Whole School Newsletter
Friday 15th July 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
“Camping is my best thing ever!” a Year 2 child said to me at
6am this morning. Given that I’d been awake since 4.30am, I
did hesitate for a moment before agreeing. However, it’s
always a joy - albeit a little disorientating - to see the
children wandering through the grass in their pyjamas to the
accompaniment of birdsong. I’m pleased to say that I think
we have found our new home for the annual Year 2 and Year 6
Camp: over the last two days, the children have had a
marvellous time exploring the woods and campsite at Bentley
Copse Activity Centre in Surrey - climbing and abseiling,
problem solving, walking in the countryside, singing around the
campfire and shooting arrows. Everyone is somewhat tired
and dusty, but the children have learnt a lot about themselves
and what they are capable of - the smiles on children’s faces
when they achieve something new or unexpected is the stuff
memories are made of. Thank you to the staff who made this
possible and very well done to the children - lots of pictures and comments from them can be found below, and
more photos and short videos can be found on Instagram @meridianlearns.
Schools are staying open next week and we will keep children as comfortable as possible, keeping them out of
the sun and in the shade or inside the building at break and lunchtimes. Many of the classrooms are on the
northern side of the building which helps a lot during hot weather and, where appropriate, learning will move
to cooler more open spaces such as a hall or shaded space outside. We will be less active than usual, taking
breaks from learning when needed. As always, children will have access to cold water in the classrooms,
toilets, dining room and playground, and they will be encouraged to drink more frequently than usual. Please
help us by sending your child into school in loose, light coloured clothing with a refillable water bottle
and a brimmed sun hat. Sunscreen should be applied before children come into school and they should
bring some with them so they can reapply it during the day. Should anything change, we will let you know.
After school Play Club will still be open next week but after school sports clubs have now finished for the
year. The Year 6 Performance will be postponed to Thursday 21st July at 6.30pm when temperatures are
set to drop. We will video this event and post it to the Y6 Google Classroom.
And finally… congratulations to all of our
Sports Day winners who received their
medals in Monday’s whole school
assembly. Do have a look below at a
round up of children’s Geography
learning this term and the Mousetrap
Theatre Project which some of our deaf
and hearing children enjoyed being part
of.
Best wishes, Jo
Jo Graham, Headteacher

This week marks an end to our whole school Geography topic ‘Growth in Greenwich’. Here’s a snapshot of
what our children have been learning about in their classes this term...
Foundation Stage children have thoroughly enjoyed learning about life cycles throughout the Summer term and
have been making the most of the good weather by spending lots of time outdoors. They planted sunflowers
and beans which they have been taking good care of together, carefully watching them germinate and grow.
Through witnessing the incredible metamorphosis of the caterpillar, they have
expanded their vocabulary so that they can describe the tiny creature’s
development and each stage of its life cycle. This week, Nursery children have
been studying the patterns on butterfly wings and used these to create their
own symmetrical butterflies by folding painted pictures. Keen writers in
Reception have been applying their fantastic phonics skills to producing
fascinating fact files.

Geographers in Year 1 and Year 2 have learnt many new skills this term,
including how to use four-point compass directions and how to identify
physical and human features. As well as reading and drawing maps of
Greenwich, they have used world maps to locate the world’s continents
and oceans. Recently, children have been learning about the four
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom. Year 1 applied their
brilliant writing and drawing skills to create booklets detailing some
significant features and events.

Over the course of this topic, Year 3 and Year 4 have developed their map skills to study the local area and
think about the ways they can promote ‘Growth in Greenwich’. Inspired by their class text, ‘Mouse Bird Snake
Wolf’, in which children fill mysterious gaps in the world with their own creations, Year 3 and Year 4 have
considered the question ‘How can we develop the local area?’, and suggested their own ideas for how unused
space in Greenwich - such as the vacant Arches Leisure Centre - could be used for the benefit of local people.

The local area has also inspired children’s Art this
term, turning their sketches of the Thames into
beautiful river landscapes by carefully colour mixing
with paints.

Throughout this term, Year 5 and Year 6 have been comparing the
differences between Greenwich and Wiltshire (Year 5) and
Greenwich and Bentley Copse (Year 6). To do this, they have looked
at how the different locations use land through comparing Ordnance
Survey maps and thinking about the specific features of urban and
rural areas. Both classes have been very lucky to experience these
features for themselves through their visits to these locations!

Year 4 Mousetrap Theatre Project
Throughout the last half term, the Discovery Group and KS2 children in the DSP
have been working very hard on a special project called ‘Playmakers’ with Mousetrap
Theatre. Through this project, they have had the opportunity to work
collaboratively with specialist creative practitioners to write their very own play!
Having created their characters and setting, children developed interesting dialogue
before refining their final script.
A couple of weeks ago, the group were lucky to be visited by deaf
actor and comedienne Caro Parker MBE. Caro helped the children
to develop their acting skills by teaching them about
physicality - how to use their bodies to become
different characters. She also talked to them about
her fascinating career and life in the theatre.
Today, the children’s play - ‘The Adventures of the Three Headed Hydro'- was
performed by professional actors live on a West End stage! Most of the group travelled to the Duchess
Theatre in Covent Garden to celebrate this momentous achievement. (Year 6 DSP children who were having fun
at Camp will be able to enjoy watching a recorded version!)

Payments
Please continue to make payments for any outstanding charges relating to dinners, Play Club and Breakfast
Club.
Dinner Accounts
If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount
outstanding as soon as possible. The balance does not show on ParentPay - please contact the office if you
need to know your up-to-date balance.
The cost of dinners for Summer Term 2 is £96.25.
Please note that dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school
meals.
If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Kellie by calling the school office.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
Key events:

Wednesday 20th July - Y6 seaside trip to Broadstairs
CHANGE: Thursday 21st July - Year 6 Performance 6.30pm
Friday 22nd July - Last day of the 2021/22 school year (finish at usual time)
Friday 22nd July - Y6 Leavers Assembly 9.30am
Diary Dates 2022-23 School Year
INSET days - Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September
Monday 5th September - Year 1 to Year 6 children return to school
Tuesday 6th September - Nursery and Reception children return to school

