
Whole School Newsletter

Friday 2nd July 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

‘I know what a tempest is, it’s a storm!’ announced a Reception child proudly during today’s whole school

assembly - absolutely.  And, some could be forgiven for thinking there was a tempest at Meridian this

week - it has certainly been a tumultuous week in some ways.  Sadly, our community has reflected the

national picture of rising Covid cases in schools and an increase in the number of children and adults

who need to self-isolate due to contacts outside of school.  Although we had four teachers and our

Year 6 bubble out of school, the good ship Meridian sailed on and the children’s Arts Festival

continued...

Towards the end of the school day, I found Year 1

awash with the blues and greens of a stormy sea filled

with seaweed and the children calmly contemplating the

results of their creativity.  There were lots of budding

designers hard at work throughout the school and a sea

of calico covering the tables.  Children at home were

also engaging well with their home learning, and we are

very much looking forward to welcoming Year 6 back to

school on Monday.

Do have a look at the children’s lovely work below and,

as Jeff would say, check out our Instagram posts at meridianlearns!

As you may have seen from previous newsletters, the last day of this school term is Friday 23rd July,

and the children return after the summer holidays on Monday 6th September (with the first three

days of term being INSET days for staff).  Before then, and in time for the last week of term, we will

launch our Virtual Arts Exhibition on Google Classroom so that families can read children’s letters and

admire their wearable fabric sculptures!

The booking link for Parents’ Evenings will be sent out next week.  These will take place virtually on

Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th July.

Thank you for your ongoing support during these extraordinary times.  Have a lovely weekend.

Best   wishes,   
Jo     
Jo   Graham,   Headteacher   



What have our children been learning during the second week of the Arts Festival?

The Tempest continued to inspire Nursery this week when the children’s ideas came to life through

drama.  Responding to  Prospero’s request to make a powerful storm, the children acted in role as Ariel

and had a fabulous time!  In Art, the class have been developing their investigation skills through dying

calico from white to ‘stormy’ colours.  The children were transfixed by the process and the results are

amazing!

Reception couldn’t believe their eyes when a mysterious letter

turned up in their classroom this week!  It was a letter from

Prospero asking Ariel to create a tremendous storm. Eager to

help, the children quickly got themselves into role as Ariel and

thought imaginatively about the actions and words they would use

to create their very own tempest.  They are now using these ideas

to inspire a return letter to Prospero.  In Art, the costume

designing has begun!  Children have been wrapping and tying

objects into fabric and then dying them in storm-inspired colours.

They have been amazed at the wonderful patterns created so far.



This week, Year 1 have been gathering their ideas in order to write a letter from Miranda to her father,

Prospero.  They have explored techniques that they can use to persuade him to spend more time with her

and thought of ambitious adjectives that they can include to describe the wonders of the island.  As

artists, children have further developed their ideas for a piece of clothing for Miranda that would

reflect her love for the island.  They have also experimented with colour mixing and shared which colours

they believe would best reflect Miranda’s personality.

Year 2 have had another wonderful week immersing themselves in both their letter writing and costume

designing.  In English, they have completed their first drafts of their letters as Ariel to Prospero,

appealing for their freedom.  Children have now begun to re-draft and edit their work to improve their

writing further.

In preparation for creating their costume for Ariel, they have practised cutting, stitching and

colour-mixing.  The making process is now well underway - children have begun to cut their fabric as well

as dye their forms!



Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed immersing themselves

in the life of their character, Caliban.  They have

recounted what his past was like on the island, both

before Prospero and Miranda landed and after.  In

order to understand the enslaved Caliban’s despair and

enmity towards Prospero, children acted out some of

the arduous tasks that he is forced to perform.

In Art, the experimentations with newspaper have continued and trials with calico have begun - children

have now decided where they want to place their textile sculptures and some of the forms of

embellishments they will add to their final pieces.

Year 4 have continued working towards their letter writing and begun their first drafts.  They have

thought about the structure of their letters and learned how to use the present perfect tense so that

they can express Ariel’s feelings about his continued service to Prospero.

In Art, children’s ideas for their costumes have evolved, and they have moved their experimentations

from newspaper to textiles.  They’ve thought about how they can join fabrics using knotting, twisting and

stitching, and have decided that wire will help support the form of their final costume pieces.



Year 5 have thrown themselves into their learning this week with

plenty of enthusiasm!  In their English sessions, they have been

drawing on all of their character work on Antonio (Prospero’s

malevolent brother) to begin to write letters from his perspective.

Taking two different approaches, some children have chosen to

write letters seeking repentance and their brother’s forgiveness,

and others have shown a more remorseless edge!  In Art, they have

been experimenting by manipulating and joining calico using

different techniques to create a variety of forms. Children have

shown great creativity in thinking of various ways that Antonio’s

character traits can be portrayed through his costume design.

Year 6 have been flexing their Meridian Learning Muscles - they have shown incredible resourcefulness

and excellent focus when working at home this week. In English, they have brought together all their

ideas and, in role as Caliban, they have started writing their letter to Prospero.  Beginning by recounting

their memories of the island before Prospero’s arrival, they have gone on to curse the wizard and

complain about his unfair treatment of them.  In Art, children have been thinking about the way Caliban

looks, moves and behaves and have explored how they can represent challenging ideas such as ‘cramps,

crouches low and lumbering’ and ‘snarling, roaring and scowling’ through shapes, colours and textures. The

children are looking forward to returning to the school building next week when they can pull together all

their creative ideas!



Diary Dates

Saturday 10th July 12-4pm - the 2021 Open Air Summer Fair

see FROMS update below

Virtual Parents’ Evenings: Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th July from 3.30-6.10pm - booking

information will be sent home next week

Friday, 23rd July - Last day of 2020-21 school year

2021-22 School Year

The first day of the 2021-22 school year for children will be Monday 6th September except

for Reception children who start on Tuesday 7th September.

New Nursery children have also been given their individual start dates.

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school allocates five

training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.

Training days for 2021-2022 are:

INSET 1 - Wednesday 1st September 2021

INSET 2 - Thursday 2nd September 2021

INSET 3 - Friday 3rd September 2021

INSET 4 & 5 to be confirmed

Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts

on Parent Pay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

Dinner Accounts

A reminder that payment for school dinners should be made in advance; the cost of dinners for Summer

Term 2 is 34 days x £2.75 = £93.50

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no
charge for dinners.

As dinner account balances do not show on Parent Pay, please contact Sharon or Tina in the school office

to get an up-to-date balance.

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Sharon by calling the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates/3


FROMS Update

This year the summer fair will be an

open air affair!

On Saturday 10th July between

12-4pm, we will be setting up stalls in

the gardens of Meridian families with

the aim of safely delivering a summer

fair experience to the local community,

and raising money for the school.

A map showing where the stalls are

located will be issued in the week

before the summer fair.

There are lots of ways that you can

get involved and help FROMS make

this event a success:

1.  Run/help on a stall

We have the following stalls confirmed so far:

● Cakes sale – Braddyll Street

● Bags of sweets sale – Braddyll Street

● Tombola/nearly new – Woodland Crescent

● Clothes nearly new/ Lemonade sale/ Guess the baby teacher – Walnut Tree Road

● Nearly new/game – Hervey Road

Please let us know if you would like to run a stall, or assist at any of the above addresses.

2.  Donate items to sell on the stalls or give as prizes for the games.

● Bake some cakes

● Wrapped sweets

● Books, nearly new clothes/shoes, games, toys

● Party bag type goodies to give as prizes (e.g. stickers, pencils, small toys)

3.  Donate items for the tombola or raffle

● New toiletries, make up, books, toys, stationary, food and drink.

● Perhaps you work for a company that can donate a prize for the raffle (e.g. tickets / meal voucher)

4.  Come to the Summer Fair and encourage neighbours, friends and family to come along as well!

Please bring any donations to school and place them in the blue bucket which will be located at the main

gates until Friday 9th July!

Please let the FROMS COMMITTEE or your class reps know if you can help.



Information for activities for the Summer Holidays

All Kids Can

ActivCamps will be returning to Fossdene Primary School (SE7

7NQ) during the summer holidays (26th July-27th August).

Please click on the link below for further information on the

courses:

All Kids Can Summer Holiday Activ Camps

Blackheath Conservatoire - Summer Holiday Programme

(19th July - 27th August)

The Summer Holiday programme of music, art, drama and

mindfulness lessons and tuition at The Conservatoire in

Blackheath is now available.

Please visit their website for more information: Summer

Holiday Courses

To enrol please call 020 8852 0234 or email

info@conservatoire.org.uk.

https://fliphtml5.com/icnmd/aqvj
https://www.conservatoire.org.uk/summerholiday
https://www.conservatoire.org.uk/summerholiday

