Whole School Newsletter
Friday 9th September 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,
‘Best day ever!’ concluded a Meridian teacher on Monday. It has certainly been wonderful to see a return
to normality this week: the playground bursting with families and the parents/carers of our youngest
children reading in classrooms once again. Jane and I are certainly optimistic for the school year ahead.
Indeed, we have planned a number of curriculum and parent events (if you didn’t receive our earlier
letter re diary dates, please let the school office know) and are looking forward to the imminent start of
a variety of after school clubs - more information to follow next week.
We welcomed several new children to classes across our school this week and, as always, it was lovely to
see Reception children begin their Meridian learning journeys on Tuesday. It was also a treat to catch up
with ex-pupils who popped up at the Meridian gate in their pristine secondary school uniforms! Similarly,
I have enjoyed beginning to get to know a different school community at Robert Owen, and it was lovely
to spot some familiar faces amongst those families we share. I am reminded that Meridian is part of a
wider community, and I am privileged to be a part of this.
I was saddened to hear the news of Queen Elizabeth II’s death on Thursday. Throughout the
uncertainty and turbulence of recent times, to many, the Queen has been a constant and reassuring
presence. As the longest reigning British monarch, she is part of our living history. Indeed, having now
been teaching for a mere 27 years, I am in admiration of her 70 year term of public service! In
assembly next week, we will be marking the Queen’s passing, helping children make sense of what has
happened and what will be happening next.
Have a restful weekend.
My very best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham, Executive Headteacher

What have our children been learning about this week?
Our steadily-growing Nursery class
have had a lovely time during their first
week at school. Old friends have been
reunited and new friends are joining
every day! Children and staff have very
much enjoyed welcoming parents/carers
into the classroom each morning - they
have shared books and alphabet cards,
shown them how much fun dough can be
and even introduced them to the class
fish!

Dough is squidgy and
squashing.
Ronnie

We made
wands and can
make things
disappear!
Axel

Look - there are baby fish!
Josephine

Reception children are settling in
beautifully to their new class. They
have had great fun making new friends
and getting to know all the staff.
Children were keen to share what they
are enjoying most about school life at
Meridian so far.
I really like
the new toys
in school.
Kienna
I have a
new friend!
Noah
Year 1 have had an excellent
week, settling into their new
classroom in the middle hall and
adapting to their new routines.
They started off the week by
thinking about which things this
year will be different from
Reception and which things will
be the same. They have also
been reflecting on our school
rules and how important they
are to keep us happy, safe and
able to learn. Children have
transitioned into KS1
fantastically well and shown a
real maturity in their behaviour
and how they take care of their
learning environment - well
done, Year 1!

We all have to share the
things in our classroom.
Lana

We walk
around
school
quietly
with our
lips
closed.
Kritika

I liked reading with
my daddy.
Matilda
I like running around
outside.
Gautam
I've made a castle for
my friends at school.
Annabelle

We have
school rules
to keep safe
and be kind.
Eli

We have to be
kind to our
friends.
Wangari

The Rocking Horse Room group have had a
fabulous first week back, demonstrating
great enthusiasm for learning! They have
welcomed new friends into the group by
sharing the book ‘All Are Welcome’ and
reminded themselves about the Meridian
rules and expectations. In order to find out
a little bit more about each other, children
talked about their families and looked at
maps together so that they could discuss all
of the different places in the world that
their families are from. A highlight of the
week was inviting parents/carers in for
reading on Friday morning!
You will like it in
the Rocking Horse
Me and my sister both
Room because my
go to Meridian now. I
friends are kind
am so happy that
and we play nicely.
Annabelle is next door!
Sumaiya
Sofia

My family are
from Lithuania. I
sometimes speak
in Lithuanian but
most of the time I
speak English. Me
and my sister are
both deaf and my
brother is hearing.
Liepa

Year 2 have had a wonderful first week
of term, settling into their new class and
adjusting to expectations and routines
extremely well. They have shown
brilliant behaviours for learning by
throwing themselves enthusiastically
into Phonics lessons and Maths activities
whilst demonstrating great curiosity!
Children reflected on the UNCRC Rights
of the Child as they reminded
themselves of our whole school values
and rules.
Everyone should
be able to go to
school and we
should all follow
the rules!
Billy

Maths is so
much fun! I have
really enjoyed
my lessons this
week.
Tadhg

I love free
reading time
and getting to
read all the
books I love!
Nicola

Year 3 have had an excellent start to the year! Having reminded themselves of our
school rules and routines, children reflected on how they can use their Meridian
Learning Muscles in their learning and throughout their daily lives. The class have
shown a great enthusiasm for learning and have risen to the challenges that come
with starting Key Stage 2. Nelly, Ellen and the children are looking forward to a
great year ahead!
One of our school rules is to be polite and
considerate. You can do this by always saying
please and thank you and by asking people how
they are.
Matthew
It is really important to ask people if they are
OK and make sure that they have someone to
play with. This is our school rule of taking care
of everyone and everything in our school.
Leo
One of our school
values is nurture. In
the book we are
reading, the
characters nurture
their town and grow
lots of different
types of plants.
Phoebe

I am really
looking forward
to learning about
the Amazon
rainforest in
Geography this
term!
Natalia

Year 4 have had a great
start to the term. They
have settled in very well and
given warm Meridian
welcomes to the new
members of the class.
Having quickly adapted to
their new routines, they
have been reminding
themselves of our Meridian
Learning Muscles and whole
school values. The children
are looking forward to
learning about the Amazon
rainforest in Geography this
term and to starting
swimming lessons at the
Greenwich Centre next
week.

I am looking forward to
doing lots of Art this
year!
Daisy E
I am really excited to
start swimming lessons in
Year 4!
Deborah

I am excited about learning new things and
meeting new people, as well showing more
persistence in my learning.
Nefeli

Year 5 have had a fantastic start to the school year and have shown excellent
behaviours for learning in all their lessons. Having begun the week by
transforming their book corner into an Arctic ‘Chill Out Zone’, the children have
settled into their new class and have taken on many responsibilities around the
room. They have also reflected on the Meridian Learning Muscles they used over
the last academic year and thought about how they can use these to drive their
learning this year. Children created pictorial learning journeys to show how
flexing their learning muscles helped them succeed when faced with a challenge!
I’m always going to
practise new skills until
I get better and better!
Areli

Last year, I learnt how to be
persistent with my drawing and I
got so much better! I’m going to
keep trying in Year 5 and
onwards!
Jonny

When I was learning
to ride a bike, I kept
falling off and
hurting myself! I
asked my dad for
some tips and kept
going, and now I can
ride all by myself.
Joseph
(The class decided that
Joseph had been both
resourceful and
persistent!)

I’m really curious to
learn more about
Shackleton’s
Journey to
Antarctica and build
on what I already
know.
Sorel

During a Maths
lesson this
week, Jolie and
I were
resourceful we found a
place value grid
and blocks to
help us solve a
problem.
David

The Discovery Group have
had an excellent start to
the new term. Having
reminded themselves of
the rules and our whole
school values, they began
to focus on our five
Meridian Learning Muscles:
curious, persistent,
resourceful, focussed and
reflective. Throughout
the week, children have
been looking for
opportunities to flex these
muscles in every lesson in
order to achieve their
best.

It’s been a brilliant start to the school year for Year 6. Inspired by the poem ‘For Not Against’ by Karl Nova,
they have reflected carefully on the values of our school and their own individual values too - our school value
of equality was identified as something important to all members of the class. Children also enjoyed sharing
their own aspirations for the year.
I can’t wait
to be a
buddy from
next week! I
remember
my buddy
when I was
in Reception
and I want
to do the
same for
someone
else!
Sara

I’m looking
forward to
learning
things
that I’ve
never
learnt
before
and the
topics
that we’ll
come
across!
Celeste

Contact Details
Please ensure we have an up to date email address and phone number for all parents/carers
and remember to notify the office of any changes to these contact details or those of your
child’s emergency contacts. We have recently sent home a letter with the current contact
details we hold. If these details are incorrect, please notify us as soon as possible.
Breakfast and Play Clubs
Breakfast Club runs from 7.30am until the start of the school day. Play Club runs
from the end of the school day until 5.45pm. We are maintaining the same collection
times for Play Club from last term, so children should be collected at either 5pm,
5.15pm, 5.30pm or 5.45pm.
A reminder that all children who attend Play Club need to bring a small, healthy snack
into school. The same school rules apply - children are not allowed to bring in fizzy
drinks, glass bottles or metal cans, sweets, chewing gum, nuts or any product
containing nuts.
If you have not yet made a booking and would like your child to attend Breakfast Club
or Play Club, please email Rhianna at sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk with the details.
Please note that there is a 2 week notice period if you wish to cancel a regular booking.

Mark Kane, Play
Club and
Breakfast Club
Leader

Other Clubs
We are planning to start extracurricular clubs, including sports
clubs and KS2 choir, from the week beginning 19th September.
Please keep an eye out for further information next week.

The Conservatoire, Blackheath, Autumn Courses
The Conservatoire, Blackheath, offers a range of creative courses for primary age children, including
music, art and drama. Here are some of the highlights:
●
●
●

Play! (6-9 yrs), in which children have group lessons on their favourite instrument, with a choice of
brass, piano, violin, cello, percussion or guitar.
Highly Strung! Ukulele Group (3-5 yrs), a beginners ukulele group.
Thursday afternoon Storytelling classes for little ones now has two slots - with new age guides
‘Reception’ and ‘Years 1 & 2’, so they can play and create stories together, under a teacher-actor's
guidance.

You can book now by calling 020 8852 0234 or popping in. You can also find out more by visiting the
website The Conservatoire, emailing info@conservatoire.org.uk or reading the Autumn Course Guide linked
below:
https://www.conservatoire.org.uk/assets/000/001/123/AUTUMN_Course_Guide_2022_v7_LR_original.pd
f?1658822406

Payments
ParentPay details for new parents/carers will be uploaded and account
activation letters confirming children’s unique username and password will
be sent home next week.
Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts on ParentPay and make the
required payment against any monies owing.
School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week. The charge for
Autumn Term 1 will be £96.25. Payment should be made in advance either via ParentPay (our preferred
payment option) or with cash or cheque via the school office - please send any cash or cheques into school
in a sealed envelope with your child. A reminder that ParentPay does not currently show a balance on
dinner accounts. If you want to check your child’s dinner account balance, please contact Rhianna in the
office.
If your dinner account is in arrears, you will receive a text confirming the amount outstanding. In these
times of increased pressure on school funds, the school cannot carry debts. If dinner balances are not
paid in full or a regular repayment plan is not put in place, then it is likely that dinners will be withdrawn.
If you are having trouble making these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or Kellie as soon as possible.
Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no
charge for dinners.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates
2022-23 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich. The school
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
●
INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
●
INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
●
INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023
A comprehensive list of dates for the Autumn Term and key dates for the school year was emailed to
parents/carers this week - please contact the school office if you did not receive this. Please find on the
next page a copy of the dates for the next four weeks, which include the following:
★
★

★

★
★
★

Y1-Y6 walks along the Meridian Line to Greenwich Park - please speak to your child’s class
teacher if you would like to come and they will confirm if your help is needed.
‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings for Y1-Y6 and Curriculum Meeting for Reception where
parents/carers will have an opportunity to meet their child’s teacher(s) and find out more about the
learning that will take place throughout the Autumn Term.
Phonics workshops for Reception and Year 1 parents/carers led by Abi, our Phonics and Early
Reading Lead. (If your child is in an older year group and is still in the early stages of learning their
phonics sounds, you may also find it beneficial to attend.)
Class assemblies for Year 6 and Year 5 which parents/carers are invited to attend in the top hall.
A DSP coffee afternoon where parents/carers of children who are deaf will have the opportunity
to meet and chat to each other and to Jane Whipps, our Lead Teacher of the Deaf.
A Key Stage 2 (Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6) parent/carer reading session.

Year 6 parent/carers:
The closing date for secondary applications is 31st October 2022. Jo will attend the Year 6 ‘Meet the
Teacher’ meeting on Wednesday 21st September to speak about this. If you are not able to attend and
would like to speak to Jo or Jane about this, please contact the school office to arrange an appointment or
speak to one of us on the playground.

Week beginning Tuesday 13th September
12th September
2022
Wednesday 14th September

Year 2 walk along the Meridian Line in Greenwich Park in
the morning
Year 4 walk along the Meridian Line in Greenwich Park in
the morning

Thursday 15th September

Year 1 walk along the Meridian Line in Greenwich Park in
the morning
Year 5 walk along the Meridian Line in Greenwich Park in
the morning
Year 6 walk along the Meridian Line in Greenwich Park in
the afternoon

Week beginning Tuesday 20th September
19th September

Year 2 Meet the Teacher meeting 4:00-4:30pm
Year 3 Meet the Teacher meeting 4:30-5:00pm

Wednesday 21st September

Year 1 Meet the Teacher meeting 4:00-4:30pm
Year 6 Meet the Teacher meeting 4:30-5:00pm

Thursday 22nd September

Year 4 Meet the Teacher meeting 4:00-4:30pm
Year 5 Meet the Teacher meeting 4:30-5:00pm

Week beginning Tuesday 27th September
26th September

Week beginning
3rd October

Year 3 walk along the Meridian Line in Greenwich Park in
the morning

Phonics workshop for Reception and Year 1
parents/carers: 4:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 28th September

Phonics workshop for Reception and Year 1
parents/carers: 9:30-10:30am

Friday 30th September

Year 6 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Monday 3rd October

DSP coffee afternoon for parents/carers of deaf
children 2:15-3:15pm

Wednesday 5th October

Reception Curriculum meeting 4:00-4:30pm

Thursday 6th October

KS2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6) parent/carer
reading session 8:50 - 9:20am

Friday 7th October

Year 5 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

