Wednesday 21st September 2022
Dear Parents / Carers,
Welcome back to a new school year at Meridian! We hope that you enjoyed the summer holiday and had a
chance to rest and relax.
It’s been lovely getting to know all of the Year 1 children over the past two weeks. We have been so
impressed by how they have settled in, adjusting fantastically to Key Stage 1. They have demonstrated
how well they can follow instructions, take care of each other and work and play together. As the
transition process continues, we have no doubt that the children will continue to succeed and support each
other, beginning to focus for longer periods of time within a more structured timetable.
Class arrangements:
Abi will teach the class each Monday and Tuesday, Joanie will teach the class each Thursday and Friday
and we will both teach the class each Wednesday. We have two experienced teaching assistants
supporting children’s learning in Year 1: Indi all day, every day and Masaki each afternoon. Together, we
are all really looking forward to helping your children make the most of the exciting learning
opportunities their first year of Key Stage 1 has to offer.
Curriculum: Our learning has started with a mini whole school topic, ‘We are Meridian’. We have been
learning all about the Prime Meridian Line and enjoyed our trip to Greenwich Park - thank you to those of
you who came along. Children have been drawing their own maps of Greenwich, thinking carefully about
which landmarks are in the Eastern Hemisphere or the Western Hemisphere.
We will soon be moving onto our whole school Geography theme for the
term - Where in the World are We? Year 1’s focus will be on London.
We will locate and study key human and physical features of London,
including its famous landmarks. We will find inspiration for our writing in
English lessons through ‘A Walk in London’ by Salvatore Rubbino and
‘Claude in the City’ by Alex T. Smith. As you will have seen from the
diary dates emailed home at the start of term, on 9th November, we will
be taking a London sightseeing tour on the Thames Clipper. If you are
available to help, please let us know (more information to follow). We will also be able to share some of
our learning with you during our class assembly at 9.30am on Friday 11th November and at our Curriculum
Open morning at 9.25am on Wednesday 23rd November.
Supporting learning at home: We would really appreciate your help in supporting some of your child’s
learning at home. The home learning focus in Year 1 is on early literacy skills - reading and sharing books,
and reading and spelling using phonics (the sounds that letters make) and tricky words (those which
cannot be sounded out).
Phonics and tricky word activities will be posted onto Google Classroom every Friday. It would be great
if you could share children’s home learning with us by taking a photo, typing a comment or even posting a

video! If you are able to post this by Wednesday, that would be great. If you do not have access to a
home computer of some description (e.g. laptop, PC, iPad), please let one of us know so that we can
provide your child with a paper copy of the home learning.
Year 1 will take home a phonics book matched to their current phonics attainment and one book of their
choice. These books will be changed once a week. (If your child wishes to change their free choice book
more often, they are welcome to do so.) As we move to a more structured timetable, your child will read
the same phonics book twice with an adult and once independently. Please ensure your child brings their
book bag with their books and reading diary into school every day.
Please continue to read with your child at home on a daily basis. If you would like further information
about how we teach phonics at Meridian and how you can further support your child at home, please come
to one of the phonics workshops next week run by Abi on Tuesday 4.30 - 5.30pm or Wednesday
9.30-10.30am.
Routines: We greatly appreciate your support in ensuring your child comes to school every day and on
time at 8.50am to ensure a smooth start to the day for all children and ensure that no learning
opportunities are missed. The gate opens at 8.45am each day to give the children time to line up. Thank
you also for continuing to ensure you pick up your child promptly at 3.20pm.
We are delighted to invite you into the classroom every Friday to read with your child or a small group
of children during parent/carer reading sessions. These will run between 8.50 and 9.20am.
Year 1 will take part in PE on Tuesdays and Fridays, outside on Tuesdays and inside on Fridays. This
year, the children will be getting changed for these sessions and so will need to have their PE kit in
school every day. This is a t-shirt, jumper, jogging bottoms/shorts/leggings. Trainers or plimsolls are
needed for outdoor PE; for indoor PE lessons, children take part with bare feet. It is a good idea to
keep your child’s PE kit in school for the half term as this reduces the risk of forgotten kits. Should
children forget their PE kit, they will be given a school kit to change into.
Communication: Please check our weekly whole school newsletter - sent via email and posted on the
school website - for important information throughout the year and updates on what we have been
learning. Should you ever wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s school life, it is usually possible to
talk after school at pick up time. If this is not possible, we can give you a ring or arrange a longer
meeting with you after the children have been dismissed. If you need to speak to us before school
urgently, please phone the School Office.
We are really looking forward to working in partnership with you to support your children’s learning this
year!
Best wishes,
Abi, Joanie and the Year 1 team

