
Friday 11th September 2020  

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

It is so lovely to have Year 1 to Year 6 and our Nursery children back in school 

together again.  It is also lovely to have the whole staff team back under one 

roof.  On Monday, we will welcome our new Reception Class and new Nursery 

starters into our building and the whole school community will be physically together for the first 

time in many months - a momentous occasion. 

 

Settling in 

You must be very proud of how well your children have 

transitioned back into school; I know I am.  They have adapted   

quickly to new routines and are incredibly settled in their 

classrooms each day.  Indeed, children are engaged in their 

learning and certainly seem to be enjoying our whole school 

topic, ‘We are Meridian’.  As usual, teachers will write to you 

next week with more information about our curriculum this term 

and also about classroom routines.  Next week, we will also send out invitations 

to virtual ‘Meet the Teacher’ events.  These will be hosted on Google Meet 

and all details will be emailed to you.   

 

Home learning/homework 

Each week, learning activities are set by teachers for children to complete at 

home. These reinforce and complement classroom learning and give parents an insight into this. 

Children are rewarded for completing homework as part of class reward schemes and we appreciate 

parents’ support in ensuring they do so.  In Reception and Year 1, home learning relates to reading 

and phonics/spelling; in Year 2-Year 6, a piece of maths or English will also be set each week.  

 

This year, we are going to post home learning activities on Google Classroom. This will begin from 

next Friday 18th September and we will send children’s log in details and passwords home.  An 

explanation of how to use Google Classroom is available on the school website under our Home 

Learning page. 

 

Whilst I hope that we do not face a local lockdown or need to send bubbles of children home, we are 

preparing for all eventualities.  Most children who were at home last term used Google Classroom to 

access home learning.  Should we need to provide more home learning for your child than a weekly 

homework task this school year, we would like to be able to move seamlessly into our previous system 

again.  As such, teachers will show all children how to use Google Classroom regularly in school. 

Similarly, if children can log on at home to complete homework tasks each week, this will help to make 

Google Classroom a familiar way of learning. 

 

If you do not have access to a home computer of some description (e.g. laptop, PC, iPad), please let 

your child’s class teacher know so that we can provide paper copies of home learning. 

 

Routines 

Children are showing great independence in coming into the school playground 

each morning and they are lining up so sensibly.  It is reassuring that they 

remember which year group they are in, who their new teacher is and what 

their line number is!  Thank you for being punctual and following our white dot 



system - it is helping to keep children, parents/carers and staff safe.  Come rain or 

shine we will need to follow this system at drop-off and pick-up times as it will be 

logistically impossible to do this any other way.  Therefore, if it is cloudy or looks like 

rain, please do send your child into school with a waterproof jacket. 

 

There is certainly a lot of handwashing going on in school and many of you will have 

spotted the new sinks in the playground.  These have made a big difference in easing 

congestion in the indoor sink areas.  In fact, we think it is working so well, we have 

ordered more!  

 

As I write this letter, it's lunchtime in school.  Whole school lunch is 

timetabled across two hours and is running remarkably well.  Lots of 

children are playing happily with their classmates in their designated 

areas of the playground whilst other year groups are simultaneously 

learning in their classrooms.  At any one time, I can hear the sound of 

handwashing and the footsteps of children (and staff) walking sensibly 

up and down our one-way staircases as they transition between 

different areas! 

 

Children now have a timetabled class slot 

in the dining hall for lunch and everything is incredibly orderly.  Many 

children and staff are appreciating the reopening of the school kitchen 

and enjoying Donna’s cooked meals.  The very few children who don’t 

manage to finish their meal before they are collected by their teacher 

can continue eating in their classrooms.  We think this is working well 

but if you have any questions, do let us know. 

 

Daily exercise 

During the summer term, we 

introduced daily exercise for all children.  As this was working so 

well, we have decided to continue it this school year.  All the children 

are taking part in physical activities (outside wherever possible) at 

least once a day - thank you for dressing your child in appropriate 

clothing to allow this to happen.  Children will also have a longer PE 

lesson once a week and teachers will let you know which day when 

they write to you next Friday. Once you know your child’s PE day, you 

can send them into school in a PE kit (jogging bottoms, shorts or 

leggings) on this day - please remember that as children will not be 

able to get changed in school at this time, they need to wear a kit which is suitable to wear all day. 

 

Playground improvements 

The ball court and green garden are now clothed in a beautiful new living 

wall which has created a cosy feel to the children’s playspace.  The ivy is 

also doing an important job of helping to filter some of the traffic 

fumes from the surrounding roads.  And there’s more… Over the summer 

holidays, a new jasmine tunnel was also installed.  The children absolutely 

love it and Jane had the pleasure of videoing me running through it 

earlier in the week for our first virtual children’s assembly!  Many 

thanks again to FROMS for making these green additions to our 

playground possible - thank you especially to Holly and Gayle for all their 



hard work in coordinating the project and to Darryl for overseeing the installation.   

  

Play Club and Breakfast Club 

Thank you to everyone who completed our Breakfast Club and Play Club survey.  For those of you who 

have indicated you would like a place for your child at Breakfast Club or Play Club on the survey, I can 

confirm that your child can attend from Monday 14th September (or from Monday 21st September 

for Reception).   

 

Numbers for Breakfast Club are small and all the children will therefore be in one bubble.  We will 

sit children in paired year groups to eat and play.  Mark and Nealam will continue to supervise. 

 

Play Club children will be in three bubbles: 

● Reception and Year 1 with Nadia and Nealam 

● Year 3 and Year 4 with Grant 

● Year 2 and Year 5 and 6 with Mark (there are small numbers of Y5/6 and also this 

combination of ages works very well at our annual school Camp!) 

 

Play Club children will spend time playing outside and inside in designated areas.   

 

During Play Club, staff will not be able to answer the buzzer continuously as they cannot leave the 

other children in their bubble.  As such, please collect your child at either 5pm, 5.15pm, 5.30pm 

or 5.45pm.  At these times, children can be dismissed to parents/carers following the same routine 

that we have in place at the end of the school day.  Next week, parents/carers will be asked to 

complete a booking form indicating their preferred collection time. 

 

Please note that in order to run Play Club in line with DfE guidance, staffing hours have been 

increased.  As such, it is likely that the cost of Play Club will rise after half term.  We will keep you 

informed. 

 

And finally… 

Thank you for your ongoing support during these extraordinary times.  Governors and staff feel that 

we have a good balance between keeping the school as safe an environment as possible and keeping 

school life as normal as possible for children.  Remember that our FAQs are on the school website 

and that you can catch me or Jane in the playground before or after school. 

 

Best wishes, 

Jo 

Jo Graham - Headteacher 

 

 

 


