Whole School Newsletter
Friday 30th September 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
There are many things which make Meridian special. The diversity of our children and their families
and the way in which this reflects our local community and wider world is one of them. It is this
richness of children’s culture, language and background, and the range of differences within each class,
which strengthens children’s understanding of their world, how to navigate it and how to embrace the
possibilities available to them. Within this context, through our curriculum, assemblies and everyday
interactions with children, we work hard to nurture an ethos where we all value individuality and
celebrate differences. Whilst children do get it wrong occasionally, this is part of the learning process.
We think we support children well in this area. Indeed, Ofsted told Jane and me that there was a real
sense of the whole child being developed at Meridian, that this was tangible - great to hear! Whilst we
hope you agree, if you have any feedback, do let us know.
It is hard to keep on top of the number of languages spoken by children and staff at our school, but
currently it is around 40! At the start of the school year, teachers talk to children about their
heritage and encourage them to share their home language. Monday was European Day of Languages another opportunity for us to celebrate the linguistic diversity of our community and think about the
importance of learning languages. Jane led this celebration with a whole school photo quiz - which
European city were various members of staff in? Some photos were allegedly easier to work out than
others (me standing in front of the Eiffel Tower was apparently not the hardest) but why don’t you ask
your child all about it? All primary schools teach a Modern Foreign Language in KS2. At Meridian, this
is French, and we have a number of fluent French speakers on our staff team. However, if French is
your first language and you’d like to help, do let Joanna (MFL Lead) know - we would love you to visit a
class or two! In the meantime, please do have a look below at what children have learned this week
through Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 French storytimes and KS2 curriculum French lessons.
Adults are learners too, of course, and the complexities of the English language do not make it the most
straightforward of languages to learn! Thank you to all those parents/carers who attended Abi’s
phonics workshops this week. We had lots of positive feedback about how useful these sessions were.
Abi will be uploading all slides to Google Classroom for your perusal. If you have any questions about
how we support early reading at Meridian and how we support children who find early reading more
challenging, do speak to your child’s class teacher, Abi (Early Reading Lead) or Ali (SENCo).
On Monday 3rd October at 2:15pm, we are hosting a coffee afternoon in our rooftop Arts Studio for
parents of deaf children. All families with deaf children of any age (0-18 years), whether they attend
Meridian or not, are very welcome to attend this event. Meridian Teachers of the Deaf and other
professionals will be on hand for a chat. Please spread the world.
Thank you to all the parents/carers who attended Year 6’s assembly on Friday. It was so lovely to
invite families into the school again in this way. Other dates for school assemblies were sent out at the
start of term. Next Friday, 7th October, at 9.30am is the turn of Year 5.
And finally… it is that time of year when Year 6 parents are applying
for secondary school places (deadline: 31st October 2022) and
Nursery parents are applying for primary school places (deadline:
15th January 2023). If any parent would like advice or support with
these processes, please let me or Rhianna know. Y6 visits to
secondary schools are authorised absences, very worthwhile and
encouraged! Meridian parent tours for Reception places are on the
school website.
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham, Executive Headteacher

What have our children been learning about to
celebrate the European Day of Languages?
Children in the Foundation Stage
enjoyed following the adventures of
Lulu the rabbit through the story
‘Toutes les couleurs’ by Alex Sanders.
Nursery children thought it was a very
funny book - especially when Lulu had a
green bottom! After listening to the
story in French and in English, they
learnt the French words for red
(rouge), yellow (jaune) and green (vert)
by playing a matching game.
Reception were delighted to welcome
teacher Joanna to their classroom this
week. As they were following the story
in French, they were very clever
language detectives, using clues from
the book’s pictures to correctly predict
which English words for colours would
match the French words Joanna was
reading. This inspired children to share
other words that they know in lots of
different languages, which they then
had great fun teaching each other!

The story is in French!
Joshua

It is funny!
Dola
Red is ‘rouge’.
Albie
The rabbit has ‘rouge’ lips because she ate
strawberries.
Hayden
The bunny had brown feet because she jumped in the mud and
got the flowers for her mummy.
Ada
I speak Greek with
Daddy and Spanish
with Mummy.
Molly

I can speak 4
languages!
Ivan

I said ‘Bonjour!’ when I went to Corsica.
Annabelle

The last
animal
Georges
ate was a
cow. Cow
is ‘vache’!
Oran
I can
speak
Russian,
English
and now a
little bit
of French!
Max
I like
learning
other
languages
so I can
talk with
other
people
who speak
different
languages.
Emi

Key Stage 1 children thoroughly enjoyed reading ‘Aboie, Georges!’ by
Jules Feiffer, the hilarious tale of a dog who has swallowed lots of
different animals. Year 1 teacher, Joanie, was very happy to have
assistance in reading the book in French from class expert, Prudence!
Children had great fun joining in with the sounds the animals made and
learning some of the French animal names.
After listening to Joanna read the story in French, budding linguists in
Year 2 were able to explain it to each other using pictures and words.
They also enjoyed exploring the different languages spoken by the
class outside of school and were extremely proud to share their
ever-expanding vocabularies with their friends!

I love
learning
new
French
words
such as
‘bonjour’
and
‘merci’.
Iris

I come
originally
from
Malta and
speak
Maltese
at home
with my
Mum!
Nicola

I like to speak Turkish at home. Sometimes I switch between English
and Turkish when speaking to my Mum and Dad!
Alp

Year 3 have made a brilliant start to their first year of French
lessons. So far, they have learnt how to introduce themselves
and say how they are feeling. This week, they also enjoyed
reading the book ‘Toutes les couleurs’ in order to learn how to
read, write and correctly pronounce the French words for a
range of colours. Throughout the week, children have enjoyed
answering the register in a different European language each
morning, including Spanish, Italian and Lithunian!

We speak Spanish and say ‘buenos
dias’ to say good morning.
Niall & Gaia
In Italian we say
‘ciao’ to say hi!
Maya

In Lithuanian,
we say ‘labas’.
Neitas

Bonjour, je m’appelle Tyler.
Tyler
Joanna: Comment ça va?
Sajad: Ça va très bien.

I think it’s fun to
learn different
languages to meet
people from other
countries.
Logan

In their French lessons this term, Year 4 have been learning how to use the verbs avoir (to have) and être
(to be) in the present tense, and applying these to describing themselves and other people. This week, after
reading aloud and performing together the story ‘Toutes les couleurs’, children wrote a description of Lulu
le lapin, drawing together their knowledge of parts of the body, colours and present tense verbs in the 3rd
person. Génial, Year 4!
If you go
to another
country
and you
can’t speak
the
language, it
can be
hard to do
things like
go
shopping!
Vigo
I think it’s
good to
learn other
people’s
languages.
If someone
French
comes to
our school,
we can help
them and
make them
feel
welcome.
Eisa

Iris

Demi

Ada

Year 5 have already spoken lots of
French this year! They have thrown
themselves into their weekly French
lessons and have enjoyed recapping their
prior learning by answering the following
questions: Comment t’appelles-tu? Quel
âge as tu? Ça va?
They have begun to build on this learning
by asking their peers about their siblings,
using the question: Tu as de frères ou
de soeurs? Have a look at the quotes
alongside - can you work out how many
brothers and sisters Ava, Maison and
Maliyah have? This week, children
challenged themselves to use the third
person to describe what people have and
don’t have by looking at photos of
Meridian staff and describing the items
they were holding. They also enjoyed a
visit from French specialist (and their Y3
class teacher!) Joanna, who read the dark
story ‘Une histoire sombre’.
I always speak French at home and when
I visit France!
Constant
I would like to learn Spanish when I
grow up because I really enjoyed going
there.
Joseph

J’ai une
sœur et je
n’ai pas de
frères!

I speak
Yoruba,
Tigrinya and
German. I’m
not fluent in
Yoruba yet
but would
like to be!
Areli

J’ai un
frère et je
n’ai pas de
sœurs!

J’ai un
frère et j’ai
deux sœurs!

I speak English at school
and Hindi at home to my
parents. I really like
learning French. The next
language I’d like to learn is
Spanish - it’s the most
spoken language in the
world so it would be really
useful.
Aliya

Year 6 have started the year by looking at a range of present tense verbs in
order to say what they like to do on different days of the week.
Mustafa wrote: Le mardi, je regarde la télé. (On Tuesdays, I watch TV.)
Jemima wrote: Le vendredi, je joue avec mon chat. (On Fridays, I play with my
cat.)
They’ve also looked at using the negative construction ne… pas so that they can
say what they don’t do too!
Mustafa

This week, children enjoyed immersing themselves in the story ‘Une histoire
sombre’. Before listening to the story, they were very resourceful and used
bilingual dictionaries to look up some unknown vocabulary. They were then able
to confidently read the text and identify the key language needed to help them
retell the story through images.

Jemima

My dad is from Denmark so
I’d like to learn to speak
Danish better so that I can
talk to all my family when
we go to visit them.
Max
If you learn other languages, you
can meet and understand lots of
other people. I’d like to carry on
learning French, and maybe also
learn Italian.
Luke

I’d really like to learn Italian. I’ve visited
Sicily and it’s such a lovely place so it would
be nice to go back there and be able to
communicate more easily.
Ethan

Nasal flu vaccination
As per the letter previously sent out from Oxleas NHS about the National Childhood Vaccination schedule,
the Oxleas Immunisation Team will be in school on October 11th to administer the nasal flu vaccination.
Parents/carers need to complete the online consent form for their child, even if they do not want to
vaccinate their child, by October 6th.
Payments
Our preferred method of payment for school dinners, trips and any extracurricular clubs is ParentPay. If you have forgotten your login details or
have a query about your balance, please contact the school office.
If you do need to make a cash payment, please ensure that any money handed to a member of staff on the
gate or given in to the school office is in an envelope and clearly labelled with the amount, child's name
and what the payment is for.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates
2022-23 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich. The school
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
●
INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
●
INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
●
INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023
A comprehensive list of dates for the Autumn Term and key dates for the school year can be found on our
website: 2021-22 Term Dates. Please find below a copy of the dates for the next five weeks.
Year 6 parent/carers:
The closing date for secondary applications is 31st October 2022. If you would like to speak to Jo or
Jane about this, please contact the school office to arrange an appointment or speak to one of us on the
playground.

Week beginning
3rd October

Week beginning
10th October

Week beginning
17th October

Monday 3rd October

Coffee afternoon for DSP parents/carers 2:15-3:15pm

Wednesday 5th October

Reception Curriculum meeting 4:00-4:30pm

Thursday 6th October

KS2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6) parent/carer
reading session 8:50 - 9:20am

Friday 7th October

Year 5 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Thursday 13th October

Year 3 trip to Deptford Creek

Thursday 13th October

Year 2 trip to Mudchute Farm

Friday 14th October

Year 4 trip to Deptford Creek

Friday 14th October

Year 3 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Wednesday 19th October

Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

Thursday 20th October

Nursery and Reception Autumn walk to Greenwich Park
in the morning

Thursday 20th October

Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm

Friday 21st October

Year 4 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Half Term: Monday 24th October 2022 - Friday 28th October 2022
Week beginning
31st October

Monday 31st October

Children return to school

Wednesday 2nd November

Year 5 trip to the Maritime Museum

Thursday 3rd November

Year 6 trip to the Maritime Museum

Friday 4th November

Year 2 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

