
Whole School Newsletter

Friday 10th December 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

Christmas celebrations

In contrast to the maelstrom of politics and Omicron in the news this week, school

has been very orderly, the children have been very jolly and Christmas

preparations are on track.  Indeed, the Christmas tree is up, the halls and

classrooms have been full of singing and there has been much joy generated by the

pulling of crackers and munching of Christmas dinner!  Thank you to Charlie (dad of

David and Kate) for accompanying children’s singing on the piano, and to Donna and

her team for cooking two lots of Christmas dinner over two days!  Thank you too to

FROMS for organising the virtual panto and popcorn treat which children enjoyed

after their Christmas dinners.  Last but not least, thank you to Greenwich

Christmas Trees who kindly donated our tree.  Do have a look at the photos below

and the children’s quotes which will give you a snapshot of the week.

On Monday, Year 3 had the privilege of performing in their very own carol concert

at the Old Royal Naval College Chapel.  The children agreed they’d enjoyed the

experience, and I was informed by a child that the plaster detailing on the ceiling

was ‘Amazing actually!’  Thank you to all those parents who joined us virtually via

the live stream organised by the ORNC, and thank you to the ORNC for inviting us.

Meridian entrepreneurs across the school spent last week flexing their

Meridian Learning Muscles: they were resourceful, persistent and focussed

when designing, producing and advertising their products.  Please see the

adverts on Google Classroom or the information below so you can decide on

your purchases!  Thank you to all those parents/carers and staff who have

already ordered something - if you haven’t received them yet, your products

will be delivered to you soon.  Monies raised will go towards a new playground

mural and IT equipment.

On the subject of IT, my learning journey in recent times linked to all things

technological has been steep.  My own children have trained me in using

Instagram, and I’m now learning about live streaming in preparation for next

week’s singing assemblies! If anyone has any expertise in this matter,

please could you get in touch. In the meantime, I need to offer another

thank you to FROMS as they presented the school with a much appreciated

cheque for £500 on the playground today - this will pay for a video camera

and related equipment to allow us to share our singing assemblies with parents

next week and record or stream any future events, if needed.

https://greenwichchristmastrees.co.uk/
https://greenwichchristmastrees.co.uk/


Next week, parents/carers can join our virtual live streamed singing

assemblies on Wednesday 15th December:

● 9.40am for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2

● 10.30am for Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6

We will contact you again with more information about how to join these

assemblies.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Chloe in Year 6 who has been accepted for the National

Children's Orchestra following an audition involving competitors from across

the UK - a great achievement.

Goodbye

After many years of service to Meridian, Dee (Year 4 TA) and Lesley (Nursery

TA) will be retiring at Christmas.  They have made a difference to many

Meridian children and their families, and I am sure you will join me in saying

thank you.  Their last day will be Thursday 16th December.  We will be sad to

see them go but wish them all the very best of luck and a very well-earned

rest!

Have a lovely weekend.

Best wishes, Jo - Jo Graham, Headteacher

Safeguarding Information

Following the tragic news of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes, we have included some information on the pages below

about the role of schools in safeguarding children.
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Keeping Children Safe
Information for parents/carers and visitors

All schools have a moral and statutory responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children.

Within Greenwich schools, we maintain an attitude of ‘it could happen here’ where safeguarding is concerned

and promote a culture of openness. At Meridian, we endeavour to provide a safe and welcoming environment

where children and adults feel respected and valued; where children feel secure, are encouraged to talk, and

are listened to.

We recognise that:

● Children cannot learn effectively unless they feel secure;

● All children have a right to be protected from harm;

● All staff, volunteers and governors have a key role in the prevention of harm and an equal responsibility

to act on any suspicion or disclosure that may indicate a child is at risk of harm, either in the school or

in the community.

Meridian will support children in their understanding of staying safe by:

● Ensuring children know that there are adults in the school whom they can talk to if they are worried;

● Promoting opportunities across the curriculum for children to develop the skills they need to recognise

and stay safe from abuse, including when using technology;

● Raising awareness of child protection issues and equipping children with the skills needed to keep

themselves safe.

Who should my child speak to if s/he has a concern?

Your child can speak to any trusted adult in school. If the adult has a concern about the safety of the child,

they will refer the matter to Jo or Jane.

Who should I speak to for more information, or if I have a safeguarding concern?

You can speak to any member of staff, but

we recommend that your first point of

contact is one of our Designated

Safeguarding Leads.

Anyone who is concerned about a child's

safety or wellbeing, or wants help to look

after their own child, can talk to Jo or Jane

or contact Children's Services at the Royal

Borough of Greenwich:

Referral team    Tel: 020 8921 3172

Emergency duty team    Tel: 020 8854 8888

Email:mash-referrals@royalgreenwich.gov.uk

If a child is in immediate danger, you should

always call the police on 999.

We acknowledge that working in partnership with other agencies protects children and reduces risk, and so we

will engage in partnership-working throughout the child protection process to safeguard children. Whilst the

school will work openly with parents and carers as far as possible, there may sometimes be occasions when we

need to contact Children’s Social Care or the police without notifying parents if this is believed to be in the

child’s best interests. This is a legal obligation and not a personal decision; this decision will be made in

partnership with Social Care.

Our full safeguarding policy is available to parents, carers and children through the school website or school

office.



Primary School Applications

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018, they will start school in September

2022.  You need to apply for a primary school place via the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The deadline for

applications is 15th January 2022.

As part of the application process for the Reception Class intake for September 2022, we are hosting a

number of tours for prospective parents.  This is a chance to see the school in action, meet our Headteacher,

Jo, and ask any questions you might have about the admissions process.

The remaining tours start at 9.30am and will take place on the following dates:

Thursday 6th January 2022

Tuesday 11th January 2022

Please note that numbers will be limited on each tour.  Please contact the office if you would like to book a

place on one of these tours.

More details about applying for a primary school place can be found here:

Primary school admission guide | Apply for a primary school place

Help with applications

If parents and carers require any help or advice in relation to their applications, please talk to Jo.

Alternatively, you can attend an online session with the Royal Borough of Greenwich:

● RBG Primary Admissions online session: Monday 10 January - Friday 14 January 2021 10am - 12pm

To book a 30 minute online slot, please contact the Families Information Service helpline on 020 8921 6921 or

email fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk.  You will be sent joining details once booked on.  (If you are unable to attend,

it is really important to cancel your booking as this will enable them to offer it to another family.)

For further details, contact the Families Information Service.

Payments

Please continue to log into your Parent Pay accounts to pay any money

owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club etc.  Thank you.

The cost of school dinners for Autumn Term 2 (up to 16/12/21) is £93.50.  Thank you for the payments

received this week for dinners.  Please can all remaining parents/carers make their payment as soon as

possible.  If you want to check your child’s dinner account balance, please contact Sharon or Gemma in the

office.

If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will
need to supply a packed lunch from home instead.  If you are having trouble making these payments,
please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no charge
for dinners.

Thank you for your continued support.

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place
mailto:fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200234/children_young_people_and_families/1980/families_information_service


Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.

The school allocates five training days (INSETs) and children do not attend school on these days:

Training days for 2021-2022 are:

INSET 1 - Wednesday 1st September 2021

INSET 2 - Thursday 2nd September 2021

INSET 3 - Friday 3rd September 2021

INSET 4 - Tuesday 4th January 2022

INSET 5 - to be confirmed

Key events:

Wednesday 15th December - virtual live streamed singing assemblies

● 9.40am for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2

● 10.30am for Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6

Thursday 16th December - last day of Autumn Term 2

Friday 17th December - Monday 3rd January 2022- Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 4th January 2022 - INSET Day 4

Wednesday 5th January - first day of Spring Term 1

Main Site:

Corner of Straightsmouth & Roan Street

Greenwich, London

SE10 9LB

www.greenwichchristmastrees.co.uk

info@greenwichchristmastrees.co.uk

Tel: 07899 917678

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates/3
http://www.greenwichchristmastrees.co.uk


Enterprise Week products - on sale now!

Year

Group

Product

name

Brief description of the product Cost per

item

Nursery Dinosaur

Design Bags

Reusable, upcycled cotton shopping bags.  Each one is

decorated with a unique design and can be personalised for

that really special planet-friendly present!

£4

Reception Squishy Magic

Fingers Play

Dough

Delightfully squishy play dough.  Designed to develop your

child's fine motor skills.  Each bag of play dough comes in

eco-friendly packaging with a handy free cutter and a

complimentary bag of sparkly salt dough decorations.  The

decorations come wrapped and labelled, ready to gift to a

special someone this Christmas!

£3.50



Enterprise Week products - on sale now!

Year

Group

Product

name

Brief description of the product Cost per

item

Year 1 Shrinktastic

Plastic

Eco-friendly jewellery created from recyclable plastic.

Each product has been hand drawn and transformed into a

fantastic accessory to brighten up your winter wardrobe.

You can choose from a fabulous necklace or snazzy pin

badge.  If you cannot make a decision, why not treat

yourself to a surprise bundle which includes three items?

(Surprise bundles contain 1 necklace and 2 pins.)

Pin badge: £4

Necklace: £5

Surprise

bundle: £10

Year 2 Santa’s

Workshop

Decorations

Unique Christmas decorations made from salt dough,

hand-painted and glazed in a range of different shapes and

sizes.  Decorations will come in packs of 3 in a bag with our

very own ‘Santa’s Workshop’ logo.

£3 per bag

(includes 3

decorations)



Enterprise Week products - on sale now!

Year

Group

Product

name

Brief description of the product Cost per

item

Year 3 Jingle Bell

Charms

Hand-stitched key and bag charms, guaranteed to brighten

up your day.  Many of our high quality fabrics have been

thrifted and upcycled, so our product is kind to the planet.

Each attractive charm is decorated in its own unique way

to provide an original gift - you won’t find these anywhere

else!

£3.50

Year 4 Corner

Bookmarks

from The Page

People

Lovingly-crafted corner bookmarks to bring even more joy

to your reading experience.  Our high-quality bookmarks

come in sets of 3 and a variety of designs to appeal to

different age groups!

£3.50 for

a set of 3

bookmarks



Enterprise Week products - on sale now!

Year

Group

Product

name

Brief description of the product Cost per

item

Year 5 Mr. Twister

Wristbands

Unique, hand-crafted wristbands which come in a variety

of colours to suit any occasion.  Each gift comes with two

bright, durable bracelets for you and a friend of your

choice, as well as some beautiful hand-written instructions

(with illustrations) for if you want to craft more of your

own at home.

£3.50 for

a set of 2

wristbands

and a set of

instructions

Year 6 Plants ‘N’ Pines A hand-crafted ‘plant your own’ kit awaits you, complete

with instructions, seeds (to grow Snowdrops, Anemone

Bordeaux or Chionodoxa Rosea), soil and a small

terracotta-coloured plant pot to slot into a stylish pot of

your choice.  Wouldn’t it be lovely to have a taste of

nature in your home?  Buy our educational, eco-friendly

and fun plant kits today!

£4

Buy 2 or more

and get a free

pine cone

Christmas

decoration!




