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Dear Parents/Carers,

A lot can happen in a week.

When I popped my head around the Nursery door, a mini Prospero appeared, cape flying and staff in

hand.  There was a wooden boat about to set sail in the Foundation Stage garden and a musical tempest

being played in Reception.  Children across the school have thoroughly enjoyed immersing themselves in

Shakespeare’s play, The Tempest, this week - I’m impressed by how much the children know and

understand about the plot and characters already. A big thank you to Susanna Harding who started us

off, leading drama workshops across the whole school and following up with character videos.

It’s lovely to see how creative children can be when they are given the space to explore and experiment

with a sheet of newspaper!  Children are very much enjoying the build up to costume making and the

highlight of my week was certainly spending a little time teaching Art with two classes - one virtually

with Y6.  Those of you who have Instagram may have spotted some Arts Festival snapshots from around

the school at meridianlearns and, for those of you who haven’t, there are a plethora of photos below.

Thank you to those parents/carers who have completed the consent form regarding sharing images of

their child on the new school Instagram account. It would be helpful if all parents could do this - either

to agree or to disagree: https://forms.gle/89hYGew3G7SDdM9h6 We will not assume consent from

any family.

As you will have seen from my letters, sadly we have had four confirmed cases of Covid in school this

week - all within one bubble.  The parent of one child who tested positive has asked me to stress the

importance of parents following the guidelines and arranging a PCR test if any of the main Covid

symptoms are present.  Her child’s symptoms were ‘a high temperature, very sore head, sore stomach

and diarrhoea.  He could taste and smell’.  Indeed, NHS advice is that if a person has any one of the

three main symptoms (a high temperature, a new continuous cough, a loss or change to your sense of

smell or taste), they should get a PCR test:

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-symptoms/ I am sure you will join

me in wishing the children and staff member a speedy recovery.  We will remain vigilant in school as, I

am sure, will you at home.

Google Classroom has proved very useful again this week, and Y6 have engaged well in their remote

learning - Jane has been particularly impressed by the children’s Shakespearean insults, written in role

as Caliban!  Please note that homework continues to be set each Friday via Google Classroom.  If your

child is not able to access this for any reason, please do let us know as soon as possible so that we can

help.

A quick reminder that a virtual ‘welcome to our school’ meeting is taking place next Wednesday at 10am

for all September 2021 Reception Parents.  We still have places in our Nursery class for September -

please spread the word and contact Sharon if you are interested.

Have a lovely weekend.  Thankfully, it appears there will be no tempests on Saturday when the sun is

forecast to shine.

Best wishes,

Jo

Jo Graham, Headteacher

https://forms.gle/89hYGew3G7SDdM9h6
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-symptoms/


What have our children been learning during the first week of the Arts Festival? And,

what can you do with a sheet of newspaper?!

Nursery have made a fabulous start to the

Arts Festival.  The drama workshop with

Susanna introduced the children to the

characters in ‘The Tempest’ and inspired

some very convincing acting - check out

these fierce faces!  The children have had

great fun exploring their chosen character

Ariel in more detail - they’ve thought about

how he might look and how he created his

ferocious storm.  As artists, children have

mixed colours to make stormy floor

paintings.  This week’s wet weather certainly

didn’t dampen any spirits - in fact, it provided the

perfect setting for reenacting the shipwreck in

the outdoor classroom!

Reception enjoyed being introduced to the characters from ‘The Tempest’

through their drama workshop and had great fun in their classroom using drama

and music to explore the sights and sounds of a storm. They listened to Sibelius’

‘The Tempest’ and looked online at the beautiful paintings of ships in storms on

display at the Maritime Museum.  Children then used these to imagine what it

would be like to be on board a ship during a tumultuous storm.  In planning to

make a costume for a character, they have begun to explore different designs

and styles of clothing.  Today, they enjoyed carefully placing their exploratory

designs made from newspaper on their real-life model, Esther!



Year 1 have made a great start to

learning the story of Shakespeare’s

‘The Tempest’ by participating

brilliantly in their drama workshop

with Susanna.  They explored what

life might have been like on the

island for Miranda and used their

brilliant ideas to

create their own

imaginary maps!

In their Art lessons,

children have enjoyed studying the work of fashion designers such as Madeleine

Vionnet and Alexander McQueen.  They have used their designs as inspiration to imagine what their own

costume for Miranda might look like and have begun to experiment with creating different forms out of

newspaper.

What a wonderful first week of the Arts Festival Year 2 children have had!  They used drama to explore

the relationship between key characters, Ariel and Prospero, reflecting on the many different emotions

they feel throughout the play.  In their Art lessons, the children have been focussing on collecting ideas,

using a range of fashion and costume designers for inspiration.  They rose to the challenge of creating

different forms and textures out of newspaper to represent Ariel’s movements such as bowing, darting,

swirling and dancing!



Year 3 have also made a great start to our Arts Festival. They thought about the setting of the play and

created their own soundscape for the island.  This provided inspiration for some creative writing which

included interesting synonyms to improve their descriptions and engage their readers.  They are all proud

of the way everyone became involved and contributed to the drama workshop with Susanna.  Last, but by

no means least, their wearable newspaper sculptures were also a success!

In preparation for their letter writing, Year 4 children have been

delving into the characters of Ariel and Prospero. What do they want

from each other?  What are their needs and desires? Drama and

role-play have helped them really understand the characters before

they begin writing as them.  In Art, children discussed different

costume and fashion pieces, thinking about form and texture and how

these might relate to aspects of the characters. They then

experimented with form and texture themselves using sheets of

newspaper!



Year 5 have really enjoyed looking at ‘The Tempest’ throughout the first week of the Arts Festival.

Through drama, they explored the character Antonio and tried to infer his thoughts and feelings during

the key events of the story.  They also discussed whether they thought Antonio would feel regret for his

actions towards Prospero and Miranda, or whether he would feel completely remorseless - this has

certainly led to lots of interesting discussions! In the afternoons, children have joined the rest of the

school in experimenting with newspaper!  Thinking about the characters in ‘The Tempest’, they also looked

at different textile sculptures and gave reasons for which character matched which sculpture the best.

Despite learning remotely since Wednesday, Year 6 have made a very impressive start to the Arts

Festival.  They have analysed sections from the text to learn more about their chosen character, Caliban,

and explored different artists’ and designers’ interpretations of how he might look.

Today, they applied their knowledge of grammar to tackle a challenge involving Elizabethan English! In

role as Caliban, children wrote nature-inspired curses which they then edited to include Shakespearean

pronouns: thy = your; thine = yours; thou = you (when you is the subject of the sentence); and thee = you

(when you is the object of the sentence).  They did a fantastic job!

In their Art Google Meet with Jo this morning, children explored different techniques for creating 3D

shapes with paper.  Then they practised these on their own and uploaded photos of their brilliant efforts

to Google Classroom.  In the absence of their classmates to use as models, children showed great

resourcefulness in dressing their siblings, soft toys - and even their pets!



Nursery places

We have morning places available in the Nursery from September 2021.  We can

also accommodate the ‘30 hours’ offer for those children who are eligible.

Chargeable top up places are available so that part-time children can attend for

more sessions.

If you know someone who is looking for a Nursery place - either on a part time or

full time basis - please contact Sharon in the office for more information or email

sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk.

Diary Dates

Virtual Parents’ Evenings: Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th July

Friday, 23rd July - Last day of 2020-21 school year

Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts

on Parent Pay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

Dinner Accounts

A reminder that payment for school dinners should be made in advance; the cost of dinners for Summer

Term 2 is 34 days x £2.75 = £93.50

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no
charge for dinners.

As dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay, please contact Sharon or Tina in the school office

to get an up-to-date balance.

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Sharon by calling the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.


