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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We have enjoyed having the whole school - Nursery 

to Year 6 - under one roof again this week.  Whilst 

we are disappointed that Year 3 will be staying at 

home next week, we will keep in touch with them 

virtually and look forward to them rejoining us in 

person on Monday 28th September.  All other 

children can come to school as usual this Monday 

21st September.  

 

The children who were at home last term have told 

us that they missed school and are enjoying being 

back.  More than ever right now, we know how 

important our school is for our families.  We are 

therefore working hard to keep Meridian open and 

are continuing to do what we do well - engaging children in their learning, creating opportunities for 

children to play and socialise with their classmates, providing structure and routine and offering 

wraparound care to parents who are working or studying.  I am delighted to offer you a glimpse into 

our classrooms and share some learning snapshots from our week: 

 

What have our children been learning about this week?  

As well as catching up on fundamental reading, writing and maths skills, children have been taking 

part in daily exercise and immersing themselves in our ‘We are Meridian’ mini topic:  

 

● Nursery children have been enjoying renewing friendships and meeting new friends.  The children 

have built a camp in the ‘mud kitchen’ and enjoyed making tasty ‘soups’! 

 

One of our Nursery children, Gill, said, “In the 

holidays I missed my friend.  It's nice playing 

with him again.’  

 

● Our new Reception class have had a fantastic 

first week at school and are really enjoying 

getting to know their new friends. They are fast 

becoming experts at washing their hands! They 

have been listening to a song and learning the 

actions to help them.  



   

 

● Year 1 children have enjoyed learning and playing together.  The children have been thinking about 

our school values - nurture, aspiration, equality, inclusion and creativity. They wrote about their 

aspirations for the future - what they hope to achieve this year and when they are older.   

 

Joana said, ‘I want to do lots of reading this year. I want to be a teacher one day.’ 

 

● Year 2 have been celebrating being back together at school by thinking about what makes Meridian 

special to them. They reflected on our whole school values and planted bulbs which they will 

nurture together.  

 

Aurelien said that he loves the lunches, puddings and playground 

and Allison said, ‘Meridian is special to me because the people in 

school are kind to me.’  

 

● Year 3 and the Rocking Horse Group have been thinking about 

where they are in the world. They located the four countries that 

make up the United Kingdom on the world map, then used local 

maps of Greenwich to identify the streets where they live. 

 

 

 

Ann and Jeff’s Year 4 classes have read ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers 

and written about what they love about living on Planet Earth, the things 

they missed earlier this year, and what their hopes for the future are.  All 

of Year 4 thought about the things they liked and disliked about being 

home last term and used their ideas to create a memory quilt.  

 

Walid said, ‘When things changed in March, it was so boring. I couldn’t ride 

my bike or play football because I couldn’t go outside. I felt so mad - it 

was like there was a hole in my life.’  

 

Year 5 have been reflecting on their experiences and achievements over the last few months 

within their writing for their ‘Book of Hopes’. After recapping their Year 4 learning on fronted 

adverbials, the children focussed on using emotive language to express their feelings.  

 

Chloe wrote - ‘I had been playing with my friends at school and now I was stuck at home with only 

my brother to keep me company. It just wasn’t fair. I felt empty inside… I was extremely glad 

when I went back to school. I felt like an eagle that had just been released back into the wild!’ 



 

Raiden wrote - ‘At first, school closing felt like a party - no more work or homework! But soon, 

it got boring; before I knew it, I ran out of things to quench my thirst for entertainment.’  

 

● Year 6 and the Discovery Group have also been producing work to go towards their class ‘Book of 

Hopes’. This is a collection of pieces written by the children reflecting on their experiences over 

the last few months.  

 

Matilda said, ‘Reflecting back on my experiences in these erratic times, I feel proud because of 

the difficulties I've overcome. Sometimes the glass seemed empty but to me it was always half 

full.’ 

 

Coughs and colds 

Some parents have asked school what they should do if their child has a cold and what constitutes a 

continuous cough.  I thought it might be helpful to try to clarify this below.   

 

If your child is unwell with a sore throat and/or a blocked or runny nose, they should stay at home 

until they feel well again. They can then return to school.   

 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus are: 

● a new continuous cough 

● a high temperature 

● a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 

The NHS defines a continuous cough as ‘coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)’.  If your child has a new 

continuous cough or another symptom of coronavirus (COVID-19), they should stay at home for at 

least 10 days and let us know.  In this instance, your child will be eligible for a test.  

 

Drop off and pick up 

Thank you for your help with the start and end of the school day!  We appreciate your efforts in 

following the white dot system in the playground and remaining socially distanced from other 

children, staff and parents/carers.   

 

Whilst I appreciate the challenges, please try to avoid congregating at the school gate so this area 

can be kept clear for families entering and leaving the school.  If you are waiting to drop off/pick up 

an older sibling and there is space in the playground, you are welcome to wait there.  If we can help in 

any other way, we will do so. 

 

Thank you again for your ongoing support.  It is through working together as a school community that 

we will keep our community as safe as possible.  

 

My very best wishes, 

Jo 

Jo Graham - Headteacher 

 

 

Sharon has provided some practical information about contact details, school dinners, ParentPay, 

clubs and flu immunisations on the next page.  Please do read this information and contact the school 

office if you have any questions: sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk 020 8858 3572 
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Contact Details 

Please ensure we have an up to date email address and phone number for all parents/carers and 

remember to notify the office of any changes to these contact details or those of your child’s 

emergency contacts.   

 

School Dinners 

School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week.  The 

charge for Autumn Term 1 will be £96.25.  You can pay online via ParentPay or with cash or cheque 

via the school office.   

 

A reminder that ParentPay does not currently show a balance on dinner accounts.  If you want to 

check your child’s dinner account balance, please contact Tina or Sharon in the office. 

 

If your dinner account is in arrears, you will shortly receive a text confirming the amount 

outstanding.  In these times of increased pressure on school funds, the school simply cannot be liable 

for bad debt.  If dinner balances are not paid in full or a regular repayment plan is not put in place, 

then it is likely that dinners will be withdrawn.  If you are having trouble making these payments, 

please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.   

 

A copy of the current menu is available on the home page of the school website - "Autumn 20 School 

Dinner Menu".  Please note that there may be slight variations to the menu depending on availability 

of supplies.    

 

Parent Pay 

Our online payment system, ParentPay, has been updated with the current charges for school dinners 

Play Club and Breakfast Club.  Details for new parents/carers will be uploaded and account activation 

letters confirming children’s unique username and password will be sent home next week.  

 

Breakfast and Play Clubs 

Last week’s newsletter confirmed that for those parents who completed the survey, their children 

were able to attend Breakfast Club and Play Club from Monday 14th.  Reception children will be able 

to attend from Monday 21st September.  During Play Club, staff will not be able to answer the 

buzzer continuously as they cannot leave the other children in their bubble.  As such, please collect 

your child at either 5pm, 5.15pm, 5.30pm or 5.45pm.  At these times, children can be dismissed to 

parents/carers following the same routine that we have in place at the end of the school day. 
 

A reminder that all children who attend Play Club need to bring a small, healthy snack into school. The 

same school rules apply - children are not allowed to bring in fizzy drinks, glass or metal cans, 

sweets, chewing gum, nuts or any product containing nuts.   

 

Other clubs 

There are currently no plans to run extra-curricular music lessons or after school clubs this half 

term.  We will keep you informed if this situation changes.  

 

Flu immunisation for Reception to Y6 

Consent forms with information leaflets were sent home this week.  These should be 

returned to the school office by Monday 21st September at the latest. This applies to 

all children, even if you do not want your child to have the immunisation.  The school 

nurses will be visiting Meridian on Friday 16th October to complete the immunisation for 

those children where consent has been given. 


