Whole School Newsletter
Friday 27th May 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,
‘Best day ever!’ was the consensus of many children when reflecting on our
Jubilee celebrations in the playground yesterday. Indeed, great fun was
had by all. There was some very enthusiastic singing led by Nelly (Year 5
teacher) and accompanied by DJ Darryl’s outdoor sound system. The wind
came out to flutter children’s bunting - handmade by Play Club and sewn
together by Michelle (mum to Ava and Phoebe) - thank you! A delicious
outdoor picnic was prepared by our school cook, Donna - the sausage rolls,
jelly and cupcakes were particularly popular. And, last but not least, quite
a bit of impromptu dancing by children and staff took place! If you are
celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee over half term, enjoy.
In other news, Year 3 and Year 4 joined a community archeology dig in
Greenwich Park this week. They were very excited to uncover real objects
from the past and used a range of tools including a metal detector. This
activity was provided via the Greenwich Park Revealed project and was
funded by the National Lottery.
Jonathan and Hayley, two of our valued and long-standing music tutors, are
moving on to other exciting opportunities. They ended their teaching
time at Meridian by leading the children in performing mini-concerts to
their peers (see below) and will come into assembly after half term so we
can say a proper thank you and goodbye. We will continue our tradition of
instrumental tuition in KS2 from September with new musicians. In the
meantime, weekly music lessons for all classes continue, as do our weekly
singing assemblies. Read all about what the children have been learning in
Music this week below.
In case you were wondering, the Arts Festival Exhibition remains open for
a few more weeks, so do pop in before or after school if you have not yet
had the chance to do so.
I hope all the children have a lovely half term break and look forward to
seeing everyone on Monday 6th June.
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham Headteacher

Archaeological Community Dig in Greenwich Park

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

What have our children been learning about in Music this week?
Nursery have been exploring different types of instruments and describing their shapes and sounds. They are
continuing to develop their excellent collaboration skills, by listening carefully to each other and taking turns.
Children also thoroughly enjoyed some games of musical statues in the garden!

Reception have been exploring the dynamics of music - learning to recognise and produce loud and quiet sounds.
They listened carefully to a range of music and used their hands to indicate the louder and quieter parts of
each piece. Then, inspired by the recent rather unpredictable weather, they used a range of body percussion
and instruments to create their own musical storms! Children have also been learning about the important role
played by a conductor and enjoyed having the opportunity to lead their class ‘orchestra’.

Year 1’s focus in Music this week has been rhythm. After practising using their bodies
as percussion, as well as their voices and movement, they listened to a song called
Schiarazula Marazula and identified the difference between the beat and rhythm.
Children then had fun making up their rhythmic actions to accompany a rap!

In Music this week, Year 2 children have been developing their understanding of rhythm
and how to count in time to a steady beat. Having listened to a clip of Peter and the Wolf
by Prokofiev and noted the rhythmical patterns in the song, the children created some of
their own, using their voices, hands and feet! Children then drew these rhythms and
practised recreating them in groups.

Year 3 have been listening to and performing the song Under the Bridge, using their singing voices expressively
to reflect the scenes under and over the bridge. They sang the third verse very quietly to reflect the
‘shimmering water’ and ‘peace and quiet.’ By contrast, they sang the fourth verse loudly and accentuated the
words to represent the ‘train wheels rattling’ and the ‘loud vibrating.’ Children then chose instruments to play
to represent the things in each verse.

This week, Year 6 showed off their musical talents by learning to sing a new song with expression and
sustained notes. They discussed the song’s lyrics and how the theme of it relates to the transition to
secondary school. They also discussed the structure and style of the song, spotting that the first two lines of
the verse were broken up and relaxed while the rest of it had a sense of urgency and moved quite quickly.
Children then split into small
groups and each group
thought of a way to stage a
performance of the chorus.

Since the beginning of the school year, Year 4 and Year 5
have been taking part in weekly Wider Opportunities Music
lessons with music tutors Hayley, Jonathan and Georgia.
This term, Year 4 have continued to develop their skills
with the djembe drum, ukulele and fife. Children have now
had the chance to experience all three instruments, looking
at staff notation to learn new melodies and performing
them solo and as part of an ensemble. This week, they
finally all came together to perform Halima Pakasholo,
using harmonies and body percussion. Each group also had
the chance to perform a song with their instruments to the
rest of the class.

Throughout the term, Year 5 have been developing their skills with their chosen instrument - the flute, the
guitar or the djembe drum. They have also been working on singing as part of an ensemble, identifying
instruments in orchestras and even had the chance to compose some music to accompany a silent film! This
week, children enjoyed performing what they have learnt in their different instrument groups during their
class concert, which included a brilliant vocal rendition in parts of The Lion Sleeps Tonight.

Fantastic Footballers
Congratulations to Aedan and Joshua in Year 6 who won the Selkent
Under 11s Aqua Shield with their football team, the Blackheath
Rhinos, last Sunday - well done on this brilliant sporting achievement,
boys!

Payments
Please continue to make payments for any outstanding charges relating to dinners, Play Club and Breakfast
Club.
Dinner Accounts
If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount
outstanding as soon as possible. The balance does not show on ParentPay - please contact the office if you
need to know your up-to-date balance.
The cost of dinners for Summer Term 1 is £74.25.
Please note that dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school
meals.
If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Kellie by calling the school office.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
Key events:
Half Term Holidays: Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June inclusive
Monday 6th June - first day of Summer Term 2

Summer Fair - Saturday 11th June
Friday 22nd July - last day of 2021-22 school year

Free meals for kids during school holidays
The council is ensuring that regular meals are provided for all children and young people within
the borough during school holidays. Food is served at multiple locations across the borough,
and there's no age limit for children, meaning that nutritious meals are readily available and
families continue to receive support outside of school term time.
Free activities are also on offer so there will always be something to do with the kids. Sport
coaches will be on hand to run fun fitness and active play sessions too at Adventure Play
Centres.
Meals are available Monday to Wednesday during the break, as Thursday and Friday are bank
holidays.
Venues

Monday
30 May

Tuesday
31 May

Wednesday
1 June

Woolwich
Library

12pm

12pm

12pm

Eltham Centre

12pm

12pm

Plumstead
Centre

12pm

12pm

Thamesmere
Leisure Centre

12pm

Greenwich
Centre
Plumstead APC

12pm

Friday 3 June
(Bank Holiday)

12pm

12pm

2pm

Woolwich
Adventure Play

2pm

Glyndon
Adventure play

2pm

Meridian
Adventure Play

2pm

Coldharbour
Adventure play

Thursday 2
June (Bank
Holiday)

2pm

Holiday Meals is commissioned by Royal Greenwich and delivered by Greenwich Co-operative
Development Agency (GCDA), supported by Greenwich Leisure Limited (GLL).

