
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 25th November 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

As our ‘Where in the World are We?’ topic came to an end this week, it was lovely to see so many 
parents/carers at our Curriculum Open Mornings - thank you for coming along.  The children were very 
engaged with their visitors, sharing their learning and exploring a range of activities together.  There 
were several exciting moments, such as class songs and even volcanic eruptions in Year 5 and 6!  See below 
for some highlights. 

In preparation for next week’s whole school Enterprise Week, children learned about some young 
entrepreneurs in assembly: sisters Kirsten and Aiyven Mbawa, Henry Patterson and Lucy Berkovi all 
started their own successful businesses at a young age.  Enterprise Week provides a great opportunity for 
all our children to flex their Meridian Learning Muscle of resourcefulness and develop their 
entrepreneurial skills.  Indeed, it provides a real purpose and audience for children’s learning across 
several areas of the curriculum.  For those of you who are less familiar with this project, I will try to 
explain:  I have now given each class a £50 cash loan, courtesy of FROMS.  The children will use this cash 
to buy the resources they need to make a product which they will aim to sell at our Christmas Fair for a 
profit.  They will use and apply their maths skills when calculating costs, their design skills when exploring 
options for a high quality product, and their writing skills when advertising this product.  The class who 
make the greatest profit will win.  Of course, an understanding of the concept of profit and loss is the key 
to success, as is a bold design and business plan.  Although profit and loss is a tricky concept for children 
(and indeed some grown-ups) to grasp, essentially and ideally, the children understand that they need to 
give more than £50 back to me at the end of the week!  

You will be pleased to hear that our enterprising Year 6 children have secured another year of sponsorship 
for our Christmas Fair from local business Conran Estates! Do have a look at page 6 of the newsletter for 
photos and some snippets from the children’s great pitches.  Thank you to Holly and Oliver for making this 
possible.  Thank you also to all those parents/carers who have displayed a Conran board in their front 
gardens - this is much appreciated.  

In addition to children selling their own products at our Christmas Fair this Friday 2nd December, there 
will be many other stalls.  Please see the FROMS poster below for details of this event - any donations or 
volunteers will be gratefully received!  All funds raised from Enterprise Week and the Christmas Fair will 
go towards the cost of new sound equipment, curtains for the top halls and new mural panels for our 
outside play space -  Reception to Year 6 will paint these murals next week.  

And finally… our school community raised an impressive £520 for Children in Need.  Thank you once again 
for your support with this event.

Best wishes,
Jo 
Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher



Nursery and Reception have spent this term 
exploring our local area.  Having used virtual 
and physical maps to begin to answer the 
question ‘Where in the World are We?’, they 
built their own 3D maps of Greenwich and 
added the places they like to visit.  Children 
thoroughly enjoyed their local walk and were 
able to recognise and name landmarks such as 
the Cutty Sark and Greenwich Park, which 
they went on to replicate in a variety of 
creative ways - by painting and with building 
blocks, Lego and play dough.  Luckily, our 
emergent writers are now increasingly 
confident at labelling all of their brilliant 
work!

This week marks an end to our whole school Geography topic ‘Where in the World are We?’  
Here’s what the children have particularly enjoyed learning about in their classes this term...

We made the ship, the 
Cutty Sark.
Dola 

I found out how to rub 
leaves on a tree with a 
crayon. Some trees were 
bumpy and some felt 
soft. 
Jessica 

The best bit 
was going 
around 
Greenwich 
with my 
friends! 
Gautam

We walked round the Power 
Station!
Maxi 

Nursery

I go to Greenwich Park with mummy and my sister. 
We play and I ride my scooter. 
Hamudy

We went 
for a walk! 
Excel

I like the 
Cutty Sark. 
Marlon

Reception



During this term, Year 1 and Year 2 have become experts on the United 
Kingdom and now know its four countries and their capital cities.  They have 
loved learning all about London and exploring its human and physical features 
on maps and in real life during their river boat trips down the River Thames.  
Children are extremely proud of the London guide books they wrote which are 
very persuasive for tourists thinking about coming to explore our city!

In Greenwich there is the River Thames. It goes all the way to Big Ben. 
We went on the boat and passed the Shard and the Walkie Talkie 
building. These buildings are human features because they were not 
there when the dinosaurs were here. Humans built them whenever they 
were alive. 
Amari

We live in Greenwich where there are lots 
of green things like the trees in the park. 
Green things that grow and the sea and 
the river are physical features because a 
person didn’t make them. 
Lana

The UK is the United 
Kingdom. There are four 
countries. Scotland, 
England, Northern Ireland 
and Wales. The capital city 
of England is London.
Kritika

Well done to all the grown-ups 
who answered questions 
correctly in Y1’s 
super-challenging UK quiz!

Year 1

This topic has been so much 
fun - I have loved learning 
about different landmarks, 
especially Tower Bridge!
Nicola

Big Ben is a famous 
London landmark. It 
has four small bells 
and one large bell. 
Big Ben chimes once 
every hour and the 
smaller bells chime 
every 15 minutes!
Alessa 

The source of the River Thames 
is in Kemble. It ends at the 
mouth where it meets the sea. 
Ella MYear 2



Year 3 and Year 4 have been explorers of the Amazon 
Rainforest this term.  They have learned all about its different 
physical features, its wonderful inhabitants (both animal and 
human) and about the impact that humans have on this amazing 
environment.  As well as comparing the lives of the Yanomami 
tribe with their own, children have investigated how the Amazon’s 
position between the Tropics of Capricorn and Cancer affects the 
climate.  To model this humid climate, they created their own 
terrariums!  Both classes also enjoyed creating beautiful artwork 
inspired by Henri Rousseau’s rainforest paintings.

The forest floor is where there are 
lots of leaves, roots and soil. Jaguars 
live on the forest floor. 
Neitas 

The canopy is the layer underneath the 
emergent layer which is a thick layer of 
trees. The leaves trap any water, making 
it very humid.
Aiana

The emergent layer is the tallest layer 
of the rainforest where some trees grow 
up to 65 metres high.
Leo

Year 3

We put our rainforest bottles by 
the radiator so the heat made the 
water evaporate. The top of the 
bottle is just like the canopy layer 
because it traps the moisture in. 
Our terrariums are self-watering 
just like the Amazon rainforest!
Matthew 

Some of the animals that live 
in the Amazon rainforest are 
tree porcupines, green 
anacondas and my favourite, 
giant otters!
Ilia

Year 4

I found out 
that there is 
a wild cat 
called a 
margay 
which lives 
on the 
forest floor!
Demi 

Because the 
rainforest is so 
hot, the heat 
makes the 
collection of 
water on the 
ground 
evaporate. The 
water gets 
stored in the 
canopy on the 
leaves. When it 
gets too heavy, 
it falls back to 
the forest floor 
as precipitation. 
This is known as 
the rainforest 
water cycle!
Ben

The Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic 
of Capricorn run east to west across 
the world. The Tropic of Cancer is 
directly above the Equator which is 
in the Northern Hemisphere and the 
Tropic of Capricorn is directly below 
the Equator which is in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 
Allison

The Equator goes through the 
middle of the world and splits the 
hemispheres into north and south. 
It runs through Africa, parts of 
Asia and South America, including 
Brazil and Ecuador.
Robbie



Year 5 and Year 6 have explored the polar regions this term, 
as they have sought to answer the question, ‘How hot can it 
get at the Poles?’  As parents/carers and children saw with 
the eruption of their Antarctic volcanoes at the curriculum 
open mornings this week, the answer is very hot!  Having 
discovered the similarities and differences between the 
countries of the Arctic Circle and the continent of 
Antarctica, children wrote non-chronological reports to share 
their learning.  They have also thoroughly enjoyed learning 
about the adventures of Ernest Shackleton and his quest to 
cross Antarctica, producing a range of fabulous writing - 
including biographies and newspaper reports - about this 
legendary explorer!

A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s crust that allows magma, hot ash and gas to 
escape. When there is a crack in the Earth, molten rock seeps out into a vast 
chamber filled with air and the pressure makes the volcano erupt. A liquid called lava 
comes out, along with ash and gases.
Constant

The ‘Ring of Fire’ is an 
incomplete circle around the 
coastline of the Pacific 
Ocean. Most volcanoes can 
be found in countries along 
this coastline.
Alexander

In Antartica, during the 
summer months of October 
to February, the sun is 
almost always in the sky and 
it never sets. This is called a 
midnight sun!
Sam

As well as the 
short, wet 
summers, the 
Arctic has long, 
dark, freezing 
winters. The 
average winter 
temperatures 
range from -34°c 
to 0 °c!
Max

Year 5

The Arctic has a 
permanent population of 
around 4 million people. 
Antarctica doesn’t have a 
permanent human 
population because it’s too 
cold to make a life there!
Nicole

Many people might think that there are no 
volcanoes in Antarctica because they 
don’t make you think of cold temperatures 
- but there are, such as Mount Erebus.
Urte

I was very interested to 
discover that Antarctica is 
home to fewer living things 
compared to countries in 
the Arctic because of its 
much colder temperatures.
Ethan

Year 6



Perfect Pitches!
Our enterprising Year 6 children have secured another year of sponsorship for our Christmas Fair from local 
business Conran Estates!  With the help of parent Holly - who regularly pitches to large organisations as part 
of her job - Year 6 wrote persuasive speeches outlining the benefits of Enterprise Week to Meridian children 
and what the money we raise at the Christmas Fair will be spent on.  They then delivered these pitches to 
Oliver from Conran Estates who said that he was very impressed with the confidence and 
persuasive techniques of the class.  Well done Year 6, and thank you to both Holly and Oliver!

Iga wrote:
Have you ever wondered how to make your 
business even more successful? If you 
sponsor us, not only will you help improve 
our education with this incredible donation, 
but the community of Greenwich will look no 
further and come straight to Conran 
Estates, knowing they are kind, helpful and 
caring!

Walid wrote:
There’s an easy decision to make. 
Your sponsorship is an advantage 
for you and our school’s future. You 
invest in us; you invest in 
yourselves.

Ayoola wrote:
Enterprise Week is an opportunity for 
children to become young entrepreneurs. 
From pitching our ideas to selling and 
designing our own products, we experience 
the whole process. Help us secure this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!

Do you have a professional talent that you would like to share with Meridian children?  If so, we would love to 
hear from you!  Please speak to Jo, Jane or Phil on the playground, or email the school office.



Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
● INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the remainder of the Autumn Term and dates for DSP and Foundation Stage class 
assemblies in the new year.

Week beginning 
28th November

All week Enterprise Week for children

Friday 2nd December Christmas Fair - after school

Week beginning 
5th December

Monday 5th December KS2 Choir Christmas Carol Concert at the Old Royal 
Naval College
PM: parents/carers will be invited to watch - more 
details to follow

Wednesday 7th December Christmas Dinner

Thursday 8th December Nursery and Reception trip to the Albany Theatre in the 
afternoon

Week beginning 
12th December

Wednesday 14th December  Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 Christmas 
Performance (Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 
1:45pm

Thursday 15th December Key Stage 2 Christmas Performance (Year 3, Year 4, 
Year 5, Year 6) 1:45pm

Friday 16th December Last day of term

Christmas Holidays: Monday 19th December 2022 - Monday 2nd January 2023

Week beginning
3rd January 
2023

Tuesday 3rd January INSET Day 3 (staff training) - school closed to children

Wednesday 4th January Children return to school

Week beginning
9th January

Friday 13th January Discovery Group class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
16th January

Friday 20th January Rocking Horse Room class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
23rd January

Monday 23rd January KS2 Choir Young Voices Concert at the O2

Friday 27th January Reception class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
30th January

Friday 3rd February Nursery class assembly 9:30-10:00am

We are pleased to confirm that we have now agreed dates with All Cannings School, Wiltshire, 
for mutual visits.  Children and staff from All Cannings will visit Meridian from 9th - 10th March.  
Meridian Year 5 children and staff will visit All Cannings from Thursday 22nd - Friday 23rd 
June.  

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates


FROMS Fundraising Events Diary Date

Conran Estates corporate sponsorship of the Christmas Fair
FROMS invite parents and carers to have  Conran estate agency boards promoting the fair 
outside their homes to raise £25 per board for FROMS. Please let your class rep know if 
you are happy to have a board or send an email to fromsgroup@gmail.com 

•3-4 weeks from November

Christmas Fair
FROMS organise all the non-Enterprise Week stalls including refreshments, craft and 
games stalls. We will need lots of volunteers to help make this event a success - please let 
your class rep know if you can help in any way.

•Friday 2nd December 3.20pm - 5pm

Christmas Window Walk – Map & Sweet Bag Sales
On sale at the Christmas Fair or order via your class rep.

•3rd December – 1st January

Christmas Coin Challenge
Each class has a  bottle to collect coins. Copper adds to the total and silver subtracts. 
Bottles will be available every morning at drop off and  during the Christmas Performance 
refreshments. On the last day of term, every child gets 1 copper coin (1p) and 1 silver coin 
(5p) to put in a bottle of their choice. In exchange, children will receive a chocolate gold 
coin and/or a sticker. The class with the highest total wins a prize!

•12th December – 16th December

Christmas Performance Raffles KS1 & KS2
FROMS organise the raffle at the Christmas Performances. Monies raised from the raffle 
and programme sales go direct to school funds.
Any raffle prize donations welcome!

•KS1 14th December
•KS2 15th December

Santa rooftop landing & classroom Christmas presents •7th December

FROMS ‘Christmas Party in a Box’ per class
FROMS class reps organise a party in the box for each class on the last day of term.

•16th December

Remaining Autumn & Winter Events

Foundation Stage & Y4-6 
PJ and Popcorn 

Parties!

mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com




Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts 
on ParentPay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week.  The charge 
for Autumn Term 2 is £96.25.  Payment should be made via ParentPay (our preferred payment option) 
or with cash or cheque via the school office - please send any cash or cheques into school in a sealed 
envelope with your child.  A reminder that ParentPay does not currently show a balance on dinner 
accounts.  If you want to check your child’s dinner account balance, please phone or email the school 
office. 

If your dinner account is in arrears, you will receive a text confirming the amount outstanding.  In 
these times of increased pressure on school funds, the school cannot carry debts.  If dinner balances 
are not paid in full or a regular repayment plan is not put in place, then dinners may be withdrawn.  If 
you are having trouble making these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or Kellie as soon as possible.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no 
charge for dinners.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Play Club

While we are delighted that Play Club is so popular, we would like to advise parents/carers that we are 
nearing capacity for the number of children who can attend on certain days.  Therefore, we cannot 
guarantee last minute places and children with regular long-term bookings will be prioritised.  If you 
would like your child to attend Breakfast Club or Play Club, please call the school office or email 
Rhianna at sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk with the details. 

Please note that there is a 2 week notice period if you wish to cancel a regular booking.

                         A reminder that all children who attend Play Club need to bring a small, 
                         healthy snack into school.  The same school rules apply - children are not 
                         allowed to bring in fizzy drinks, glass or metal cans, sweets,
                         chewing gum, nuts or any product containing nuts.

mailto:sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk

