Whole School Newsletter
Friday 17th June 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,
How privileged the school is to have such a pro-active, hardworking and committed PTA
(parent/teacher association) - FROMS - and what a glorious day the Summer Fair was.
It was wonderful to see our community coming together in this way after so long without
the opportunity. And, whilst I was a little preoccupied counting out tokens, I very much
enjoyed seeing so many families, staff and governors in attendance - past, present and future. Thank you for
coming along. Thank you also to everyone who helped out before, during and after the event in numerous ways.
A special thank you to Holly, Gayle, Angela and Linda for their tremendous organisational skills and gargantuan
effort - it is much appreciated by the school community.
You will be pleased to hear that FROMS raised an incredible £3,074 through the Summer Fair: £2,144 on the
day and £930 via the estate agency boards, which some of you kindly displayed. These monies will be used to
buy further IT equipment for classrooms and to pay for a new mural in the playground to which all classes will
contribute in September. Do have a look at the ‘What have our children been learning about in Computing?’
section below to see how monies previously raised are already contributing to the curriculum through the
provision of Chromebooks. I am also reliably informed that some further monies will be added to our total
Summer Fair fundraising efforts following some successful match funding by a parent’s employer. More
information about how match funding works can be found below.
On the subject of community, I received an invitation to visit The John Roan yesterday. As our closest
secondary school geographically, it was unsurprising that I saw lots of familiar children’s faces. I must say
that it was lovely to see the children so engaged in their lessons - indeed I saw lots of purposeful, positive
behaviours for learning. For all children making the transition to secondary school in September, Year 6
children and staff can look forward to a visit from staff from a range of secondary schools this half term.
Around this time of year, parents in different classes begin to ask me who their child’s teacher will be next
year. I can confirm that children will find out who their new teachers are on Wednesday 13th July and, if they
have not already met them, they will meet them during that day. A letter will then go to all parents/carers
after school the same day. Parents can expect an end of year report before the summer holidays and can
make an appointment to discuss this with their child’s class teacher if they so wish. All Reception parents will
be invited to a Parents’ Evening to discuss the outcome of the Early Years Profile.
Lots of our children have been out and about in the local community this week: the Discovery Group and other
KS2 DSP children have begun to participate in a theatre project which began with a visit to the Unicorn
Theatre on Monday. A group of Year 5 and 6 children have engaged in additional swimming lessons at Shooters
Hill College. Year 3 visited the River Thames to sketch, and our parent helpers proved to be very good models
for the children by completing their own sketches! Last, but not least, although a competitive inter-school
football tournament for a group of Y1/2 children was sadly cancelled by the organisers, these children had fun
playing football in Greenwich Park with a coach from ProInfinity today.

Meridian’s reach also extends beyond our immediate community. As part of her PhD, Joanna Holt (Year 3
teacher and Modern Foreign Languages Lead) has been completing some research into the effective teaching
of French in primary schools. This involved working with a group of Year 4
children (who are now in Year 6) pre-Covid in an after-school club. Children
were given ownership of their own learning and composed animated stories as a
platform for this. Joanna presented a snapshot of her findings at a recent
‘Research in Primary Languages Seminar’. Hosted by the University of
Southampton, this event brought together teachers and researchers working in
this exciting research field. In July, Joanna will also be presenting her
findings at the UK Literacy Association conference in Birmingham.

Have a lovely weekend and enjoy the sunshine.
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham Headteacher
A message from FROMS re match funding:
If you work for an organisation that has a match funding policy, any money you raise could be matched by
your employer. Companies may match the fundraising total for an event, for the stall that their employee is
working on, or a percentage of the total amount raised at an event. High street banks, building societies,
supermarkets and large corporations are likely to match fund, but the schemes are not exclusive to the
major corporate giants. (Some examples of companies who run match funding schemes are: BP, HSBC,
Barclays, Halifax, Vodafone, M&S, Thames Water and Tesco.)
We are incredibly grateful to parents who already support FROMs through match funding and would really
appreciate it if you could find out if your employer operates a match funding scheme, or if they are willing to
match fund any of our events. It can give us a real boost to our much-needed fundraising.
If you are able to help, or have any questions about match funding, please contact Angela at
angela.findlay@bt.com
Play Club Parents/Carers:
Mark has a new mobile phone number for Play Club.
This will only be available to call during Play Club hours.

As part of the curriculum area Understanding the World, how have our Foundation Stage
children been using technology this week?
As part of their Growth in Greenwich topic, Nursery
have been using the iPad to help them explore and
make close observations of living things. These have
included living things in the garden and the class’ new
caterpillars, which children plan to photograph daily
to help them monitor and record their growth!

In Reception this week, children have used technology
to find out more about the life cycle of a butterfly.
They enjoyed seeing this in action by watching a video
on the interactive whiteboard.

They have also been
developing their early
coding skills with BeeBot
robots, instructing them to
take their chosen route
around the classroom!

What have our KS1 and KS2 children been learning about in Computing?
Throughout this term, Year 1 have been learning
about the different ways information can be
presented. This week, they used the programme
JIT5 to create leaflets about littering. Having
chosen a suitable picture template, children
practised their typing skills by entering text.

Year 2 have been learning about how information can be
shown using pictograms. This week, they collected data
about the class and used this information to create their
own pictograms to represent Year 2’s favourite animals.
Children have started to become much more independent
when using the keyboard to add
text to their charts!

Year 3 have been exploring
different ways of handling
data using the Chromebooks.
They have created bar
charts to show the heights
of seedlings from their
Science investigation and
the months of everybody’s
birthdays in French.

Year 4 have been building on their data
handling skills and have started to make
their own choices about the best way to
present different types of data.
Exploring Growth in Greenwich, children
learned about how the population of Greenwich has
changed over time and the age of Greenwich’s population
in 2021. They then made their own choices about how
they could present this data using J2e.

Children have
also learnt
about the
real-life uses
of databases:
they searched a library
database to answer questions about the stock of
books.

Year 5 have also been
evaluating the most
appropriate chart to use
to represent different
sets of data.

In Science, children have been learning about the life
cycles of different groups of animals and
investigating the similarities and differences between
them. This week, they used the data they had
collected in their lessons to present their findings in
a branch database.

Year 6’s Computing
learning for this week
was themed around their
Science topic of
evolution. When posed
the question - ‘How does
a hen sit on her egg?
Why do they not break?’
- children decided to
test the strength of an egg by balancing weights on top
and finding out how much weight it takes for the egg
to crack! They deduced that the shape of eggs must
have evolved over time to ensure that they don’t crack
under the weight of a hen. Children then used Google
Sheets to record each group’s results, creating a graph
and calculating the mean using the sum function.

Payments
Please continue to make payments for any outstanding charges relating to dinners, Play Club and Breakfast
Club.
Dinner Accounts
If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount
outstanding as soon as possible. The balance does not show on ParentPay - please contact the office if you
need to know your up-to-date balance.
The cost of dinners for Summer Term 2 is £96.25.
Please note that dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school
meals.
If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Kellie by calling the school office.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
Key events:

Monday 20th June - Year 4 Platform Cricket Festival in Greenwich Park
Wednesday 22nd June - Year 2 trip to the National Maritime Museum
Thursday 23rd June - Year 2 and Year 6 Parent Meeting re: Camp 9.30am
Thursday 23rd June - Charity Concert 6pm
Thursday 30th June - School Photographer
Thursday 30th June - KS2 School Disco: Y3 & Y4 5.30-6.30pm; Y5 & Y6 6.45-7.45pm
Tuesday 5th July - Sports Day
Wednesday 6th July - Meeting and tour for new to Reception parents and children
Thursday 7th July and Friday 8th July - Year 5 to Wiltshire
Thursday 14th and Friday 15th July - Year 2 and Year 6 Camp
Tuesday 19th July - Year 6 Performance 6.30pm
Wednesday 20th July - Y6 seaside trip to Broadstairs
Friday 22nd July - Last day of the 2021/22 school year (finish at usual time)
Friday 22nd July - Y6 Leavers Assembly 9.30am
Diary Dates 2022-23 School Year
INSET days - Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September
Monday 5th September - Year 1 to Year 6 children return to school
Tuesday 6th September - Nursery and Reception children return to school

