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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

‘I feel sorry for the honey bees having to collect buffalo dung,’ stated a KS2 child to me in the 

playground this week - a perfectly reasonable response to my assembly (uploaded to Google 

Classroom on Tuesday).   I suspect that whilst it isn’t an overly pleasant experience for the 

hygienic Vietnamese honey bees, spotting the front of their hives with dung has proven to be a 

very effective way of warding off attacks from giant hornets!  In the same way that it is 

impressive to see how nature adapts to new perils in ingenious ways, it is admirable to see the 

many ways in which our community continues to adapt and respond to the pandemic.  Whilst most 

of us wouldn’t choose to be in a pandemic, in a third lockdown or juggling remote learning again, 

we are, I believe, rising to the challenge as a community.  But many of us are, I think, a little 

tired now.  

 

This week, the government expressed uncertainty about when schools would fully reopen and it is 

this uncertainty which many of us (children, parents/carers and staff) find so difficult to 

tolerate.  It is such a shame that our resilience continues to be tested in this way.  As a school, 

we will do all we can to continue to support families as best as we can; if you think we can help 

you further in any way, please let us know.  Similarly, we are very grateful for the ongoing 

support of parents and carers and the many kind words and emails.  Whilst it is lovely to see the 

children virtually through Google Meets, it has also been lovely to see some of the children (and 

their parents) in ‘real life’ - walking through the park or past the school gates.  

 

As I’ve said before, Meridian is so much more than the bricks and mortar of the building; 

Meridian is every child, parent/carer, staff member and governor who makes up our community. 

It seems our community stretches a little further: I was touched today by the generosity and 

thoughtfulness of a local resident who donated two laptops and some monies to the school.  We 

are very thankful for his kindness. 

 

As many of you know, I like to read children’s books as often as possible - they remind me of 

what it was like to be a child and add a little magic to my life.  I will therefore leave you with 

some words from ‘The Wolf Wilder’ - a beautiful story by one of my favourite children’s authors, 

Katherine Rundell.  As a group of children face the unknown, the heroine of the story, Feodora, 

tells one of her young charges, “I don't know where courage comes from. But I do know that if 

you can scrape together just a bit, more of it comes without trying... So you don't need a great 

lump of bravery, only a tiny breath of it.”   

 

Have a restful weekend. 

 

My very best wishes, 

Jo 

 

Jo Graham, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



What have our children been learning about at home and at school in maths? 

Nursery children have been practising their maths skills in a range of 

contexts.  On his colour hunt at home, Febechi discovered five yellow objects. 

In school, Gilbert carefully selected the correct amount of unifix cubes to fit 

into each column and matched the correct number.  After listening to the 

story ‘The Royal Disagreement’, children at 

home and in school measured their heads to 

make sure their beautifully-decorated royal 

crowns would fit! 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception children have been practising their 

counting to five by singing the ‘Five Little Speckled 

Frogs’ song and moving frogs off their logs!  Ishan 

demonstrated his understanding of composition to 

five by writing some corresponding number sentences. 

Deen and Zayden 

made up their very 

own frog song as they 

did their maths home 

learning! 

Year 1 have been learning 

about place value this week. 

They’ve used tens and ones 

and the part-whole model to 

represent numbers to 20. 

Children also learnt how to 

order and compare numbers 

by looking at the value of 

each digit in a number.  

 

 

Year 2 have had a very productive term so far in maths.  Having 

revised their addition and subtraction skills, they have now moved on 

to the topic of multiplication.  Last week, everyone seemed to have 

great fun adding and comparing amounts 

of money.  We have loved seeing all of the 

‘shops’ that were set up at home - Daisy 

W uploaded a fantastic video of her as a 

shopkeeper practising the process of 

counting up different items; Reuben 

(along with  younger brother, Eli!) counted 

with toy money and recorded his workings 

beautifully as he went.   



This week, Year 3’s maths learning has 

been all about the number 3!  They have 

looked at how counting in threes can help 

them to solve multiplication and division 

problems with 3s.  Children have also 

investigated finding multiples of 3 by 

adding the digits of a number together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So far this term, Year 4 have been developing their 

multiplication and division skills.  They have been using 

their understanding of place value to help them to 

develop a written method for multiplication.  In the 

absence of place value counters, children learning at 

home have been very resourceful at using different small 

household objects as maths manipulatives! 

This week, Year 5 and Year 6 have been using decimals to solve problems and calculate.  They started 

by comparing and ordering numbers with up to 3 decimal places to ensure they understood the place 

value of each digit.  Then, they got stuck into adding and subtracting with 

numbers that have a different number of decimal 

places.   

 

Children started with a game of ‘Ping Pong’ to practise 

their number bonds to one whole!  Here, one person 

says, ‘Ping!’ and the other says, ‘Pong!’.  Then, player 1 

says a decimal number e.g. 0.4 and their partner has to 

return the ‘pong’ with the number bond to one whole - 

in this case, it’s 0.6.  This is a great game to play with 

all number bonds - why not try it at home? 



 

 

Payments 

All attendance at Breakfast Club and Play Club during the Autumn Term has been added to Parent Pay. 

Please log into your accounts to make a payment against any balances which are owing.  

For those children who are currently attending before and after school provision, attendance for the week 

will be added to Parent Pay on the following Monday.  

The cost of school dinners for Spring Term 1 is £79.75 (based on 

£2.75 per day/£13.75 per week) but is free for children in Reception, 

Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school meals.  Please note 

that dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay. 

If you received a text this week, confirming what is owing on your child’s dinner account, we would be 

grateful if you could pay this amount via Parent Pay as soon as possible.  

Competition time! 

 

 
Win a £20 voucher for the Pavilion Café in Greenwich Park!  

 

When was the last time you climbed to the top of Observatory Hill in Greenwich Park?  This hill has been 

the setting for many adventures over hundreds of years, from snow sledging and marriage proposals, to the 

simple pleasures of rolling down the hill with wild abandon.  We want to hear about local children’s 

adventures from the top of the world (or London at least). 

 

So why not climb up this hill (or any hill in Greenwich Park) and let us know about it – 

maybe in a picture, a poem or a story. 

 

Children, or their parent/guardian can email their entry to play@royalparks.org.uk 

by the 22 February.  Please include the child's name, age and postcode. 

 

Our favourite entries will be included in the next Royal Parks Play Newsletter and 

posted on The Royal Parks website.  The winner will receive a £20 voucher to enjoy 

some refreshments at Pavilion Café on their next adventure! 

 

Events at Greenwich Park playground - Greenwich Park - The Royal Parks  

https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/greenwich-park/food-and-drink/the-pavilion-cafe
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/get-involved/play-in-the-park/play-programme-events-at-greenwich-playground

