
Whole School Newsletter  

Friday 26th February 2021  
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

‘Yay!’ announced a Meridian teacher this week when she heard her class would all be back with her in 

person very soon.  Indeed, on Monday, as part of his roadmap out of the current lockdown, the Prime 

Minister announced that all primary school children will be returning to school on Monday 8th March. 
We very much look forward to welcoming all our children back to the Meridian building on this day. 

Incredibly, it is almost a year since the first lockdown and, whilst some challenges may lie ahead, I believe 

this marks a significant turning point.  

 

For many parents/carers, the news that home learning has come to an end may no doubt be very welcome; 

for others, there may be a sense of nervousness.  The government says, ‘the Royal College of Paediatrics 

and Child Health has made clear that the overwhelming majority of children and young people still have no 

symptoms or very mild illness only. Returning to school is also vital for their educational progress, for their 

wellbeing, and for their wider development.’   

 

To continue to mitigate against risk and in line with government guidance, we will continue to implement a 

series of protective measures in school and will update our risk assessment and FAQs on the school 

website by the end of next week.  Measures will continue to include staggered drop-off and pick-up times, 

increased cleaning, frequent handwashing and increased ventilation throughout the school building. 

Children will return to their year group bubbles and will not mix with other classes.  This means that our 

current paired year group bubbles - made up of vulnerable children and those of key workers - will return 

to their own classes, teachers and classrooms alongside their returning classmates.  

 

The key change between now and before Christmas is that staff are now taking part in twice weekly 

lateral flow testing and families are encouraged to engage in the community testing programme by 

attending one of the local testing sites as regularly as possible.  Find your nearest test site here: Rapid 

tests for people without symptoms | Test and Trace  I have also been told that a temporary site is being 

set up at Cutty Sark Gardens soon.  Regular testing helps to break the chain of transmission by identifying 

a high percentage of asymptomatic cases.  Thank you for your support in keeping everyone in our 

community as safe as possible. 

 

More good news: the Meridian family grew this week when Abi and her husband welcomed Freja Anna 

Phoebe to the world.  Mother and baby are doing really well.  And, in all the kerfuffle of school closure 

last term, I’m not sure whether I announced the arrival of Maya Susan Margaret - daughter of Giles and 

his wife.  Congratulations to both staff members.  I’m sure Abi and Giles will look forward to sharing some 

baby photos with their classes, and Giles also looks forward to getting some sleep again soon… 

 

It’s interesting how a pandemic seems to preoccupy the mind - the other thing that temporarily escaped 

me around Christmas time was the outcome of Enterprise Week!  Luckily, a few children were on hand to 

remind me and I announced the results in my assembly this week.  If your child hasn’t yet had a chance to 

hear the good news, please do have a look at the video or slides on Google Classroom.  A staggering £1,029 

was raised by your children… with a little help from you of course!  Thanks to the generosity of our school 

community,  we can now buy more Chromebooks for the children to use in their classrooms. 

 

And finally… I can’t sign off without mentioning a very important event taking place next week.  Every 

year, for quite a number of years, I have been at the Greenwich Headteacher Conference on World Book 

Day.  Alas, this has been cancelled this year (for obvious reasons) and so Jane has instructed me to dress 

accordingly in school next Thursday!  I look forward to seeing what all our children and staff are wearing - 

whether at home or at school - and parents/carers are welcome to join in the fun too.  To find out more, 

please draw your child’s attention to Jane’s letter below which has also been uploaded to Google Classroom. 

If you are shopping this weekend, please add a potato to your list (all will be revealed below!). 

 

My very best wishes, 

Jo 

Jo Graham, Headteacher 

 

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/key-topics/covid-19
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/key-topics/covid-19
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200329/coronavirus/2256/test_and_trace/3
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200329/coronavirus/2256/test_and_trace/3


What have our children been learning about at home and at school in art and music? 

Spring is in the air!  In Nursery this week, children 

created beautiful works of art based on daffodils.  They 

observed the flowers closely and thought very carefully 

about which colours to choose when making their 

pictures.  With some help from Sharna, Floris made green 

for his daffodils’ stems by mixing yellow and blue paint. 

Children also had great fun making their own rainbow 

musical shakers - we loved hearing the music they made 

through the brilliant videos uploaded to Google Classroom and the 

fantastic joining in with Christine during the class Google Meet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception revisited the art work of British sculptor and photographer Andy 

Goldsworthy who creates installations using natural objects, such as rocks, leaves and 

branches, in their natural environment.  They became ‘land artists’ themselves by 

making pictures from natural objects they found in their gardens, around their homes 

or on their daily walk.  Children also sang along to the song ‘Feeling Golden’ and 

watched the video with BSL signing.  They reflected on how the song made them feel 

and even made up some actions of their own! 

Year 1 and Year 2 have been very busy developing their art skills in relation to their ‘Kings and Queens’ 

history topic.  They began by drawing the crown jewels before taking on the trickier challenge of drawing 

two members of the Royal Family having a chat together!  The children have also been collecting as many 

different types of papers and materials as they can find to make a small collage as a practice for doing 

their final collage of Elizabeth I.  They have thought carefully about the colours to use and made choices 

about whether to use ripped or cut pieces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In music, the children have really enjoyed getting to know 

Jonathan and Hayley, our Wider Opportunities music teachers, who usually work with 

the Key Stage 2 children at Meridian.  Through watching and joining in with Jonathan 

and Hayley’s videos, they have been learning the music and dance sequence 

‘Chamniamo-gogo’.  They have practised using rhythm and tempo via movement as part 

of this sequence, and have also created some of their own movements for fun! 

 

 



Hokusai’s ‘Great Wave’ print has been the inspiration for Year 3 and Year 4’s art. 

They have been building up a bank of resources and developing their design skills in 

order to make a Viking themed collage where their own Viking longship can ride the 

wave!  They designed their own dragonheads and used Viking symbols to create their 

own motifs for shield designs.  We look forward to seeing all their designs 

incorporated into their final collages soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In music, the children began this term by learning the song ‘My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean’ and had lots of 

fun using body percussion to accompany the song.  More recently, they have been developing their sense of 

pitch by leaving words out when singing songs and attempting to come back in with the correct pitch. 

They’ve been doing a fantastic job both 

in school and at home! 

 

 

 

Year 5 and Year 6 began this term looking at the work of Henri 

Matisse and, in particular, studied his motifs and cut-outs.  Inspired by 

their history topic, the children went on to look 

for motifs found in Tudor costumes and created 

some of their own.  They are working towards 

creating abstract mixed media collages in the 

style of Matisse and have been busy making a 

range of drawings, rubbings and textures to use in 

their final piece.  This week, the children have 

been drawing plants and considering contrasts in 

shapes, sizes and colours.  Hopefully they won’t cherish 

their drawings too much because, along with their 

rubbings, they will cut them into interesting new shapes 

and motifs to use in their collages!   

 

In Music, children have been 

learning tongue twisters to warm up their voices: ‘The tip 

of the tongue if it slips will 

eclipse both the lips as it flips.’ 

Give it a try and see how you do! 

They have also been learning new 

songs each week with Jonathan 

and Hayley, using their bodies to 

make percussion to create beats 

and rhythms. 



Dear Children, 
 

Next Thursday, 4th March, is World Book Day! 
 

World Book Day was created by UNESCO on the 23rd April 1995 as a worldwide 

celebration of books and reading.  Did you know it is marked in over 100 countries 

around the globe?  At Meridian, we want to foster a love of reading in all of you so 

that you are able to access the world around you and read for pleasure - that’s why 

we encourage you to read as often as possible, ideally every day!  On Thursday, 

your teacher will upload a special World Book Day lesson for you on Google 

Classroom.  Here are the other ways that we will be celebrating World Book Day at 

Meridian this year... 

 

Enter the Meridian Book Character Potato-Decorating Competition! 
Create a World Book Day character using… a potato!  Decorate your potato using pens, paint and other 

craft materials to create eyes, ears and clothing – and maybe even a magical unicorn horn!  Why not look at 

the pictures below and watch this video of World Book Day author and illustrator Joseph Coelho and Fiona 

Lumbers, who share some of their examples, for inspiration: World Book Day 2021: Author & Illustrator 

Academy: Joseph Coelho & Fiona Lumbers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can get cracking creating your amazing potato character as soon as you’d like, but don’t forget to 

upload a photo of your creation to Google Classroom by the end of the school day on Thursday.  There will 

be a prize for the most imaginative potato character in each paired year group which will be 

announced in Friday’s newsletter.  Good luck!   

 

Dress up as your favourite book character! 
Whether you are learning at home or at school, it is always fun to dress up as a book character.  If you are 

learning at home, please upload a photo of yourself to Google Classroom on Thursday so that we can see 

your fabulous costume!  You could even wear your costume two days in a row so that you can show your 

friends during your class assembly Google Meet on Friday!  Here are some photos from last year’s World 

Book Day in school to inspire you… 

 

https://youtu.be/Ve7IK9x2iFU
https://youtu.be/Ve7IK9x2iFU


Play the Share a Story Reading Star Game! 
The Share A Story Reading Star Game has been created to 

encourage you to enjoy books and reading together at home and all 

the exciting ways you can share stories – not just at bedtime! 

Tick off a Reading Star each time you complete a reading task and 

have fun reaching all your stars!  Follow the links below for a 

digital version of the game, or scroll down further for a PDF 

version.  (If you are learning at home and would like us to print you 

a paper copy, please let us know when your teacher or TA calls you 

next week.) 

Younger bookworms: Reading Stars Younger Bookworms  

Older bookworms: Reading Stars Older Bookworms  

 

Sing along with MC Grammar! 
The World Book Day Song follows MC Grammar as he embarks on 

a journey to find a new book, courtesy of his World Book Day £1 

book voucher.  On his way, he stumbles across a fantastic array of 

classic and new children’s books – can you spot them all?!  Click on 

this link to watch the video for the official World Book Day song: 

MC Grammar  

 

Spend your £1 book voucher! 
This year, your £1 book token will be emailed to your grown-ups.  This can be swapped for one of the 

exclusive, new and completely FREE World Book Day books available from participating booksellers, or used 

to get £1 off any full price book or audiobook instead!  Here is this year’s selection of special £1 World 

Book Day books - which will you choose?! 

 

 

Note for grown-ups:  

World Book Day book tokens will be valid from Thursday 18th February to Sunday 28th March 2021 

although participating booksellers will honour the tokens beyond the 28th March while stocks last.  Please 

contact your local bookseller to check if they are able to offer £1 off other titles.  Our nearest 

participating booksellers are Ottie and the Bea, Old Dover Road, Blackheath Royal Standard; Waterstones, 

Church Street, Greenwich; and Sainsburys, Bugsbys Way.  If you would like us to print your token for you, 

please let us know and we will be happy to do so. 

 

Explore the World Book Day website with your family! 
The World Book Day website is packed with reading resources and book-related activities that children 

(and grown-ups!) can enjoy at home. 

 

● Here is a link to some video books that younger children will enjoy: World Book Day Share a Story 

Corner  

● If you have time, why not join one of the World Book Day Share a Story live events online on 

Thursday? Events  

● Enter the official World Book Day Show Your Shares Competition to be in with the chance of 

winning £100 worth of books for your family! Show Your Shares  

● Here is a great video for grown-ups, explaining ten top tips for sharing a story with children: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiOq-XA43h8  

https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-stars/younger-bookworms/
https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-stars/older-bookworms/
https://www.worldbookday.com/mc-grammar/
https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://www.worldbookday.com/share-a-story-corner/
https://www.worldbookday.com/share-a-story-corner/
https://www.worldbookday.com/events/
https://www.worldbookday.com/show-your-shares/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiOq-XA43h8


 



 



 

 
 
 

Payments 

Thank you to everyone who has been making payments this week for dinners, Play Club and Breakfast Club. 

All fees should be paid in advance and any charges for activities up to the end of Spring Term 2 must be 

settled by the 31st March 2021 (see note below if you pay by ParentPay*).  At a time when the school 

budget is getting ever tighter, it is important that any monies owed are paid on time.   

*Payment via ParentPay   

Payments from ParentPay are received by the school in batches and 

there is a delay between you making a payment and the money being 

received into the school bank account.  Therefore, to ensure that all 

monies owed up to the end of March 2021 are paid in time, all ParentPay payments must be made by Tuesday 

23rd March 2021. Please do not just pay the balance showing; you will need to consider the charges due up 

to 31st
 March and pay this amount also. 

If you need your ParentPay registration details re-sending, please contact the office and Tina or Sharon will 

be happy to email these to you.  

 Payment by Cash or Cheque 

Online payments are preferable to cash or cheque but if you are unable to pay online, please send cash or 

cheques in an envelope marked with your child’s name to the school office – these payments can be accepted 

up to Monday 29th
 March. 

 

Dinner Accounts 

If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount 

outstanding as soon as possible.  The balance does not show on ParentPay—please contact the office if you 

need to know your up-to-date balance. 

A reminder that payment for school dinners should be made in advance— the cost of dinners for the whole 

of Spring Term 2 is £77.00.   

For children who are returning to school on Monday 8th March, the cost for the rest of this half term will 

be £49.50 (£2.75 per day/£13.75 per week). Dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and 

those entitled to free school meals.  

Please make an online payment via ParentPay or pay in cash or by cheque via the school office. 

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Sharon by calling the school office. 

Thank you for your continued support.  


