
Whole School Newsletter

Friday 20th May 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

The school has been filled with singing and visitors this week!  There has been much preparation for our Jubilee

celebrations next Thursday, interviews, families browsing the Arts Exhibition and, today, a whole group of

teachers and leaders from Greenwich schools on the school roof.  The latter were talking about all things

Science (and tinkering) with Dr Helen Clarke and Dr Sharon Witt as part of our partnership with the PTI

(Princes Trust Institute).  It was great to see nursery, primary and secondary colleagues collaborating in this

way: strengthening our understanding of children’s learning journeys from early years through to A level and

building our capacity to support children across Greenwich - together we are stronger.

A warm welcome to Nana who some of you will already have ‘met’ over the phone.  Nana has

recently joined our busy school office as a Finance/Admin Officer.

We are very much looking forward to our Summer Fair which, after what feels like a long

absence, returns to the school playground on Saturday 11th June.  FROMs need volunteers -

if you think you can help in any way, please speak to your class rep or me, Jane or Rhianna on

the playground.  Alternatively, please email fromsgroup@gmail.com.

And finally, please do take the time to read the attached information about scarlet fever

which the South London Public Health Team have asked me to share with you.  We currently

have two confirmed cases of this usually mild childhood illness in the school and one case of

chickenpox.  If you have any questions, please do let me know.

Best wishes,

Jo Jo Graham  Headteacher

What have our children been learning about in English this week?

Nursery children have been very

focussed and engaged reading ‘Errol’s
Garden’ by Gillian Hibbs.  In the story,

Errol creates a garden on the roof of

his block with the help of his

neighbours.  Children practised writing

their names on the petals of the beautiful flowers

they made and have also enjoyed acting out what

they would do in the garden, including sowing seeds

and picking strawberries from a bush!

Reception have really enjoyed getting

stuck into their new book ‘Yucky Worms’
by Vivian French.  After carefully

listening to the story, they discussed the

new facts they had found out about

these fascinating minibeasts.  The class

then set about making a wormery so that they could see

some in action - children have been very curious,

checking each day to see what is happening!  They have

also been busy writing down their newly acquired facts.



Having previously enjoyed reading Mary Hoffman’s ‘Amazing Grace’, Key Stage 1 children

have loved exploring another of the author’s brilliant books - ‘Grace and Family’. Year 1

used freeze frames to represent their favourite parts of the story, which the rest of

the class then had to guess - can you tell from the photos below whose favourite part was

when Grace picked her first African dress and whose favourite part was when Grace met

a crocodile?!  Children then showed fantastic persistence when applying their phonics

knowledge to writing their own sentences.

The Rocking Horse Room have immersed themselves in the story by

role-playing key moments, such as when Grace receives an envelope in the

post and when she first arrives in the Gambia.  This helped them to

empathise with the characters, imagining what Grace, Ma and Nana might

have been thinking.  Children then recorded their brilliant ideas in

thought bubbles.

Keen writers in Year 2 have produced a range of fabulous writing inspired

by the text, including diary entries and a letter to reassure

Grace about her feelings towards her family.

This week, they studied images and watched

videos of a Gambian market, just like the one

Grace goes to visit in the book.  From this,

children developed descriptive phrases of the

market using their senses, which they then used

to create their very own sensory poems!



Year 3, Year 4 and the Discovery Group have been enjoying ‘The Promise’ by Nicola

Davies, a beautifully-illustrated book about hope and our power to change the world.

Year 3 began by studying the illustrations and text in order to make inferences about

the main character.

Having role-played being the girl so that they could imagine

her thoughts and feelings, children have now begun to write

in role, describing the incident with the old lady and what

they are planning to do next.

The Discovery Group have also enjoyed undertaking role-playing activities, using illustrations from the book as

their stimulus to empathise with the girl’s emotions and try to understand her subsequent actions.

Having visualised the story’s setting, they

wrote poems to reflect the harsh industrial

landscape of the text.  Children were very

reflective when drafting and editing their

work, thinking carefully about their choice of

vocabulary and the impact it would have.

Poets in Year 4 have also been using the story’s urban setting as a stimulus for

their own poetry.  They were very resourceful in taking the advice of fellow

poet Joseph Coelho, following his guidance to get all of their ideas down onto

the page first before carefully redrafting.  Once they were happy with their

poems, children showed great confidence in performing them to the class!



This term, Year 5 have been reading ‘The London Eye Mystery' by Siobhan Dowd, a story

about a boy called Salim who goes missing after supposedly getting on the London Eye.  His

cousins, Ted and Kat, have taken on the task of being detectives investigating his

disappearance.  When making predictions about what might have happened, the class

managed to come up with plenty of theories of their own.

In preparing to write newspaper reports about Salim’s disappearance, children considered the thoughts and

feelings of the characters involved, which they used to plan quotes to include in their reports.  They have now

begun to write their reports, adding factual details into their introductions through the use of parenthesis.

Year 6 have started their new class novel in English this week - ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ by

Michelle Magorian - which begins with an evacuee from London being placed with a man called

Tom Oakley in the countryside at the start of World War II.  Using their inference skills,

they imagined what it would have been like to be a child being evacuated from London during

this time.  After debating what they would pack in their cases if they could choose only three

items, they used the subjunctive form to explain their choices.

Children used role-play to explore the different stages of the evacuees’ journey - boarding

the train, waiting to be chosen by a family, arriving at their new home in the countryside - and

tried to express the range of emotions that children might have felt, from resentment,

distrust and trepidation to excitement!  This led to them

beginning

to write

in role as

an

evacuee

to their

parents

back in

London.



Masterful Mathematicians

‘To teach is to learn twice’ - Joseph Joubert

Our whole school value of nurture was on display in the upper Key Stage 2 classrooms today as Year 5 children

were mentored in Maths by their new Year 6 arithmetic buddies!

Arts Festival Exhibition Opening Times:

If you’ve not yet had the chance to do so, please come along to the middle hall to see the

children’s art work, read their stories and browse the learning journey displays.

Monday 23rd until Friday 27th May 8.45am and 3.15pm



Payments

Please continue to make payments for any outstanding charges relating to dinners, Play Club and Breakfast

Club.

Dinner Accounts

If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount

outstanding as soon as possible.  The balance does not show on ParentPay - please contact the office if you

need to know your up-to-date balance.

The cost of dinners for Summer Term 1 is £74.25.

Please note that dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school
meals.

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Kellie by calling the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.

Key events:

Arts Festival Exhibition Opening Times:

Monday 23rd until Friday 27th May 8.45am and 3.15pm

Thursday 26th May - Meridian Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Day

Half Term Holidays: Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June inclusive

Monday 6th June - first day of Summer Term 2

Summer Fair - Saturday 11th June

Friday 22nd July - last day of 2021-22 school year

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates/3

















