
Whole School Newsletter  

Friday 5th March 2021  
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

‘Captain Hook?’ one of our refuse collectors asked Ellen yesterday as he came onto the 

playground.  ‘No idea who you two are though!’ he added to Jane and me.  I did offer to read him 

a chapter of Anne of Green Gables but he declined.  Whilst I’d always recommend a book over a 

film, for any interested parents/carers, Anne with an E on Netflix is a great televised version of 

the adventures of Anne - one of my favourite book characters.  And yes, I did look a little like 

Pippi Longstocking - a Swedish classic - and yes, I did need to say, ‘World Book Day!’ by way of 

explanation to at least two people in the street.   

 

Well done to all the children and staff at home and at school who decorated a potato or dressed 

up as a book character (a special mention to the one parent who dressed up!).  Thank you for 

uploading your pictures to Google Classroom/emailing them to us.  Great fun was clearly had by 

all, and I am so pleased that lockdown did not prevent us from coming together as a community in 

this way.  I hope you enjoy looking through all the photos of children and staff below that Jane 

has collected from everyone’s postings. 

 

Children’s book tokens are attached to this email - please see last week’s newsletter for more 

information and have fun with your child in choosing a book.  Esther volunteered to help Jane 

with the challenging job of potato judging, and the winners will be announced in Monday’s whole 

school Google Meet assembly when children will be together in the school building.  

 

I am aware that some parents/carers and staff have now received their first Covid-19 

vaccination - great news!  My partner was keen to video this momentous occasion but settled for 

getting me to take his photo wearing an ‘I’ve had my Covid vaccination’ badge.  Apparently, 

Greenwich has administered more vaccines than most other boroughs and by the time I received 

mine, they’d run out of badges!  I feel incredibly privileged to have received the vaccine as I 

know this is not yet the case for everyone working or living in Greenwich, yet alone in the UK and 

wider world.  Let’s hope that everyone who wants the vaccine will have received it soon.   

 

Public Health England report: ‘Whilst early indications suggest that the vaccines are very 

effective at preventing transmission, they will never prevent all cases of infection or hospital 

admissions and we are still learning to what extent people who have been vaccinated can catch 

COVID-19 and pass it on to others.’ COVID-19: Why continuing to follow the guidance after 

being vaccinated is so important - Public health matters 

It is therefore important that we all remain vigilant.   

 

Please do read my letter emailed to all parents/carers earlier today which outlines important 

changes, and please do try to read our updated FAQs.   

 

I look forward to seeing you all next week.  Have a restful weekend. 

 

My very best wishes, 

Jo 

Jo Graham - Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/26/covid-19-why-continuing-to-follow-the-guidance-after-being-vaccinated-is-so-important/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/26/covid-19-why-continuing-to-follow-the-guidance-after-being-vaccinated-is-so-important/


 

What have our children been reading at home and at school this week? 

Nursery have been enjoying John Burningham’s book Oi! 

Get off our Train!  Children drew the animal characters 

and then created their own imaginary train journeys to 

inspire their own stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

For World Book Day, in Nursery and Reception, children have been reading the story play of What the 

Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson and Lydia Monks.  Firstly, they listened carefully for words that rhyme 

in the story.  Then, they thought about how each animal would move and sound, and used this to help them 

get into role.  Finally, children acted the story out  

with their homemade picture book theatres! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 and Year 2 have been reading Zeraffa Giraffa by Dianne 

Hofmeyr, the astonishing true story of Zeraffa, a giraffe who was 

sent as a gift from Egypt to France in 1826.  They have recalled and 

sequenced the key events of the story by writing newspaper reports 

describing Zeraffa’s arrival into Paris.  Children have also designed 

and written product descriptions of their own commemorative items 

celebrating this event, using questions and exclamations in their 

writing to make their product sound exciting and a must-have item!  

 

For World Book Day, inspired by Johnny Duddle’s 

Gigantosaurus Dino-Spot, children created their very own 

dino-spotting booklet!  As well as drawing on their existing 

knowledge, they learnt about 

different types of dinosaurs 

and recorded key facts using 

headings and bullet points.  

 



In English, Year 3 and Year 4 have been reading Brian Patten’s A Beowulf Tale: Monster Slayer and 

considering how the author uses descriptive language to create atmosphere and tension.  Inspired by the 

text, children have been composing their own riddles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For World Book Day, children read an extract of Little Badman and the 

Radioactive Samosa by Humza Arshad and Henry White, and thought about 

one of its key themes - not judging a book by its cover.  To tie in with this, 

they created their own comic strip adventure stories! 

 

 

In their English lessons, Year 5 and Year 6 have been reading The Devil 

and his Boy by Anthony Horowitz.  Through reading this book, children 

have been able to imagine living in Tudor London and the dangers that 

came with it.  They have used their inference skills to understand 

characters’ motives and have considered the author’s use of language 

when creating drama and tension. 

 

 

 

 

 

For World Book Day, inspired 

by an extract of Katherine 

Rundell’s book Skysteppers, 
the children have been 

making a special effort to 

remember to look up high! 

They have been sketching the 

things  they can see and using 

real life stories to inspire 

creative writing.  

 

 

 

 

 



               World Book Day at Meridian! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 
 
 

Well done to everyone who submitted their entry for the Meridian Book 

Character Potato-Decorating Competition!  We were so impressed with all 

the amazing entries that we received that it’s taking longer to judge them 

than we thought it would!  The winners will be announced in our whole school 

assembly on Monday, and we will share photos of all the children’s fantastic 

efforts on Google Classroom for interested parents/carers next week! 

Payments 

Thank you to everyone who has been making payments this week for dinners, Play Club and Breakfast Club. 

All fees should be paid in advance and any charges for activities up to the end of Spring Term 2 must be 

settled by the 31st March 2021 (see note below if you pay by ParentPay*).  At a time when the school 

budget is getting ever tighter, it is important that any monies owed are paid on time.   

*Payment via ParentPay   

Payments from ParentPay are received by the school in batches and 

there is a delay between you making a payment and the money being 

received into the school bank account.  Therefore, to ensure that all 

monies owed up to the end of March 2021 are paid in time, all ParentPay payments must be made by Tuesday 

23rd March 2021. Please do not just pay the balance showing; you will need to consider the charges due up 

to 31st
 March and pay this amount also. 

If you need your ParentPay registration details re-sending, please contact the office and Tina or Sharon will 

be happy to email these to you.  

 Payment by Cash or Cheque 

Online payments are preferable to cash or cheque but if you are unable to pay online, please send cash or 

cheques in an envelope marked with your child’s name to the school office – these payments can be accepted 

up to Monday 29th
 March. 

 

Dinner Accounts 

If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount 

outstanding as soon as possible.  The balance does not show on ParentPay—please contact the office if you 

need to know your up-to-date balance. 

A reminder that payment for school dinners should be made in advance— the cost of dinners for the whole 

of Spring Term 2 is £77.00.   

For children who are returning to school on Monday 8th March, the cost for the rest of this half term will 

be £49.50 (£2.75 per day/£13.75 per week). Dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and 

those entitled to free school meals.  

Please make an online payment via ParentPay or pay in cash or by cheque via the school office. 

Nursery fees 

Costs for top up hours and dinner charges for Spring Term 2 will be confirmed with parents/carers next 

week.  

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Sharon by calling the school office. 

Thank you for your continued support.  


