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Dear Parents/Carers,

Today, in our whole school assembly, I showed the children a book written

by Year 6.  This wasn’t a recent publication; it was created six years ago

when the children were in our Reception class!  The book (which some

parents may remember) was inspired by William Shakespeare’s play, The

Tempest, and was full of letters written by the children in the role of

shipwrecked sailors.  When I read out some of their writing, apparently

they thought it was highly amusing that this consisted of only one to two

sentences.  What an achievement that was for the children all those

years ago and, as you saw in last week’s newsletter about writing, what a lot of progress they have made

over time.  As Y6 embarks on their last half term at Meridian, I hope they will enjoy returning to this

fabulous text...

Starting on 21st June, children from Nursery to Year 6 will be immersed in our

Arts Festival, based on The Tempest.  Susanna Harding, who has a great deal

of experience teaching drama and Shakespeare, will return to Meridian to lead

workshops with all the classes.  Children will be taking part in a range of

drama, writing and art activities and will be producing letters and costumes.

We are very much looking forward to bringing the whole school together in

this way.  Whilst we will not have a physical exhibition in the middle hall this

year, we do want to share the children’s work with you as it progresses.  We

are therefore planning a digital exhibition and considering launching an Instagram account.

This leads me nicely onto technology in the curriculum! FROMS have recently handed the school a

cheque for almost £6,000.  This is to buy a second bundle of thirty Chromebooks and a charging table.

This will make a real difference to the learning of children.  There are lots of examples below about the

ways in which children use technology in school; having additional resources will really enhance this

important curriculum area - thank you!

And finally, I just want to acknowledge that Covid and the most recent lockdown has left us a little out

of sync with Parents’ Evenings - our second one would normally have happened in February and the year

would have ended with a written report to parents/carers. This year, we will tie the two things

together: we will hold Parents’ Evenings during the week beginning 12th July and this will provide an

opportunity to discuss children’s annual reports. It is likely that these meetings will be virtual, as was

the case in the Autumn term.  Please do remember that if you wish to talk to your child’s class teacher

about any aspect of their learning or development, you do not need to wait until Parents’ Evening - please

contact the class teacher via the school office to arrange a mutually convenient time to talk/meet

virtually.

Have a lovely half term break.  Whilst I hope that you and your family stay healthy, if your child does

test positive for Covid over the holiday period, please do email us at

sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk straight away.  We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 8th June.

Best wishes,

Jo

Jo Graham, Headteacher

mailto:sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk


What have our children been learning?

As part of the curriculum area Understanding the World, Foundation Stage children learn to

recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools, and they select

and use technology for particular purposes.

Nursery children have been using technology to

support their scientific learning.  They have

used an iPad to record the changes they

observed by photographing

the life cycle of a

caterpillar to butterfly.

Reception have been observing

caterpillars in their natural habitats

and were able to see butterflies

emerge from their chrysalises close up

on the whiteboard.  They then

consolidated their scientific

knowledge of the lifecycle of a

butterfly by using an iPad to sequence

the different stages.  To support their geographical

learning this week, children have been learning how to

use Google Maps to find our school.

In their Computing lessons this half term, KS1 and KS2 children have been exploring how to use

technology to collect, analyse, evaluate and present data and information.

Year 1 have become increasingly self-assured users

of the school Chromebooks - they are now confident

at logging in and out of their laptops more

independently and at navigating the mouse!  To

develop their data handling skills, they’ve been

learning how to use an app to experiment with

different ways of representing data.  Children used

their knowledge from last term’s Science lessons to

create flow charts about animals.

Year 2 have also been drawing on their scientific

knowledge in order to produce different charts to

represent data.  Having learnt about various

minibeasts, including their habitats and life cycles,

children created some wonderful pictograms.  They

have also begun to explore branch diagrams - these

required them to think about how to sort

minibeasts based on their appearance or the type

of microhabitats we might find them in!



In their French lessons, Year 3 conducted a

survey by asking each other the question:

“Quelle est la date de ton anniversaire?” (When
is your birthday?) They collected their data by

recording children’s birthday months in a tally

chart and then explored different ways of

representing their findings graphically.  Can you

see in which month most Year 3 children

celebrate their birthday?

Year 4 have had great fun exploring how to use

data-handling software.  Inspired by their learning in

Geography around the populations of urban and rural

areas, they researched the populations of capital cities

in Europe.  First, they entered the data into a table,

before converting this into the graphs they thought

would best show the data.  Children were then

challenged to explain why they had made their

decisions!

Drawing on their learning

in Science about animal

classification, Year 5 have

been exploring various

ways of collecting,

recording and presenting

data.  Children thought

about which type of chart

would best show the

similarities and differences

between different types

of animals and help people

to identify which group

they belong to.  As a class,

they decided that a

branch diagram was the

most appropriate way to

record and present their

comparisons.

Year 6 have been investigating

ways to present their

geographical knowledge of

countries around the world.

Having researched the

population, proportion of

different religions and land

mass of different countries,

they learnt how to create a

table on Google Sheets (similar

to Excel) to collate their data.

Children then used the

chart function to present

their research - they

chose a pie chart which

tied in nicely with their

Maths this week!



Bye bye, butterflies!

Having nurtured them from compact caterpillars into beautiful butterflies, it was time for Year 2 to say

goodbye to their minute minibeast friends this week as they released them in the Green Garden...

Nursery places

We have morning places available in the Nursery from September 2021.  We can

also accommodate the ‘30 hours’ offer for those children who are eligible.

Chargeable top up places are available so that part-time children can attend for

more sessions.

If you know someone who is looking for a Nursery place - either on a part time or

full time basis - please contact Sharon in the office for more information or email

sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk.

Diary Dates

Friday, 28th May - Last day of Summer Term 1

Monday, 31st May - Friday 4th June inclusive - May half term holidays

Monday, 7th June - INSET day - school closed to children for staff training

Tuesday, 8th June - First day of Summer Term 2

Friday, 23rd July - Last day of 2020-21 school year



Please make sure your child does not bring anything into school other than their packed lunch

(where relevant), a refillable water bottle and their reading book in a bag.  The latest must-have

item on the playground seems to be the ‘Pop It’ - these should remain at home.  If your child has

SEND or you are otherwise concerned about their focus and attention, please contact the school

to speak to Ali.

Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts

on Parent Pay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

Dinner Accounts

A reminder that payment for school dinners should be made in advance; the cost of dinners for Summer

Term 1 is 28 days x £2.75 = £77 and for Summer Term 2 is 34 days x £2.75 = £93.50

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no
charge for dinners.

As dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay, please contact Sharon or Tina in the school office

to get an up-to-date balance.

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Sharon by calling the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.

EU Settlement Scheme

With the EU Settlement Scheme (EUSS) application deadline (30th June) fast approaching, schools have

been asked to remind any parents/carers that if they are an EU, EEA or Swiss citizen, they and their

family members may be eligible to apply to the Settlement Scheme.

It is crucial that eligible parents apply to the Scheme themselves and check whether they need to do so

on behalf of their children. Eligible children are required to have an application in their own right and no

child of any age is covered by a parent’s application to the EUSS. There’s more information on this here.

To provide additional guidance, a very clear EUSS leaflet has been produced by the University of

Liverpool, in partnership with the Home Office. It has been designed with children in mind and is intended

to support both children and parents with information to help them apply to the EUSS. A set of

accompanying FAQs is available too.

If you are eligible to apply, please read this leaflet and other EUSS resources. A list of organisations

providing additional EUSS guidance and information is available here.

Applications to the EUSS are free and can be made online at www.gov.uk/eusettlementscheme, where you

can also find out more information about how to apply.

https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=d4dcb840b6&e=ddbbda522c
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=e779ed8716&e=ddbbda522c
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=94fd1e0bfa&e=ddbbda522c
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=94fd1e0bfa&e=ddbbda522c
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=b864a0b3f0&e=ddbbda522c
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=fee84f11ac&e=ddbbda522c
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=3ee140bfd1&e=ddbbda522c


Free meals for kids during school holidays

The Royal Borough of Greenwich is ensuring that regular meals are provided for all children and young

people within the borough during school holidays.

Food is served at multiple locations across the borough, and there's no age limit for children, meaning

that nutritious meals are readily available and families continue to receive support outside of school term

time.

Date Location Serving time

Tuesday 1st June Woolwich Library

Thamesmere Leisure Centre

Plumstead Adventure Play Centre

Glyndon Adventure Play Centre

Woolwich Adventure Play Centre

Meridian Adventure Play Centre

Coldharbour Adventure Play Centre

12-1pm

12-1pm

1pm-2pm

1pm-2pm

1pm-2pm

1pm-2pm

1pm-2pm

Wednesday 2nd June Woolwich Library

Thamesmere Leisure Centre

Greenwich Centre

Plumstead Centre

Eltham Centre

12-1pm

Thursday 3rd June Woolwich Library

Thamesmere Leisure Centre

Plumstead Adventure Play Centre

Glyndon Adventure Play Centre

Woolwich Adventure Play Centre

Meridian Adventure Play Centre

Coldharbour Adventure Play Centre

12-1pm

12-1pm

1pm-2pm

1pm-2pm

1pm-2pm

1pm-2pm

1pm-2pm

Friday 4th June Woolwich Library

Thamesmere Leisure Centre

Greenwich Centre

Plumstead Centre

Eltham Centre

12-1pm




