Whole School Newsletter
Friday 10th September 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome
Welcome back to familiar faces and a special welcome to all new families who have joined us this term.
The new school year has begun, and very well so. Jane tells me that all the children have settled in
beautifully and are engaged in their learning, playing happily with their friends and settling into new
routines. I look forward to seeing this for myself soon.
Maybe because I was born in the Shetland Isles, I was fascinated by a recent BBC news article about
the retirement of a long-standing headteacher from the UK’s most remote school, Fair Isle Primary. A
small island halfway between Shetland and Orkney, Fair Isle (the island) has a population of sixty. After
a little internet research, once I got beyond the obvious differences, what struck me were the clear
similarities between Fair Isle (the school) and all other schools: in particular, the need to know our
children and be adaptable and flexible in response to change, whatever our unique circumstances. Also,
even in a school with three children, I discovered that you still need a Covid risk assessment!
As we start this term, I remain both optimistic and realistic about the road ahead. As Jane shared with
the children in her whole school assembly on Monday through the book ‘Wherever You Go’ by Pat Zietlow
Miller, all roads have highs and lows and, often, they take us to places we don’t expect. Whilst I cannot
predict what this school year has in store for us, I do know that Meridian is a strong community which
has shown it can flex and adapt. Moreover, in Covid terms, I believe we are in a stronger position at the
start of this school year than last - both in relation to the national picture and in terms of the
experience we have garnered over the last 18 months. With the easing of restrictions, I’m optimistic
that things should be more manageable in terms of day to day school life with potentially more
curriculum opportunities for children to look forward to. We will continue to mitigate against risk whilst
ensuring as much normality as possible for children (as outlined in the letter emailed home yesterday).
Communication
Thank you to everyone who completed the Parent/Carer Questionnaire organised by Governors last term
- your views are very important to us. Responses were overwhelmingly positive and, as a governing body
and staff team, we will reflect on your feedback and consider ways in which we can make our school even
better. Governors will write to you further on this later this term.
So you can know us better, during the weeks beginning 20th and 27th September, there will be a chance
for you to meet your child’s teacher at a virtual meeting and hear more about class routines and the
curriculum (please refer to the letter sent home by Jane today). Individual Parents’ Evening meetings
will be in October and will focus on settling in, strengths and next steps. In the meantime, if you have
any questions or want to talk to a member of staff, you don’t need to wait for these events - you can
almost always catch Jane or me on the playground at the start and end of each day, have a brief chat
with teachers on the playground or telephone the school office on 020 8858 3572 or email
sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk
To keep up to date with all Meridian news and maintain an overview of curriculum learning, please keep
looking out for our whole school newsletter, emailed out to all parents/carers each Friday. Also, please
look out for class newsletters coming home soon (and at the start of each new term). We look forward
to reawakening our Instagram account meridianlearns from its summer holiday slumber and will continue
to set home learning via Google Classroom. Please also look out for any texts or emails which are
occasionally sent out mid-week.
Have a lovely weekend. I hope you will join me in reading all about what children have been learning in
school this week. I look forward to seeing you all soon.
Best wishes, Jo - Jo Graham, Headteacher

As well as settling into their new routines, children across the school have immersed
themselves in our mini topic 'Journeys Through Time’. They have reflected on and
discussed past journeys their families have made, how this has created our wonderfully
diverse Meridian community and what we all stand to gain from this!
Nursery and Reception have made a great start to the new school year! They are enjoying getting to
know their new friends and have been having lots of fun exploring their new learning environments.

Children also enjoyed sharing the book ‘One Family’ which
illustrates how diverse families can be. Reception children were
proud to show off their wonderful drawings of their own families.
Year 1 and Year 2 have had a fabulous first week - they have settled really well into
their new classrooms and are already demonstrating fantastic behaviours for learning.
Throughout the week, they have been using the text ‘All are Welcome’ to help support
their start to the new school year. Children began by sharing the different countries
of the world that they and their families all come from, and then created some
beautiful flags and greeting bubbles. These are now proudly displayed in their classes
to welcome everyone who visits!

Year 3 and Year 4 have settled
beautifully into their new routines and
classrooms this week. They have been
exploring ‘Here I Am’, a book in which a
boy and his family journey to make a
home in a new country. They used drama
to explore the changing emotions of the
boy as he adjusts to his new home.

Inspired by the book, children have considered past journeys their families may have made that have
brought us together as a class and what we all gain from each other.

Year 5 and Year 6 have wowed their teachers this week with their excellent behaviours
for learning and thoughtful contributions to class discussion. They have been looking at
the book ‘The Journey’ by Francesca Sanna. ‘The Journey’ tells the story of a family
who have had to flee their country because of war and their long and difficult journey in
search of a better life. Children used the illustrations to make inferences and then
used these inferences to make predictions about the story. They also stepped into the characters’ shoes
and tried to imagine the thoughts and feelings of the family making this tremendous journey.

Year 5 and Year 6 continued their focus on Journeys Through Time
by looking at photos of Meridian from many years ago - this
sparked their conversation about how diverse Greenwich has
become and the journeys people here might have had to make to
move to a different country. Children discussed how refugees are
displaced from their home countries and move to a new country as
a result of ‘push’ factors (reasons that force you to move from
your home). They thought about what it would be like for refugees
currently arriving in Greenwich from Afghanistan and discussed
what we need to do to ensure their rights are being met.

Year 5 held a meeting to decide which important actions should be put in place in order to protect
refugee children arriving in Greenwich. Year 6 wrote letters to our local MP - Matthew Pennycook - to
persuade him to protect and support refugee children in the local area and make their needs a priority.

Google Classroom
At the start of the summer holidays, we became aware of a technical problem with
accessing Google Classroom. Unexpectedly, there was a systematic resetting of
passwords for all accounts. An email was sent out on 29th July with details of the
new password for each child in your family. The email addresses remain the same.
Where there was more than one child in the family, it appears that the passwords
may have become jumbled in the email.

If your email shows a line like this - again10Fonion8D - it means the password for
your child named F is again10 and for your child named D is onion8
Hopefully this will clear up any confusion and allow everyone to access their Google Classroom
accounts!
Google Classroom log in details for children who have joined us in Reception and Nursery this
September will be issued shortly.

Contact Details
Please ensure we have an up to date email address and phone number for all parents/carers
and remember to notify the office of any changes to these contact details or those of your
child’s emergency contacts.

Flu Immunisation for Reception to Y6
Consent forms with information leaflets were sent home today. These should be returned to the school
office by Monday 20th September at the latest. This applies to all children, even if you do not want
your child to have the immunisation. The school nurses will be visiting Meridian on Tuesday 19th October
to complete the immunisation for those children where consent has been given.

Breakfast and Play Clubs
Last week’s letter confirmed that for those parents who completed the Google Form in July, their
children were able to attend Breakfast Club and Play Club. Reception children will be able to attend from
Monday 20th September.
We are maintaining the same collection times from last term, so children should be collected at either
5pm, 5.15pm, 5.30pm or 5.45pm. At these times, children can be dismissed to parents/carers following
the same routine that we have in place at the end of the school day.
A reminder that all children who attend Play Club need to bring a small, healthy snack into school. The
same school rules apply - children are not allowed to bring in fizzy drinks, glass or metal cans, sweets,
chewing gum, nuts or any product containing nuts.
If you have not yet made a booking and would like to use Breakfast Club or Play Club, please email Sharon
at sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk with the details. Please note that there is a 2 week notice period if you
wish to cancel a regular booking.

Other Clubs
Whilst there are currently no other extra-curricular music lessons or after school clubs running yet, we
are working towards re-establishing these and will keep you informed.

School Dinners
As you will be aware, the school has a new catering contractor, Chartwells, and the Autumn Term menu
was emailed to parents/carers in July. As we settle into the new arrangements and manage availability of
supplies, there may be some variation to this menu. Thank you for your understanding.

Payments
Our online payment system, ParentPay, has been updated with the current
charges for school dinners, Play Club and Breakfast Club. Details for new
parents/carers will be uploaded and account activation letters confirming children’s unique username and
password will be sent home next week.
Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts on ParentPay and make the
required payment against any monies owing.
School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week. The charge for
Autumn Term 1 will be £96.25. Payment should be made in advance either via ParentPay (our preferred
payment option) or with cash or cheque via the school office - please send any cash or cheques into school
in a sealed envelope with your child or give it to a member of staff on the playground. A reminder that
ParentPay does not currently show a balance on dinner accounts. If you want to check your child’s dinner
account balance, please contact Tina or Sharon in the office.
If your dinner account is in arrears, you will receive a text confirming the amount outstanding. In these
times of increased pressure on school funds, the school simply cannot be liable for bad debt. If dinner
balances are not paid in full or a regular repayment plan is not put in place, then it is likely that dinners
will be withdrawn. If you are having trouble making these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or
Sharon.
Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no
charge for dinners.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates
2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich. The school allocates five training
days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.
Training days for 2021-2022 are:
INSET 1 - Wednesday 1st September 2021
INSET 2 - Thursday 2nd September 2021
INSET 3 - Friday 3rd September 2021
INSET 4 & 5 to be confirmed
Please see the attached letter about ‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings for Y1-Y6
during the weeks beginning 20th and 27th September

Tuesday 19th October - Nasal Flu Immunisation for children in Reception to Y6 in school - please see
information sent home today
Friday 22nd October - last day of Autumn Term 1
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October inclusive - Half Term Holidays
Monday 1st November - first day of Autumn Term 2
Thursday 16th December - last day of Autumn Term 2
Friday 17th December - Monday 3rd January 2022- Christmas Holidays

