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Black history is part of British history and 

part of the history of the world.  Whilst 

at Meridian we don’t just learn about the 

achievements of Black people during BHM, 

it is the case that October is a special 

opportunity to celebrate the achievements 

of Black Britons who have helped shape 

our country’s history and culture, but 

whose contributions have often been 

overlooked.   

 

This month, and throughout our 

curriculum, we want Meridian children to 

learn about the achievements of 

significant Black people and widen their 

own horizons to what may be possible for 

themselves and their future.  We want 

them to begin to understand that 

individuals have the power to bring about 

change and why this is important. 

This week, children learned about 

London-born composer Samuel 

Coleridge-Taylor in Jo’s virtual assembly. 

Children at home can view the slides from this 

assembly on Google Classroom - follow the 

links to listen to some of Samuel’s music with 

your child or ‘visit’ the Royal College of 

Music’s digital exhibition. 

 

Over the next two weeks, each paired year group will learn 

about a different Black Briton - next week, this will be 

within the field of Science, Technology and Maths and, in 

the final week before half term, we will focus on writers.   

 

In addition, over the next two weeks, children in KS1 and 

KS2 will have the opportunity to watch a performance 

from Greenwich Dance on the playground stage!  Featuring 

original music by Nick Ramm, this show marks Black 

History Month.  Thank you to FROMS for making this 

possible. 
 

What have our children been learning about this week? 

This week, children learnt about Black Britons who despite their significant achievements within the 
arts, have not necessarily received the same recognition as their white counterparts. 

Nursery and Reception children were fascinated  

by old pictures of Samuel Coleridge-Taylor.   

They enjoyed learning about the different 

instruments he played and loved hearing his 

music played by an orchestra.  The children then 

became composers just like Samuel!  They also 

took turns to conduct their own ‘orchestra’ for 

their musical 

masterpieces!   
 
 
 
 

 



Year 1 and Year 2 loved learning about the abstract artist Frank Bowling. They found 

out about his life and how he moved from Guyana to the United Kingdom, and they 

looked on a map to find where he studied art at the Chelsea School of Art and London’s 

Royal College of Art.  They also used a map to locate where some of his artwork is kept 

in the Tate Gallery.  

 

Having looked at a 

range of his amazing 

paintings and sharing 

their thoughts about 

how they made them 

feel, the children 

then created their 

own pieces of art 

inspired by Frank 

Bowling.  

Year 3 and Year 4 have been learning about the life of London-born artist Yinka 
Shonibare who created ‘Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle’ which can be seen outside the 

Maritime Museum.  Lots of children recognised it!  Yinka’s spine became paralysed 

shortly after starting art school and some children noted how he had to use his 

persistent learning muscle to not let that get in the way of his learning.   

 

After learning about how Yinka’s art is inspired by batik 

fabrics and how he wants his art to connect 

different countries and cultures, the children 

then created their own batik patterns to connect 

the cultures that form part of their own 

identities. 

Year 5 and Year 6 have been exploring the role Cassa 
Pancho had to play in changing the landscape of classical 

ballet.  Her company ‘Ballet Black’ celebrates dancers of 

Black and Asian descent.  This week, the children watched a 

performance of Ballet Black in action during the set of the 

famous music artist Stormzy at Glastonbury.  They were 

inspired not only by the dance, but also by the impact Cassa 

Pancho has had on the wider community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The children discussed how Cassa had changed the lives of many young Black and Asian dancers and 

used their ideas to create poems to inspire others.  
 

*Ayomide’s use of “frough” was a 

specific choice of language as it is intended to be read aloud! 

 
 
 
 

Meridian is a Music Mark School 
 

We are delighted to announce that Meridian has 

been awarded Music Mark for 2020-21 in 

recognition of our commitment to music education 

and our high quality music provision. 

 

Music Mark is a national organisation which 

‘lobbies for, and champions, high quality music 

education provision for all school-aged children 

which addresses diversity, equity and inclusion at 

its core.’  Meridian children have regularly 

performed at a variety of events, such as the Old 

Royal Naval College Chapel and Young Voices at the 

O2 and, amongst other partnerships, we enjoy a 

long standing partnership with Trinity College of 

Music, working with students annually.   

 

Next week, we look forward to welcoming our 

musicians - Hayley, Jonathan and Alex - back to 

Meridian.  This year, children in Y4 will be singing 

and learning to play the fife (a precursor to the 

flute), ukulele and djembe drum.  Children in Y5 

will be reunited with flutes, guitars and djembe 

drums.  Working in small groups of 10 will help 

keep lessons ‘Covid secure’ and children will be 

allocated their own fife/flute or ukulele/guitar 

for the term.  For children learning the djembe 

drum, this will be used by a maximum of two 

children over the term and will be cleaned after 

use.  Children across the school continue to take 

part in music lessons as part of our curriculum. 

A Personal Sporting 

Achievement 
 

Congratulations to Henry 
in Year 5 who recently 
took part in his first 
triathlon at Hever Castle. 
Henry swam 100 metres in 
the freezing cold lake, 
cycled 4.6 km and finished 
with a 1.3 km run!  Well 
done, Henry - what an 
achievement.  

Secondary School Applications 
 

Parents of Y6 children should apply for a 

secondary school place by 31st October and are 

very welcome to contact the school office to 

arrange a telephone meeting with Jo to discuss 

this.  Further details: 

Secondary school admission guide | Apply for a 

secondary school place 

 

Primary School Applications 
 

Nursery parents should apply for a primary school 

place by 15th January 2021. More details at: 

 

Primary school admission guide | Apply for a 

primary school place 

 

 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/1937/apply_for_a_secondary_school_place
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/1937/apply_for_a_secondary_school_place
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place

