
 

Whole School Newsletter 

Friday 4th December 2020  
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas... 

As we move into December, ongoing Covid 

restrictions, dark evenings and inclement weather 

may be trying to cast a gloomy shadow.  However, 

the Christmas tree has arrived in the bottom hall 

and is spreading some Christmas cheer!  Decorated 

by Donna, it is topped with a fabulous star made by 

the Y2 Play Club children.  Thank you to Greenwich 

Christmas Trees who kindly donated our tree this 

year: 

https://greenwichchristmastrees.co.uk/  

  

All classes enjoyed taking part in Enterprise Week 

this week - please do read all about the learning 

opportunities created by this initiative below.  Our 

Christmas Fair has become virtual and, from 

tonight, products made by children across the school will be advertised via Google Classroom.  We’ll give you 

some more information regarding how to order these next week.   

 

Children are looking forward to their Christmas dinner next week, and FROMS are planning a little surprise 

for the children before the end of term.  Whilst it will not be possible for children to hand out and receive 

Christmas cards in school this year, we hope that you appreciated your child’s Christmas card design which 

came home recently, and that some of you have been able to order more copies of this.   

 

Covid restrictions mean class singing and performance opportunities are very challenging right now.  So, 

although there will be no nativity plays or carol concerts in school this year, before we break up, we will try 

to upload a short video to Google Classroom which shares some aspect of school life during Christmas. 

 

It would be nice not to talk about Covid today but, following some questions this week, I thought it may be 

helpful to clarify a few Covid related things. 

 

Covid Symptoms 

Lots of people have coughs and colds at this time of year and there are a number of reasons why someone 

might develop a cough or high temperature.  Whilst of course, not everyone who displays Covid symptoms will 

have Covid, we appreciate your support in avoiding the temptation to self-diagnose and following NHS and 

government guidelines.  This is helping to keep your child and all members of our school community safe. 

Thank you. 

 

Self-isolating 

Anyone with one or more Covid symptoms, however mild, and whether experienced alone or in parallel with 

other symptoms, should stay at home and self-isolate for at least 10 days or until they receive a negative 

test result.  Similarly, everyone in their household should also stay at home for at least 14 days or until the 

symptomatic person receives a negative result.  Therefore, if anyone in your household develops a new 

continuous cough or high temperature, even if you feel confident that it is not Covid, please stay at home and 

do not send your child to school.  

 

Similarly, please do not send your child to school whilst you are waiting for a test result for your child 

or for any member of your household. 

https://greenwichchristmastrees.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

In following government guidance, it is inevitable that children and members of staff within our school 

community have been, and will continue to be, required to self-isolate.  Thankfully, it is not inevitable that all 

those who need to self-isolate will go on to test positive for Covid.   

 

Privacy 

Whilst staff may tell children that staff are unwell or self-isolating, no staff member will tell a child or 

parent/carer that a named member of staff/child has coronavirus.  This is to protect the privacy of 

individuals.  However, as we believe it is important to maintain an open and transparent dialogue with you, we 

will always write and tell you when there is a confirmed case in school. 

 

Confirmed Covid cases at Meridian 

In all matters related to coronavirus (COVID-19), we will continue to follow guidance from Public Health 

England and the government.   

 

If a member of the school community tests positive for Covid, schools are required to inform the Royal 

Borough of Greenwich (RBG) and carry out a risk assessment in line with guidance from Public Health.  The 

infectious period for someone testing positive for Covid is 2 days before the onset of symptoms to 10 

days after (where someone is asymptomatic this is counted from the date of a test). The risk 

assessment process is guided by the infectious period. 

 

If the child or staff member testing positive for Covid attended school during the infectious period, the 

school is required to identify contacts of this person - a contact is someone who had close contact with 

the affected person during the infectious period.  Contacts are informed by school and asked to 

self-isolate for 14 days from the point of contact.   

 

If the child or staff member testing positive for Covid did not attend school during the infectious period, 
no further action is required by the school other than supporting the child or staff member.    

 

Further to my letter yesterday, I can confirm that the member of staff who tested positive for Covid this 

week did not attend school during the infectious period and no child or member of staff is therefore a 

contact.  As such, the school did not need to take any action.  However, in the interests of transparency, we 

took the decision to inform you of the confirmed case.  I am sure that you will join me in sending the member 

of staff our best wishes for a speedy recovery.   

 

Talking to your child 

My experience is that even very young children are much more aware of Covid in the community than some of 

us might imagine.  It is also my experience that, understandably, some children conclude that someone has 

coronavirus when they are out of school for any reason or showing any symptoms of ill-health.   

 

If your child is asking questions or is worried in any way about their friends, classmates, members of their 

family or members of staff, my advice would be to reassure your child - there are lots of reasons for 

becoming unwell and being out of school that are unrelated to coronavirus; for most people, coronavirus is a 

mild illness.  More information about how to support your child and talk to them about coronavirus is 

available on our school website on the ‘Covid Update’ page. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support.  If you have any questions about any of the information provided, please 

do contact me via the school office.  Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Best wishes, 

Jo  

Jo Graham, Headteacher 



 

What have our children been learning about this week? 

This week, our Meridian entrepreneurs have been designing, producing and marketing their Enterprise Week 

products for sale.  Here’s a sneak peek into what has been going on behind the scenes... 

Nursery has been a hive of industry this week as 

the children have been very busy creating their 

Enterprise Week product ‘Frosty the Snow Peg’. 

They have been developing their perseverance and 

fine motor skills by painting, sticking, drawing and 

tying wool to produce their lovely memo clips. 

After all that hard work, the children thought 

about how much Frosty should cost and reasons 

why people might like to buy their product.  

 

 

 

Reception have been role-playing buying and selling in 

their maths lessons this week.  They looked carefully 

at coins and talked about what they look like.  They 

then counted and grouped them by colour and size. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children also worked very hard to produce their 

‘Christmas Super Stars’ by mixing, cutting and baking 

salt dough.  It was particularly tricky making holes to 

thread the ribbon, but the children mastered it 

eventually! 

Year 1 have been busy designing, 

making and evaluating their festive 

wrapping paper.  In their maths 

lessons, children learnt about the 

value of coins.  They used numicon 

to help them see the value of each 

coin and then had a go at putting 

the coins into order.  A shop was 

set up in the classroom so that 

children could have great fun 

practising buying and selling items. 

They had to make sure they chose 

the right coins for the cost of the 

item, and sometimes they even had 

to give change!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 have been learning all about symmetry this 

week to ensure that when making their Christmas 

decorations, they were perfectly symmetrical!  They 

have also been counting pence and pounds to work out 

which children had exactly the right amount of money 

to buy the product for £3!  



Year 3 applied their maths and D&T 

problem-solving skills to work out how to fit 

everything in their letterbox parcels.  Children 

constructed wooden frames to ensure that their 

clay decorations were all a consistent depth.  They 

used their knowledge of addition and subtraction to 

work out the exact cost of the product and what 

their potential profit margin could be! 

 

Year 4 thought carefully about how 

to solve a problem with their 

product, and how to target it 

towards an audience - busy people 

who want to stop wasting paper.  The 

answer was ‘Busy Boards’! 

 

From reflecting on how their logo 

design might make people feel about 

their product to calculating profits 

and perimeters, it has been an 

extremely busy week for the 

children - they are very proud of 

their final product! 

 

 

Year 5 flexed their Meridian Learning Muscles of 

focus and persistence while learning to master 

origami to make their Christmas decorations. 

Showing great patience, children experimented with 

folding paper into different designs in order to 

decide which looked the most appealing for their 

target audience. 

In their maths lessons, 

children practised 

multiplying and dividing 

decimal numbers by 10, 

100 and 1000 when 

calculating potential 

revenue. 

Year 6 have been working 

hard on their calculation skills 

this week when multiplying 

and dividing with decimals! 

First, they had to decide 

where to buy their materials 

from and explore which deal gave them the cheapest 

price per item.  Then, they used the bar model to 

explore profit margins before reasoning their ideas 

with mathematical evidence. 

 

 

 

During their D&T lessons, 

children have perfected their 

measuring skills to ensure all 

their gift bags are made with 

standardised measurements. 

They have also thoroughly 

enjoyed designing the gift bags 

- the children thought carefully about which colours 

complement each other before making a ‘splatter’ or 

‘wash’ effect with ink. 

 

 

 

 



 

How to buy Enterprise products 

No doubt you are wondering how to purchase the children’s amazing Enterprise wares!  All will be revealed on 

Monday when we will send out an order form and details of how to pay. 

In the meantime, if your child logs onto Google Classroom, you can see the adverts that each class has 

created to promote their goods for sale and more photos of the finished products.  If you’re looking for the 

perfect gift for a loved one, you will be spoilt for choice! 

Nursery  Reception  Year 1  Year 2 

       

Year 3   Year 4  Year 5  Year 6 

       

Christmas Dinner  

Donna and her team will be serving up their annual festive 

treat on the following days:  

Wednesday 9th December for N, R, Y1 & Y2 

Thursday 10th December for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 

Thank you to those packed-lunchers who have booked a 

Christmas Dinner; please remember to log into Parent Pay 

to pay £2.75.  

A reminder that if you are in Rec, Y1 and Y2 or are 

entitled to Free School Meals, payment is not required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

Diary Dates 

Monday 7th December - Enterprise Week products go on sale 

Wednesday 9th December - Christmas Dinner for Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 classes 

Thursday 10th December - Christmas Dinner for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 classes 

Friday 18th December: Last day of Autumn Term 2 

Christmas break: Monday 21st Dec 2020—Friday 1st January 2021 inclusive 

 INSET Day 3: Monday 4th January 2021 

Tuesday 5th January 2021: Spring Term 1 starts 

Payments 

Please log into your ParentPay accounts to pay any money owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club. Thank 

you.   

Fees for outstanding dinners and Clubs need to be settled before the 

end of term. The cost of school dinners for Autumn Term 2 is £96.25 

(based on £2.75 per day/£13.75 per week) but is free for children in 

Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school meals. 

Please note that dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay. 

 If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will 

need to supply a packed lunch from home instead. Please talk to Jo or Sharon if you are experiencing 

financial difficulties. 



 



 

 

 

FROMS Update 
 

LAST ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS TREES! 

We will be sending the order sheet off to The Vanbrugh, 

tomorrow morning. Please reply to fromsgroup@gmail.com 

ASAP if you would like one. Please see information on the left.  

 

CHRISTMAS CHILL YOGA 

Thank you to those who have 

booked in for the yoga - you 

will be sent Zoom details 

soon. Please email 

fromsgroup@gmail.com if 

you would also like to book. 

Please see 

information → 

VIRTUAL 

LAPLAND WALK 

We are doing 

really well on our 

sponsored 

Meridian-Lapland 

walk, and have 

already got to France! 

 

For those struggling to register, please find the 

attached breakdown, which should make things 

easier. 

 

Reply to fromsgroup@gmail.com if you have any 

issues. I promise it's well worth persevering to get 

signed up!  

 

The whole of the Meridian community and their 

families are invited. They don't even need to live in 

Greenwich - they can track their steps from 

anywhere! 

 

This is such a great event: not only is it a great 

form of exercise and good for your mental 

wellbeing, it will also help with your child's 

geography as we travel through the various countries en route, which is clearly shown on the 

Worldwalking app. Please join in! We need to get to Lapland by the end of term! 

 

Thanks all.  Please get in touch with any queries. 

FROMS COMMITTEE  

mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com
mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com

