
Whole School Newsletter

Friday 14th May 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

The Big Ask

The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has written

to all headteachers in England to ask for their support in gathering the

thoughts of children.  In this week’s  whole school assembly (uploaded to

Google Classroom), I shared some information about The Big Ask:

The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has
launched a once-in-a-generation review of children’s lives.  It’s called ‘The
Childhood Commission’ and it will identify the barriers preventing children
reaching their full potential and propose policy solutions to address them.

At its heart is ‘The Big Ask’ – the largest ever consultation held with
children.  In this survey the Children’s Commissioner is asking children what
they think is important for their future and what is holding them back.  The
Children’s Commissioner will use the results to show the Government what
children think and what they need to live happier lives.  It’s an exciting
opportunity to help us think big and it’s a chance for every child in England
to have their voice heard.

As requested, in the next two weeks at Meridian, we will be asking children in Years 2-6 to take part in

the survey in class with their teacher.  Taking part is optional and children do not need to answer the

questions if they don’t want to.  For younger children aged 4-5 in our Nursery, Reception and Year 1

classes, parents/carers can complete the survey with their child at home by clicking on this link: The Big

Ask - Survey 4-5.  Parents/carers can also have their voice heard here: The Big Ask - Adult Survey.  If

you would like to take part, you have until 28th May to do so.

Social and emotional aspects of learning have always been a high priority for our school and we spend

quite a bit of time talking to children about their rights.  Indeed, we continue to work towards becoming

a Unicef Rights Respecting School.  The Rights Respecting Schools Award ‘puts children’s rights at the

heart of school life and supports children in leading happy, healthy lives and being responsible, active

citizens’.  I believe that The Big Ask is a good opportunity for children to see their rights in action.

Questions relate to key themes from our PSHE curriculum this term (see our curriculum maps on the

school website and emailed home recently) which is fortuitous in terms of tying everything together.

Eid

During Monday’s assembly, some of our children also shared their plans for Eid.  We do hope that,

despite Covid restrictions,  families enjoyed this special day together.  Eid Mubarak.

Arts Festival

Our last INSET day for this school year will be on Monday 7th June and the school will be closed to

children on this day.  The focus of staff training will link to an Arts Festival which we are currently

exploring ideas for.  It will be lovely if we can embark on this enriching whole school curriculum project

again - we will keep you informed as our plans progress. In the meantime, do have a look at children’s

excellent writing on the pages below...

Best wishes,

Jo

Jo Graham, Headteacher

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/survey-4-5/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/survey-4-5/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adult-survey/


What have our children been learning about in English?

This week, Nursery have been developing their speaking and listening skills by asking and answering

questions such as, ‘How many legs does a ladybird have?’  Children have worked hard to record their

findings and tried their very best to write their names on their lovely drawings!

Reception have also been developing their

literacy skills in the context of minibeasts

- they’ve been asking themselves, ‘What do

we know about caterpillars?’  After they

wrote a class list together, children

discussed their favourite facts with their

‘talk partners’.  They used these facts to write their own

sentences which they then illustrated.  Children have shown

great persistence in challenging themselves to read and

write some tricky words independently!

So far this half term, Year 1 have been reading The Bog Baby by Jeanne Willis which has inspired the

children to produce lots of fantastic writing.  They’ve shared their opinions of the text, described the

characters, written instructions for how to make a Bog Baby and created their own story maps in order to

help them retell the story next week.



Year 2 have also been enjoying reading The Bog Baby which has inspired them to write

a range of brilliant texts such as a persuasive letter to the girls in the story and a

piece of instructional writing explaining to the reader how to care for a Bog Baby.  This

week, children have planned their own retelling of the book.  They changed elements of

the story, such as the characters and setting, to make it their own whilst keeping the

main parts of the original story the same to help them structure their writing.

Year 3 have been exploring Paris through their text A Walk in Paris
by Salvatore Rubbino in which the author describes the city through

the eyes of a young girl and her grandad.  They researched

information about the Eiffel Tower and produced their own

non-fiction guides.  Children also imagined themselves on their own

tour of Paris and wrote about this in the style of the author, using

the simple present tense.

The Castle Group have also been thinking about how Salvatore

Rubbino brought his book A Walk in Paris to life. They noticed

the author’s use of direct speech, the detailed illustrations and

the interesting way that the text is laid out on the pages.

Children enjoyed using role play to take their very own walk in

Paris, describing what they could see as they pottered past the

Pompidou Centre and strolled along the Champs-Élysées!



Having finished A Walk in Paris, Year 4 have moved on to their new class novel - The Invention of
Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick.  They have explored the opening moments of the book, set in Paris

in 1931, in which the eponymous Hugo tries to steal a wind-up mouse from the old man’s toy booth.

A freeze frame activity helped children delve into the emotions of the characters in that moment...

Children then wrote from the perspective of both these characters, using precise vocabulary choices, the

‘show don’t tell’ technique and fronted adverbials to communicate the tension and emotion to the reader.

Year 5 have been enjoying reading the book The
London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd.  The story is

told by the main character, Ted, who watches his

cousin Salim board the London Eye and is baffled when

he does not return.  Ted and his sister Kat (alongside

the children in Year 5!) are now on a mission to solve the mystery

of Salim’s disappearance.  Year 5 have been inspired by the text

to write diary entries in the style of Ted and a recount of an

imagined police interview.  They are now set to use their

journalistic skills to write a newspaper report about the

inexplicable mystery!



This half term, Year 6 have been exploring the novel Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle

Magorian.  Set in 1939, William Beech is evacuated out of London and sent to live in the

countryside with a friendly old man called Tom Oakley. The class empathised with Willie and

other children who were evacuated during this time and imagined what it would be like to be

evacuated themselves.  They wrote letters to their parents back in London informing them of

their journey and with details of their new lives.

In the latest chapter, Chamberlain - the

prime minister at the time - has made an

announcement that war has been declared.

Children created freeze frames of the scene

in the church to imagine what it would have

been like to hear this devastating news.

Play Club - new phone number

If you need to contact Play Club between 3.30-5.45pm, please use this number: 07786 807633.

Are you looking for a new role in the community? The East

Greenwich Food Bank is looking for volunteers to greet guests

and give out food parcels.  It is held every Thursday from 6.30pm

to 8pm at Christchurch on Trafalgar Road (next to The Forum).

Volunteers must be over 18 and able to commit to at least one

Thursday per month.  For more information, please contact Jess

(Sarah's mum - Y5) on 07906 717982.

Diary Dates

Friday, 28th May - Last day of Summer Term 1

Monday, 31st May - Friday 4th June inclusive - May half term holidays

Monday, 7th June - INSET day

Tuesday, 8th June - First day of Summer Term 2

Friday, 23rd July - Last day of 2020-21 school year



Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club

accounts on Parent Pay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

Dinner Accounts

A reminder that payment for school dinners should be made in advance; the cost of dinners for Summer

Term 1 is 28 days x £2.75 = £77. Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is
in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no charge for dinners.

As dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay, please contact Sharon or Tina in the school office
to get an up-to-date balance.

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Sharon by calling the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.


