Whole School Newsletter
Friday 24th September 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
On Monday, I borrowed one of my son’s non-fiction books to share with the children in
assembly - an early favourite of his, it is well-thumbed. ‘The Story of Life’ by Catherine
Barr and Steve Williams takes the reader on a chronological journey of life on Earth.
Time is a difficult concept, especially for very young children. At Meridian, we start by relating the
idea of the past to the children themselves and their own histories - who they are and how they came to
be here in Greenwich. We then move onto stories set further away in time and place. Stories that
happened long ago but which still grab children’s imaginations today and ignite a spark of curiosity creatures who no longer walk the Earth, the earliest humans, ancient civilisations and the legacy of
their achievements.
Our History topic, ‘Time Detectives’, is the main springboard for much of this term’s learning and has
been planned to take the children on a chronological learning journey: starting with the dinosaurs in the
Foundation Stage and ending with the Ancient Greeks in Years 5 and 6, we seek to build on children’s
knowledge and skills year on year and help them to establish connections across different periods of
history. We seek to inspire their curiosity and give them the tools
they need to delve into the past. It’s therefore great to read all
about children’s curiosity and reflectiveness in the ‘What have our
children been learning about?’ section of the newsletter below. For a
full overview of this term’s curriculum, do have a look at the overviews
emailed home earlier this week.
More Meridian Learning Muscles have been in action this week: I am
reliably informed that children in Year 5 have been showing great
focus and persistence in their swimming lessons and have been
behaving impeccably - what great ambassadors for the school! Having
not had the usual opportunity to swim each week last year due to the
pandemic, the children have been enjoying intensive lessons (daily for
two weeks). They are very proud of the progress they have made and
rightly so. (Should swimming opportunities for other KS2 classes arise
this year, we will let you know.)
Have a lovely weekend.
Best wishes, Jo - Jo Graham, Headteacher

Through our whole school ‘Time Detectives’ theme, what have our children been learning
about in History this week?
In preparation for their dinosaurs topic, Foundation Stage
children have been deepening their understanding of the
historical concepts of time and change within the context of
their own lives. Nursery studied books with pictures of
baby animals before sharing their ideas about how they
themselves have changed since they were babies.

Having reflected on all the things they have learned how to do since they
were born, Reception have been busy creating their own personal
timelines to illustrate some of the skills they have developed!

Through the ‘Journeys through Time’ mini-topic,
Year 1 and Year 2 spent time considering their own
journeys through time: they explored and discussed
where they and their family members are from, and
used this information to create wonderful fact files
about themselves and their very own family trees!

Now, both classes have begun to explore the wonders of the Stone Age! They started by thinking about
when this era was and how this sits within the previous history topics they have learnt about at Meridian
(Dinosaurs and Queen Elizabeth I). Flexing their curious learning muscle, children devised questions they
would like to find answers to during this topic, which they are excited to find out together!

Year 3 and Year 4 have begun the exciting historical
journey of learning about one of the world’s earliest
civilisations - Ancient Egypt. After considering where
this era fits chronologically with the rest of their
historical knowledge, children learned about the
importance of the River Nile to the development of
Ancient Egyptian civilisation. They used their
reflective learning muscle to make connections
between this and the importance of rivers to other
human populations through time.

Year 5 and Year 6 have kicked off their ‘Time Detectives’ topic by identifying what they already know
about the Ancient Greeks and devising questions to help them guide their own learning.

This week, they learnt about the two most famous and powerful city states - Athens and Sparta.
Children discovered how different life was in those two regions of Greece through comparing and
contrasting people’s everyday lives, education and warfare.

Having explored the similarities and differences, Year 5 and
Year 6 presented their findings as a non-chronological report
before declaring which city state they would prefer to live
in. Can you guess from the photos which they chose?
Scarlett was so inspired by her learning that she created
her own Ancient Greek inspired necklaces at home! The long
one represents Athenians and the shorter, Spartans.

Hospice Mini Marathon
A huge well done to all the Meridian children and grown ups who took part in the Hospice Mini Marathon in
Greenwich Park last Sunday to raise money for a very worthy cause - Greenwich and Bexley Community
Hospice.

Nasal Flu Immunisation Forms - final call
Please can all remaining forms be returned by Monday 27th September. Thank you.
National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP) for children in Reception and Year 6 class
A letter has gone home today to both classes with details about this annual programme where children in
Reception and Year 6 have their weight and height measured. Young Greenwich (Oxleas NHS Foundation
Trust) will be visiting in the near future to complete this.
If you are happy for your child to take part, you do not need to do anything. If you want your child to opt
out, or would like to discuss the NCMP, please email the Young Greenwich Oxleas team within two weeks
from today: oxl-tr.NCMP@nhs.net. Please see the letter for more information.

Parent Governor Vacancy
A letter from our Chair of Governors, Matthew Filbee, was emailed to parents/carers on Tuesday with
details of our current Parent Governor vacancy. If you would like to stand as a candidate, please
complete the nomination form which accompanied the letter and return it by email to Sharon in the office
at sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk.
Completed nominations must be received at the school by 3.30pm on Friday 1st October 2021. An
election will be held if there is more than one candidate.

Payments
ParentPay account activation letters for all children who have joined us
since late summer were sent home yesterday.
Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts
on ParentPay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week. The charge for
Autumn Term 1 is £96.25. Thank you for the payments received so far.
Please note that dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay—you will need to make a payment
based on the charge of £2.75 per day, £13.75 per week. The amount you pay will be allocated to your
child’s dinner account as soon as possible. You will be informed by text message on a regular basis if and
when your account is in arrears. Please pay the amount given in the text message.
If you want to check your child’s dinner account balance, please contact Tina or Sharon in the office.
If you are having trouble making these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.
Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no
charge for dinners.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates
2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich. The school allocates five training
days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.
Training days for 2021-2022 are:
INSET 1 - Wednesday 1st September 2021
INSET 2 - Thursday 2nd September 2021
INSET 3 - Friday 3rd September 2021
INSET 4 & 5 to be confirmed
Please see the table below for dates for the remaining ‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings for Y1, Y2 & Y4
Tuesday 19th October - Nasal Flu Immunisation for children in Reception to Y6 in school - please return
any outstanding forms by Monday 27th September
Friday 22nd October - last day of Autumn Term 1
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October inclusive - Half Term Holidays
Sunday 31st October - Deadline for secondary school applications for Y6 children due to start in
September 2022
Monday 1st November - first day of Autumn Term 2
Thursday 16th December - last day of Autumn Term 2
Friday 17th December - Monday 3rd January 2022- Christmas Holidays

Dates for ‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings for Y1, Y2 & Y4
Year 1 - Hanna

Tues 28th September 9:30-10 OR Tues 28th
September 3.45-4.15pm

Year 1 and Rocking Horse

Tues 28th September 3.45-4.15pm

Group - Hanna and Jane W
Year 2 - Amy

Thurs 30th September 9:30-10 OR Thurs 30th
September 3.45-4.15pm

Year 2 and Rocking Horse

Thurs 30th September 3.45-4.15pm

Group - Amy and Jane W
Year 4 - Jeff

Weds 29th September 9:30-10 OR Weds 29th
September 3.45-4.15pm

Year 4 and Discovery Group Jeff and Giles

Weds 29th September 3.45-4.15pm

There are two time slots available:
10.30am
https://jdxconsulting.zoom.us/j/2745987878?pwd=cEhIT2VvMXBINUhhZjloU2g1T1JiUT09
Meeting ID: 274 598 7878
Passcode: 157109

6pm
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79352151054?pwd=cEQ0N3RkbmFzdXdKRm5sdEVxWitFUT09
Meeting ID: 793 5215 1054
Passcode: K6TjHk

EVERYONE IS WELCOME - COME AND SEE WHAT
WE’VE BEEN DOING AND WHAT WE’VE GOT PLANNED!
For further information please contact fromsgroup@gmail.com. Alternatively,
speak to one of the Committee Members or your class rep.

