games - Demid 

decided that his would be called ‘Firebounce’! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the term, Year 4 have been working on their 

balances, and there has been a lot of creativity on display! 

This week, they developed their skills further by linking 

balances that tried to transfer their weight from their 

feet, to their hands and then back to their feet. 

 

 

Throughout this term, Year 5 have been developing 

their tennis skills.  Having previously worked hard to 

improve their forehand groundstroke and forehand 

volley, this week they developed their backhand 

groundstroke.  Children then combined all of these 

when playing a doubles rally across a net.  They are 

rightfully proud of the progress they have made in 

being able to return the ball with increasing 

accuracy! 

 

Year 6 have also been practising 

their tennis skills this term.  Once 

they had mastered the ‘ready’ 

position - on the balls of their 

feet with bent knees, ready to 

move in any direction - the 

children learnt how to return the 

ball using a forehand and a 

backhand.  They have also learnt 

how to serve and, this week, they 

put all their new skills to the test in a game of 

doubles! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 15th December - Last day to buy your Enterprise Week products 

Thursday 17th December - Last day of Autumn Term 2 

Christmas break 

 INSET Day: Monday 4th January 2021 - School closed to children 

Tuesday 5th January 2021: Spring Term 1 starts 

Payments 

Please log into your ParentPay accounts to pay any money owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club. Thank 

you.   

Fees for outstanding dinners and Clubs need to be settled before the 

end of term. The cost of school dinners for Autumn Term 2 is £96.25 

(based on £2.75 per day/£13.75 per week) but is free for children in 

Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school meals. 

Please note that dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay. 

 If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will 

need to supply a packed lunch from home instead. Please talk to Jo or Sharon if you are experiencing 

financial difficulties. 

Applying for a Reception Class Place for September 2021 

All children born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017 will start school in September 2021. 

All parents will need to apply for a Reception Class place by 15th January 2021. This includes the parents of 

all our Nursery children and parents with older brothers and sisters already in our school. 

To find out more about the application process, you can download a copy of the Primary School admissions 

booklet 2021 to 2022 follow the link below: 

http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/13/primary_school_places/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place 

Please note, it is not Meridian that offers places to children in our school; it is the Royal Borough of 

Greenwich (RBG).  You will therefore need to complete an application form and make sure it is submitted to 

RBG by 15th
 January 2021.   If you have an older child or children already attending the school of your 

choice, it is important to make this clear on your application.  

Parents/carers are encouraged to apply for a Reception Class place using the online application: 

eadmissions.org.uk  https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/app 
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Blackheath Conservatoire  

The latest programme of music, art and drama lessons and tuition at The Conservatoire in Blackheath is now 

available.  It includes:   

● Roundabout in which children get an introduction to six instruments 

over a year-long programme, with half a term on each. 

● Play! – the follow on from Roundabout, where students focus on their 

chosen instrument and learn in groups. 

● A range of Drama classes for little ones all the way up to teenagers 

● Art groups starting with a general introductory approach, building 

skills and imagination to a more specialist study - including Junior 

Portfolio Workshop (8-11 yrs); a really good opportunity to build a 

portfolio for scholarship or other applications! 

Full details can be found here  http://www.conservatoire.org.uk/courses 

 

 


