
 

Whole School Newsletter 

Friday 27th November 2020  
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

As part of the school’s current work to achieve the Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM), children were 

recently asked what they find hardest in Science.  One child responded that the hardest thing in Science 

right now is to find a vaccine for Covid!  Good point and rather poignant. 

 

It has been a long few months but, with the promise of a vaccine now on the horizon, I am hopeful that the 

end is in sight.  For now, I am pleased to report that Year 5 children and staff are all well and pleased to be 

back in school this week.  Following six school days of remote learning and reflection, we have reviewed our 

Remote Learning Policy and, as promised, this is attached below. 

 

As I often tell the children, life is a learning journey.  You may agree with me that we’ve all learnt a lot 

since March - about ourselves, about what is important to us and about how to adapt to change.  In terms of 

education, we have reinvented lots of versions of school life, and we continue to juggle a variety of 

scenarios.  Please do have a look at the information below - if you have any questions or comments, we 

welcome your feedback. 

 

Best wishes, 

Jo  

Jo Graham, Headteacher 

What have our children been learning about this week? 

This week marks an end to our whole school Geography topic ‘Where in the World are We?’.  Here’s what 

the children have particularly enjoyed learning about in their classes... 

Nursery have enjoyed reading ‘Katie in 

London’ by James Mayhew.  To support their 

early writing skills, the children have been 

looking at and drawing some of the landmarks 

Katie and her brother visited with the lion 

from Trafalgar Square. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception loved learning about some of the 

local landmarks in Greenwich through their 

virtual guided tour last week so much that 

they were inspired to build their own 3D map 

of the area around the school!  As well as the 

famous buildings, they also added the places 

that are special to them. 

 

 



Year 1 have really loved finding out about where they are in 

the world and have packed a lot of learning into their first 

term!  Through finding out about lots of famous London and 

Greenwich landmarks, they’ve learnt how to use maps to 

locate key places.  Children also found out what the Prime 

Meridian Line is and that it runs right through our school! 

As well as making their own maps of Greenwich, children 

made maps of their routes from home to school and gave 

each other directions on how to get to school from their 

homes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 have enjoyed creating maps of 

Greenwich, considering which landmarks are 

East and West of the Prime Meridian line. 

For their home learning, children plotted 

their routes to 

school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After several weeks of learning about 

London, children now know the difference 

between the human and physical features of 

our city.  They have written fact files about 

Big Ben, The Tower of London and Covent 

Garden, which are human features, and 

plotted the route of the River Thames, 

which is a physical feature. 

Year 3’s focus this term has been the 

Amazon rainforest.  As well as comparing 

the lives of the Yanomami tribe with their 

own, children have studied the physical and 

human geography of South America and how 

its position between the Tropics of 

Capricorn and 

Cancer affects 

the climate. 

They then used 

this information 

to write and 

present a 

weather 

forecast! 

  

In their art lessons, children have studied 

the jungle pictures of Henri Rousseau and 

are creating pictures from the perspective 

of an insect in the rainforest.  

Year 4 have loved being explorers of the Amazon rainforest 

this term.  They have learned all about its different physical 

features, its wonderful inhabitants (including humans) and 

about the impact that humans have on this amazing 

environment.  Children ended the topic by making their own 

‘rainforest in a bottle’ that has helped them to see a 

rainforest climate in action.  Max explained, “We put our 

rainforest bottles by the radiator so the heat made the water 

evaporate. Real rainforests are hot because they grow along 

the equator. The top of the bottle is just like the canopy layer 

- it keeps moisture trapped inside. It’s humid in there just like 

the rainforest!’ 

 

 



Year 5 and Year 6 have been learning about the Arctic and Antarctic and comparing the human and physical 

features of the two.  They researched and organised their findings into a non-chronological report to inform 

younger children about the differences between the two poles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 have also enjoyed learning about Inuit Art.  Inuits are indigenous people 

who live in the Arctic regions of Canada, Greenland, Alaska and Russia.  Children 

have been creating their own inukshuk.  They painted 

boxes to pile on top of each other to create the 

structure, and they will add their drawings of Arctic 

animals which they feel best represent their class 

identity. 

 

In addition to researching the poles, Year 6 have also 

been learning about how mountains and volcanoes are 

formed. They discovered where the tectonic plates lie in 

relation to the continents and found out that there are 

‘hotspots’ in the Arctic and Antarctic.  They then 

brought their knowledge to life by making their very own volcanoes and simulated 

an eruption of magma using bicarbonate of soda, vinegar and food colouring! 

Next week - Enterprise Week 

 

Next week will be our annual Enterprise Week, where children from all classes will put their entrepreneurial 

skills to the test in designing, producing and marketing their own products for sale.  Although we are sadly 

unable to hold our usual Christmas Fair this year, parents will still have the opportunity to buy the children’s 

well-crafted wares - keep your eyes peeled for more information about how this will work next week! 

 

Today, Year 6 children put their persuasive presentation skills to the test 

when they met virtually with the area director of Conran Estate Agents to 

ask him to sponsor Meridian’s Enterprise Week.  Their compelling pitches 

explained how the sponsorship money will be spent at Meridian, how the 

advertising will benefit the estate agents and included an itemised list of 

the products each class will be making next week to try to persuade the 

director himself to make a purchase! 

 

This was a fantastic opportunity for the children to practise their public 

speaking and persuasive skills in a real-life setting.  We’re sure you will not 

be surprised to hear that they were successful: not only did Conran Estate 

Agents agree to sponsor our Enterprise Week, they were so convinced that 

they also agreed to sponsor our next Summer Fair too!  Well done, Year 6! 

 



 

Anti-Bullying Week 

 

In assembly this week and in their classes over the last fortnight, Meridian children have been thinking 

about what bullying is, and what it means to be ‘united against bullying’.  Children were reminded that 

bullying is purposeful and persistent - it is intended to be hurtful and keeps happening over a period of time. 

Being united against bullying means that we all have a part to play in making sure 

bullying doesn’t happen at Meridian - we can do this by following the school rules, 

including others in games and celebrating differences. 

 

Bullying at Meridian is rare, and we always take concerns seriously.  Our behaviour and 

anti-bullying policies are on the school website.  If at any time you have any concerns 

about your child’s well-being, please speak to their class teacher as soon as possible.  

 



 

  

 

Meridian Remote Learning - November 2020 

 

 

 

Where children need to remain at home due to Covid, Meridian will offer education remotely so 

that children can continue to access our curriculum. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can I expect 

when... 

…my child’s whole bubble is 

self-isolating 

…my child is self-isolating but most 

of the bubble are in school 

What home 

learning will be 

provided? 

Teachers will upload three activities 

each day to Google Classroom - English, 

Maths and one other subject with a 

balance of subjects over the week.  One 

activity each day will include a teacher 

video to introduce the session. 

 

We would also encourage children to 

read and exercise each day as well as 

practise their mental maths - some 

suggested activities are provided on the 

school website. 

 

Teachers may also signpost your child 

to Oak Academy online lessons or 

similar resources such as BBC Bitesize. 

Teachers will upload three activities 

each day to Google Classroom - English, 

Maths and one other subject with a 

balance of subjects over the week. 

Work will mirror learning taking place in 

the classroom. 

 

We would also encourage children to 

read and exercise each day as well as 

practise their mental maths - some 

suggested activities are provided on the 

school website. 

 

Teachers may also signpost your child 

to Oak Academy online lessons or 

similar resources such as BBC Bitesize. 

When will learning 

be provided? 

Learning will be uploaded at the start 

of every school day for as long as the 

bubble is closed. 

Learning will be uploaded by the end of 

the day on your child’s first day of 

absence and at the start of each day 

thereafter. 

How will staff keep 

in regular contact 

with children? 

A teacher will be available online via 

Google Classroom between 10.30am and 

11.30am each day to ask and answer 

children’s questions via the chat 

feature. 

 

Teachers will provide feedback on work 

uploaded to Google Classroom twice a 

week. 

 

Children will receive a phone call from a 

member of staff once a week to talk 

about their learning and offer advice 

and support. 

 

Children will be invited to a live Google 

Meet with teaching staff once a week 

with a focus on learning (e.g. story, 

maths or phonics session). 

Teachers will provide feedback on work 

uploaded to Google Classroom twice a 

week. 

 

Children will receive a phone call from a 

member of staff once a week to talk 

about their learning and offer advice 

and support. 

 

 

 



 

 

Frequently Asked Questions - Remote Learning 

 

 

How long should my child spend on home learning? 

Aim for your child to complete as much of the  home learning provided each day as possible. 

Your child could follow a timetable similar to the school day, building in regular breaks.   

 

 

My child cannot access home learning without a high level of adult support. What should I 

do? 

We recognise that younger children and those with SEND may find it harder to access remote 

learning without adult support and that parents/carers may be working from home, caring for 

others or unwell.  Please contact the school office to discuss ways in which we can help.   

 

 

How should my child record their work? 

Children can record their work on a Google Doc provided by the teacher, take a photo and upload 

it to Google Classroom or write it in an exercise book.  If you need to borrow stationery such as 

pens, pencils and paper, please let the school office know. 

 

 

What if my child can’t access Google Classroom? 

We encourage engagement in Google Classroom wherever possible as this enables daily 

interaction between children and staff and allows teachers to give children regular feedback on 

their learning.  Please contact your child’s class teacher so we can help your child log on. 

 

Please let us know if you do not have access to the internet or a laptop at home.  We may be able 

to loan you a laptop.  We can also provide a paper copy of the home learning.  If you are not 

self-isolating, you can collect this from school, or we can post/deliver it to you.  

 

 

What should I do if my child is finding the learning too easy/difficult? 

Please let the teacher know by commenting on Google Classroom or by contacting the school 

office.  

 

 

 If you would like to discuss any aspect of home learning, staff will be ringing each week, or you 

can phone us on 020 8858 3572 or email us at sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   

Diary Dates 

Wk/c 30th November - Enterprise Week 

Wednesday 9th December - Christmas Dinner for Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 classes 

Thursday 10th December - Christmas Dinner for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 classes 

Friday 18th December: Last day of Autumn Term 2 

Christmas break: Monday 21st Dec 2020—Friday 1st January 2021 inclusive 

 INSET Day 3: Monday 4th January 2021 

Tuesday 5th January 2021: Spring Term 1 starts 

Christmas Dinner 

To mark the festive season,  we would like to invite all children who currently have a packed lunch to join us 

for Christmas dinner.  To accommodate all our class bubbles safely, we will be holding Christmas dinner 

across two consecutive days for different year groups: Wednesday 9th 

December for Nursery, Rec, Y1 & Y2 AND Thursday 10th for Y3, Y4, Y5 & 

Y6.   

If your child normally brings a packed lunch from home and would like to join 

their classmates for a cooked Christmas dinner on their allocated day, you 

will be emailed the booking form to complete by 9am on Tuesday, 1st 

December 2020.   Please pay for your dinner via Parent Pay (£2.75).  If your 

child normally has a cooked dinner, you do not need to do anything.  

A reminder that if you are in Rec, Y1 and Y2 or are entitled to Free School 

Meals, payment is not required but you still need to sign up for a meal as 

Donna needs to know final numbers for ordering purposes.  

Payments 

Please log into your ParentPay accounts to pay any money owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club. 

Thank you.   

Fees for outstanding dinners and Clubs need to be settled before the 

end of term. The cost of school dinners for Autumn Term 2 is £96.25 

(based on £2.75 per day/£13.75 per week) but is free for children in 

Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school meals. 

Please note that dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay. 

 If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will 

need to supply a packed lunch from home instead. Please talk to Jo or Sharon if you are experiencing 

financial difficulties. 



 



 

 

  

FROMS Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the School from your Living Room 

 

Thank you to everyone who has bought tickets for this Sunday’s Comedy Night.  It’s not 

too late to buy your ticket (you just need to buy one for your household/device).   

 

On Zoom, the camera will nearly always just show the comedians (as they are doing all the 

talking!) but it would be great to have your audio and cameras on for atmosphere! 

 

With the end of lockdown looking so uncertain, we think this event is perfectly timed and 

just what we all need.  Please join us in supporting the school and the performers, and 

have a great night in at the same time! 

 

All are welcome - you are welcome to send the below link to friends and family (over 18 
only). The line up and further info can be found above. 

 

https://www.designmynight.com/uk/whats-on/comedy/meridian-school-fundraiser-with-n

ice-n-spiky-comedy-on-zoom?t=tickets 

 

 

 
 
 

The Theatre of Wine is also offering a 15% donation to the school for selected wine 

purchased for this event. Please quote MERIDIAN. Offer ends 15/12/20 

https://www.designmynight.com/uk/whats-on/comedy/meridian-school-fundraiser-with-nice-n-spiky-comedy-on-zoom?t=tickets
https://www.designmynight.com/uk/whats-on/comedy/meridian-school-fundraiser-with-nice-n-spiky-comedy-on-zoom?t=tickets


 
 



 


