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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

January garners a bad press.  It’s as though after the excitement of Christmas and expectations of 

New Year we are all left a little exhausted.  As the grey clouds appear and the rain begins to fall into 

puddles which have not yet dried from the last downpour, our mood may be dampened further by the 

weather.  Sadly, in 2021, this has been exacerbated by the reality of the ongoing pandemic and 

another lockdown.  The idea of hibernation seems quite appealing.   

 

Like a child watching from the window, I found myself wishing for snow yesterday - for the way it 

seems to silence, soften and pause the world for a short while.  But it was not to be.  Instead, I made 

do with a photo sent to me by a very good friend - her Sheffield garden was beautiful, clothed in 

snow.  Children don’t always share the perspective of grown-ups of course and my son was not 

deterred by the rain.  After a day battling with the challenges of remote learning, he enjoyed getting 

muddy outside with our puppy.  More puddles ensued - this time on my kitchen floor!   

 

My son reminded me of what my mother modelled for me as a child - the need to accept and adapt. 

Unlike my younger sister, whose birthdays were decorated by the apple blossom and lilac tree blooms 

of May, my own birthday falls in January.  I remember a birthday where a power cut occurred. 

Instead of cancelling my party, my mum arranged for my friends and me to play games and nibble 

‘butterfly buns’ by candlelight, huddled around the gas fire!  It’s not necessarily what happens but how 

we respond to it that defines the moment and also, perhaps, the sort of person we are. 

 

The reality of the current situation is that most children find themselves learning at home again, the 

timeframe for returning to school is uncertain (we don’t yet know when we will be fully open again) and 

remote learning is not something that most of us would choose.  However, I do believe that 

parents/carers and children are doing a great job of adapting, once again, to very difficult 

circumstances - for those of you who doubt me, there is clear evidence in our newsletter below!  I 

believe that the partnership between home and school remains strong and that together the Meridian 

community can adapt and rise to the current challenges. 

 

Remote learning 

Unlike the previous lockdown, the government has now set expectations for remote learning:  

“When being taught remotely, your child’s school is expected to set meaningful and ambitious 

work each day in several different subjects. Schools are expected to provide remote education that 

includes either recorded or live direct teaching and should be of equivalent length to the core 

teaching pupils would receive in school. As a minimum that is: 

● 3 hours a day for Key Stage 1 (years 1 and 2 when pupils are aged between 5 and 7) 

● 4 hours a day for KS2 (years 3-6 when children are aged between 7 and 11) 

Those hours include both direct teaching and time for pupils to complete tasks or assignments 

independently.” 

 

A parent very kindly wrote to Ofsted to share her view of how Meridian are doing at this time, saying, 

“I have been so impressed by the way they have managed all through the pandemic both at school and 

with remote learning. They have considered and supported my son both from an educational 

perspective and keeping him well... There is a mixture of online live teaching and independent learning 

that is supported by a range of learning materials including video and websites.”  I hope you agree. 

Whilst remote learning cannot replicate the Meridian experience of non-Covid times, we are working 

hard to do all we can to balance the needs of children in school with those at home (whilst juggling 

changing guidance and the challenges of staff absence).   

 

Some parents have asked whether we can provide more live lessons.  Interestingly, Ofsted have 

produced a document entitled, ‘What’s working well in remote education’ and say, “Some unhelpful 

myths exist about remote education, which are not based on evidence.”  These myths include the idea 

that the best way to deliver remote education is always through live lessons.  Our experience is that 

live teaching sessions are valuable for some of the time and work best in small groups.  This means 

that we are limited in the number we can run each week.  Teachers are currently teaching 

face-to-face for half a day each day and then use the rest of their day to plan new learning, upload 



this, feedback on children’s learning, record videos and run Google Meets - their timetable is a little 

full.  In addition to the activities uploaded each day and ongoing tasks (e.g. exercise, times tables, 

reading), all children are invited to at least two live Google Meets a week (with most SEND children 

invited to more than this),  teachers are uploading short videos each day to support the learning 

process and our music tutors are providing video lessons.  We think this is a good balance but if you 

have any questions or comments about our remote learning provision, please let us know.  Likewise, if 

you feel your child needs more support, please do ask. 

 

Some parents are concerned that their children are not completing all the remote learning teachers 

set each day.  The reality is that not all children will be able to complete all the work set and that this 

is OK.  Please do what you can.  Many of us are juggling work commitments and caring for our families. 

At the same time, many of us are also carrying some level of worry or sadness about world events.  As 

such, it is reasonable to accept that we can only do our best.  What I believe to be important right 

now is that children are enabled to feel as safe and secure as possible: that they have some time 

talking or playing with you each day, that they are listened to, that they are able to connect with 

their friends - by text, phone call or joining a school Google Meet - and, wherever possible, that they 

get some fresh air and exercise each day.  Routine is your best friend and getting children up, 

dressed and fed by a reasonable time are often achievements in themselves right now! 

 

As you know, I would always advocate as much reading as possible - if you would like to borrow some 

books from school, please do ask.  You can pick them up by prior arrangement or we can try to deliver 

them to you.  At the same time, it is not a crime for your child to watch TV at some point during the 

day!  For frazzled parents who need a break, the BBC have produced some interesting educational 

programmes.   

 

Laptops 

Although not all the challenges of home learning can be solved by laptops, they do help and we have 

now delivered more laptops to families.  Thank you to those of you who have donated usable devices to 

the school.  If you need a laptop or support with internet access, please let us know and we will resolve 

to help you.   

 

Children who are unwell 

If your child is unwell (with Covid or non-Covid symptoms) and unable to complete home learning, 

please let us know via the School Office sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk.  Similarly, if your child tests 

positive for Covid at any time, please let us know - we currently check the school email intermittently 

during evenings and weekends for this reason.   

 

Food parcels and vouchers 

All children eligible for free school meals and coming into school continue to receive a cooked dinner; 

for children at home, parents/carers should now be in receipt of supermarket vouchers organised by 

the school - if this is not the case, or if you are not eligible but struggling, please let Sharon know. 

 

Community Testing 

Staff are making good use of the walk-in lateral flow test site at Queen Anne’s Court opposite the 

Old Royal Naval College Chapel.  This is very well organised and efficient - results are texted within 

30 minutes or so.  All Greenwich families are encouraged to take part in the community testing 

programme which helps to identify asymptomatic infections (those who have Covid but are not 

displaying symptoms).  We can all play a part in reducing transmission in the wider community by 

engaging in testing at this time but this is especially important for those families attending school. 

Thank you for your support in this. 

 

Here’s to a restful weekend (with maybe a sprinkling of snow)... 

 

My very best wishes, 

Jo  

 

 

Jo Graham, Headteacher 
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What have our children been learning about at home and at school during our whole 

school History topic, Kings and Queens? 

Nursery and Reception children have been enjoying learning about royalty.  Nursery 

children have particularly enjoyed reading the story of ‘The Green Queen’.  They then went 

on a colour hunt to collect as many objects as they could find of their favourite colour. 

Margot made a castle for her ‘Green Queen’.  Wangari’s favourite colour is yellow! 

 

Reception have also been learning about our 

current monarch, Queen Elizabeth II.  They 

have been comparing pictures of our queen and 

one of her ancestors, Queen Elizabeth I, by 

closely observing their 

clothes and jewellery.  

Year 1 and Year 2 have made a wonderful start to their new history topic by showing great curiosity. 

Year 1 began by looking at the family tree of our current royal family.  They then created family trees 

of their own.  Maya looked at two photos from her christening as a way of seeing her whole family 

together, and Jude decided he would use his family members’ favourite colours instead of portraits on 

his family tree. 

Year 2 have been sharing what they know about Queen 

Elizabeth I.  They thought about how monarchs in the past 

were responsible for creating laws and reflected on which 

rules they liked and didn’t like.  They then wrote some rules 

that they would make if they were king or queen themselves!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This term, Year 3 and Year 4 will be learning about the Anglo-Saxons’ 

struggles against the Vikings.  They began last week by creating their 

own timelines to think about where this period of history fits in with 

their previous learning.  Luke made his timeline using different objects 

to represent each time period; Sam created his timeline using his 

knowledge of Horrible Histories! 

This week, children have learned about how England was ruled very 

differently to the way it is now - in fact, it was split 

into many different kingdoms! 

Year 5 and Year 6 have started their topic on the Tudors by looking 

into how the Tudor reign began.  They have learnt about the feud 

between the House of Lancaster and the House of York which led to 

Henry Tudor winning the crown at the Battle of Bosworth.  Children 

have been imagining what the country must have been feeling after 30 

years of fighting whilst also putting themselves in Henry Tudor’s shoes 

and imagining what he would want the people of England to think about 

him. 


