
Whole School Newsletter  

Friday 29th January 2021  
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

This Wednesday was International Holocaust Memorial Day and this year’s theme is Be the light in the 

darkness.  Through this theme, the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust encourages us to reflect on the 

lessons we can learn from history and the difference we can make to others - confronting hate, fear and 

prejudice whenever we encounter it.  In their vision statement (which can be read by following the link 

above), the Trust considers the uncertainty and anxiety surrounding Covid and the division in 

communities across the world right now.  At the same time, they reflect on the ways in which people are 

bringing light to others through the many acts of courage, kindness and community support. 

 

In her whole school assembly this week, through the story ‘The Tree in the Courtyard’, Jane reminded us 

of the real-life story of Anne Frank.  I believe that it is always useful to be reminded of the wisdom and 

courage of children!  Indeed, Anne spent an incredible 761 days in hiding and, in the face of terrible 

adversity, wrote in her diary: 

 

“It’s difficult in times like these: ideals, dreams and cherished hopes rise within us, only to be crushed 

by grim reality. It’s a wonder I haven’t abandoned all my ideals, they seem so absurd and impractical. Yet 

I cling to them because I still believe, in spite of everything, that people are truly good at heart.” 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I watched several elderly residents being helped into a local vaccination centre today, I was reminded 

of our power to help ourselves and others.  As I have said before, I believe that whilst we cannot control 

the challenges and barriers which may be placed in front of our children, we can help them to make sense 

of their world and hold them within it as safely as possible.  As parents and teachers, we can have 

difficult conversations with children and guide them.  We can give children the tools to challenge 

injustice, face fear and identify possibilities, so they are better equipped to make a difference to their 

world - for themselves and for others.  In the words of Anne Frank, “How wonderful it is that nobody 

need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.”   

 

In a week when we learned the terrible news that 100,000 people have now died from Covid in the UK, 

the enormity of the pandemic and its impact is such that, at times, it may threaten to overwhelm us.  It’s 

therefore unsurprising that sometimes, as grown-ups, we need a little support and guidance ourselves. 

The Royal Borough of Greenwich have launched a new counselling service for residents that I hope some 

will find useful:  

https://www.hmd.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/HMD-2021-Theme-vision.pdf
https://www.hmd.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/HMD-2021-Theme-vision.pdf


 

Qwell is a free, anonymous online counselling and emotional wellbeing service for adults aged over 26 

years of age. Residents can now receive counselling sessions from qualified counsellors via an online 

chat-based platform. Chats can either be accessed through a drop-in service or pre-booked sessions 

from any connected device. The site is open 24 hours a day; one-to-one counselling sessions with a 

qualified counsellor are available from 12-noon until 10pm on weekdays, and from 6pm until 10pm on 

weekends. Those using Qwell are also able to take advantage of a range of self-help tools from reading 

and contributing to articles, peer to peer support via online discussion boards as well as journals and goal 

trackers.  Kooth is an existing similar service for younger residents aged 10 to 25. 

 

As the school building remains closed to most children for a while longer, we have updated our Remote 

Education Policy to reflect what is happening at Meridian - this is attached.  As always, please let us 

know if you have any comments or questions.  The Prime Minister has said that whilst schools will not 

reopen to all children after half-term, he hopes it will be safe to commence reopening from 8th March. 

We will write to you about this when we have final confirmation.   

 

In the meantime, I will leave you with the wisdom of Meridian children who have themselves reflected on 

ways in which they can be ‘the light in the darkness’:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

My very best wishes,   

 

Jo  

 

Jo Graham, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=d139f470ed&e=ddbbda522c
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=11fd379fd8&e=ddbbda522c


What have our children been learning about at home and at school in science? 

This week, the Foundation Stage have 

been learning all about floating and 
sinking.  Nursery children enjoyed 

experimenting by testing objects to see 

which floated and which sank.  Lana 

tested her toys one at a time at the 

kitchen sink.  All the way from his 

garden in Brazil, Tomás discovered that 

his toy cars sank straight away, but his 

Buzz Lightyear Lego figure floated! 
 
After listening to the story ‘Who Sank the Boat?’, Reception set about finding out 

for themselves what it would take to sink their own boats.  After first checking 

their ‘boats’ floated, children carefully added items one at a time and observed 

what happened.  Martha used a paper bowl for a boat, which she loaded until it sank 

- she was surprised to find that her apple floated!  Ella, Alessa and Sumaiya made 

predictions about whether the rock or the rubber lid would sink more quickly. 

 

 

So far this term, Year 1 have been learning 

about animals including humans.  Children have 

looked at the features and body parts of 

different animals and thought about how they 

can compare them and group them into different 

animal groups.  They’ve also been observing 

animals in the local area and recording their 

observations.  Have a look at Gaia’s weekly log - 

on which day did she see the most animals? 

 

 

Year 2 have been exploring the world of materials 

this term.  So far, they have searched for different 

materials around the home and in school, thought 

about the properties of different materials and 

described how different materials can be used to 

make a variety of different things.  Last week, 

children thought about the suitability of various 

materials for particular objects.   

 

 

 

 

This week, they have been investigating how 

different materials can be squashed, bent, twisted 

and stretched.  

  



As part of their 

animals including 

humans topic, Year 
3 first thought 

about whether 

different animals 

are carnivores, 

herbivores or 

omnivores.  They 

then looked at 

what makes a 

balanced diet for 

humans.  

 

 

 

This led children to 

wonder what 

happens to our food 

after we swallow it. 

Having looked at the 

digestive system, 

children learning in 

school were inspired 

to simulate a 

stomach, small 

intestine and large 

intestine using 

everyday objects. 

Why not give this a go at home? 

Year 4 have been 

learning about the three 

states of matter: solids, 

liquids and gases.  At 

home and in school, 

children have 

investigated and 

observed the processes 

that can cause materials 

to change state.  They have been keeping a log of where 

they see evaporation and condensation at home.   

 

In their group Google 

Meets, children discussed, 

compared and explained 

some of their home 

observations.  Jack was 

very curious, and his 

observations led to a 

further question: ‘How 

does the shower make 

steam because the water 

isn’t boiling?’ 

 

 

As part of their forces topic, Year 5 have been 

extending their understanding of air resistance 

this week by creating their own wind turbines. 

They thought about the role of engineers in 

designing and adjusting their ideas to create 

machines that work well.  Children built an initial 

design and then thought about the impact that 

changes to the size, number of blades and 

material they used would have on their turbines.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 have been learning all 

about light.  Over the last 

few weeks, they have 

thought about how light 

enables us to see the world 

around us, how shadows form 

and how they can be 

manipulated.  This week, 

they have been learning 

about how light can refract 

(bend) when it enters 

different mediums.  Children investigated and 

observed what 

happened to images 

and words when 

they viewed them 

through water.  Can 

you spot what 

happened to Rhea’s 

arrow when she put 

it behind her glass 

of water?  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payments 

Thank you for the payments received this week for monies owing on dinners, Breakfast Club and Play Club. 

If you have received a text in the last two weeks, please log into your accounts to make a payment against 

any balances which are owing.  

Please note that for those children who are currently attending before and after school provision, 

attendance for the week will be added to Parent Pay on the following Monday.  

The cost of school dinners for Spring Term 1 is £79.75 (based on 

£2.75 per day/£13.75 per week) but is free for children in Reception, 

Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school meals.  Please note 

that dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay. 

If you need your Parent Pay registration details resending, please contact the office and Tina or Sharon will 

be happy to email it to you.  

Competition time! 

 

 
Win a £20 voucher for the Pavilion Café in Greenwich Park!  

 

When was the last time you climbed to the top of Observatory Hill in Greenwich Park?  This hill has been 

the setting for many adventures over hundreds of years, from snow sledging and marriage proposals, to the 

simple pleasures of rolling down the hill with wild abandon.  We want to hear about local children’s 

adventures from the top of the world (or London at least). 

 

So why not climb up this hill (or any hill in Greenwich Park) and let us know about it – 

maybe in a picture, a poem or a story. 

 

Children, or their parent/guardian can email their entry to play@royalparks.org.uk 

by the 22 February.  Please include the child's name, age and postcode. 

 

Our favourite entries will be included in the next Royal Parks Play Newsletter and 

posted on The Royal Parks website.  The winner will receive a £20 voucher to enjoy 

some refreshments at Pavilion Café on their next adventure! 

 

Events at Greenwich Park playground - Greenwich Park - The Royal Parks  

https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/greenwich-park/food-and-drink/the-pavilion-cafe
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/get-involved/play-in-the-park/play-programme-events-at-greenwich-playground


Please find below a flier from All Kids Can with details about their February half term holiday 

camps: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terms and Conditions 
 
Booking will initially only be available for children of Key Workers or those meeting the criteria of a vulnerable 
child (via referral from the school) as set out on the government website. All bookings are only secure once 
AllKidsCan have received sufficient evidence from either the parent or the relevant school. Until this point, 
AllKidsCan holds the right to cancel any booking that does not meet the relevant requirements as set out by 
government guidelines when delivering school holiday provision. Priority places will only be available until 
Monday 8th February, at which point bookings can still be made but places are not guaranteed. From 
Monday 8th February, if government guidelines allow, booking will be opened to all parents.


