
Whole School Newsletter

Friday 25th March 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

Thank you for your support during a tumultuous couple of weeks - continuing to follow public health

guidance on testing and isolation, informing us of confirmed cases straight away and, when we’ve had no

choice but to move to remote learning in some classes, supporting your child with their learning at home.  I

know it’s not easy, and I really do hope we are now through the worst of it.  Thank you also to staff who’ve

shown great flexibility in the face of unusually high staff absence.  I am once again reminded that I am

privileged to be part of such a great school community and work alongside such a resilient and committed

staff team.

I’m sure that both staff and parents heaved a sigh of relief when Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 returned to

their classrooms this week. We very much look forward to welcoming Reception and Year 3 back to

school on Monday 28th March.  I very much look forward to returning to school on the same day!

Thirteen confirmed cases of Covid were reported to school between Monday and my time of writing (two

Reception children, four Y1 children and a Y1 staff member, two Y2 children, two Y3 children, one Y4 child

and a member of the Early Years staff team).  We keep moving forwards.

Year 5 and Year 6 will be visiting Hever Castle on Wednesday 30th March

and all other classes after the Easter break - dates to follow early next

week.  We will aim to display the children’s Arts Exhibition in the week

after Easter.  As this will be a physical (and not virtual) exhibition this

year, we will organise visiting times for parents.  In the meantime, I hope

you will admire the castles drawn collaboratively by Early Years children

below and read all about the children’s learning during this week’s Arts

Festival on the next four pages.

Welcome to Rhianna, our new Receptionist/Administrator who joined our

permanent staff team this week.  I am sure she is enjoying getting to

know children, parents and staff.  If you have not yet met her, please do

come and say hello on the playground.

The Royal Borough of Greenwich has published a  statement of support for the people of Ukraine which

includes useful ways for people to help. You can see the full statement here: Support for Ukraine | Royal

Borough of Greenwich (royalgreenwich.gov.uk). We have also been  asked to circulate the attached letter

to you, which asks those who speak Ukrainian for their support over the coming months.

And finally, do have a

look at the fun Easter

activities organised by

FROMS below and the

free meals for Easter

organised by RBG -

details here and below

Royal Greenwich

Holidays Meals.

This promises to be a

sunny weekend.  Enjoy!

My very best wishes,

Jo

Jo Graham, Headteacher

https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=892d0eb31a&e=921ac12621
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=892d0eb31a&e=921ac12621
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=346f738359&e=921ac12621
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/HolidayMeals
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/HolidayMeals


What have our children been learning during the second week of the Arts Festival?

In order to develop their own stories inspired by Sir Percivale of Wales, Nursery have used pictures of woods

and the natural environment of the Foundation Stage garden to inspire their setting descriptions.

Applying some of the techniques they practised last week, children have enjoyed experimenting with using both

paint and printing inks to create prints using stencils, rollers, sponges and leaves.

Before inventing characters for their own stories based on Sir Percivale of

Wales, Reception thought about what a knight might look like.  Having reflected on

an aspect of our school ethos - valuing individuality, celebrating differences - a

diverse range of unique and special knights were created by the class.  Children

then had great fun acting in role, thinking carefully about how a knight would

behave and how they would use their sword and shield to do good.

Since learning at home,

our resilient Reception

learners have shown

brilliant focus when

producing careful

observational drawings

of natural objects.



Year 1 have produced some fabulous writing this week inspired by the legend of Sir Tristram and the Fair

Iseult.  They especially enjoyed writing about the events that occur once their main character has defeated

the dragon, when the queen gives the knight a concoction to help heal them.  They showed great imagination

when considering the different herbs and flowers that could be used to create a powerful ointment or potion!

Using leaves gathered from the Green Garden, children

created monoprints which they will use as the

backgrounds for their collages.  They also experimented

with portraiture.  Having drawn a friend opposite them,

children cut up copies of each other’s drawings to

assemble some brand-new Year 1 faces with different

people’s features!

In writing their own innovative versions of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Year 2 have been focussing on

using conjunctions to link their sentences and including interesting adjectives to describe their settings and

characters’ emotions.

Children have been reflective learners this week when

experimenting with monoprinting on different surfaces and

in different ways.  As well as arranging compositions of

natural objects on the photocopier and transferring these

to prints, they’ve used free hand sketching to transfer

printing ink to paper.  Children have also carefully

considered which tones would work best for their final

collages and settled on contrasting colours to enable their

prints to ‘pop’ out boldly.  Having drawn self-portraits using pencils and charcoal, they

are excited to paint the heroes and heroines from their stories next week!



With the first drafts of their stories inspired by The Two Swords well

underway, Year 3 have been thinking about how to bring settings to life

through descriptive language.  They used their senses when imagining

their characters travelling through forests, mountains and meadows on

their quest to find Excalibur, the

magical sword.

At the beginning of the week in

school, children experimented with

colour mixing to decide on the

colours for their collage

backgrounds, being careful to note

down what proportion of each different colour they used to make their

preferred shades.  Since learning at home, they have been evaluating

portraits depicting diverse characters by famous artists in preparation

for creating their own next week.

Year 4 did a wonderful job of continuing their first drafts of their stories based on Sir Gareth, or The

Knight of the Kitchen while they were learning at home.  They used dialogue and the ‘show not tell’ technique

to communicate Lady Linnet’s distress and her anger at King Arthur not assigning a more accomplished knight

to her quest!

Since returning to school, children have been

experimenting with screen printing, cutting

shapes from newsprint that reflect the natural

forms from their observational drawings.  They

then had a go at experimenting with different

arrangements that could form a background!



Inspired by The First Quest of Sir Launcelot, Year 5 have been drafting the opening and build-up to their

own quest stories.  Trying to strike the right balance between dialogue, action and narrative, they have

focussed on using expanded noun phrases to enhance their descriptions and varied sentence openers so that

their writing is not repetitive.

Having refined their

observational drawings of

leaves and other natural

objects from last week,

children have begun to

experiment with lino

cutting.  It is a tricky

process, but the children

persevered!  They enjoyed

exploring how to create

positive and negative

spaces within the patterns.

Year 6 have thoroughly enjoyed being back in school together and have spent time, in English and Art,

reflecting on their learning at home.  For their stories based on Sir Gawain and the Lady Ragnell, they have

been making improvements to their vocabulary within expanded noun phrases to describe Hewin Castle - the

main setting of the story - and perfecting their use of dialogue to convey their characters’ thoughts, feelings

and personalities.

Children have begun to

experiment with lino cutting by

etching natural forms from their

tonal and continuous line drawings

into lino, and then printing these

repeatedly to create a pattern.

They also became photographers

this week, exploring which

postures and lighting they could

use to best portray a knight, and

have begun to explore how their

photos could become the subject

of their creative collages.





Payments

Thank you to everyone who has been making payments this week for dinners, Play Club, Breakfast Club and

Nursery fees to make the end of financial year deadlines.

Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts

As confirmed in recent newsletters, attendance at Breakfast Club and Play Club up to 1st April has been added

to ParentPay accounts.  These have also been updated to reflect any non-attendance due to class closures.

Unfortunately, we have discovered that the system does not adjust the balance on the account until the

attendance has actually taken place.  As a result, the balances showing will only be current as at a particular

date and will not include the charges for any future attendance between now and 1st April.

Parents/carers should still make a payment for attendances at Breakfast and Play Club up to 1st April as soon

as possible.  Therefore, in addition to any current balance on your child’s account, you will need to calculate the

amount owing for the remaining period up to 1st April based on the days your

child attends (Play Club is £11 per session and Breakfast Club is £5 per

session).

Last Payment Dates

● Via ParentPay - although the payment deadline for this financial year has now passed, please continue to

make payments for any outstanding balances on your child’s account. If you need your ParentPay

registration details re-sending, please contact the office staff and they will be happy to email these to

you.

● Via cash or cheque -  you can still make payments to the office up to Wednesday 30th March.

Dinner Accounts

If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount

outstanding as soon as possible.  The balance does not show on ParentPay - please contact the office if you

need to know your up-to-date balance.

The cost of dinners for the whole of Spring Term 2 is £82.50.

Please note that dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school
meals.

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Kellie by calling the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.



Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.

Key events:

From 14th March - Meridian Arts Festival

Wednesday 30th March - Year 5 & Year 6 visit to Hever Castle

Friday 1st April - last day of Spring Term 2

Easter Holidays: Monday 4th April - Monday 18th April inclusive

Tuesday 19th April - first day of Summer Term 1

To be confirmed - Hever Castle trips for other year groups

Monday 2nd May - May Day Bank Holiday

Thursday 5th May 2022 - The school is being used as a polling station and will be closed to all pupils except

Y6 - more details to follow for Y6 parents/carers

Half Term Holidays: Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June inclusive

Monday 6th June - first day of Summer Term 2

Friday 22nd July - last day of 2021-22 school year

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates/3


Free Holiday Meals

Free lunches are available for school children during the Easter break. Pick up a healthy packed lunch
from  libraries and leisure centres across Greenwich borough throughout the holidays.  Simply turn up
and tuck in, there’s no need to register beforehand.

Free activities will also be on offer so there will always be something to do with the kids. Sport
coaches will be on hand to run fun fitness and active play sessions too at Adventure Play Centres.
From Easter crafts to sub-soccer, there's loads to get up during the break - and it's free for families so
don't miss out.

For a full list of locations and serving times visit Royal Greenwich Holidays Meals

Meals will be available Monday to Friday during the Easter holidays, excluding the bank holiday on
Friday 15 April.

Day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
(Not Good
Friday)

Woolwich
Centre

Physical
Activities: 10
– 12pm

Rhyme time:
11.30

Food: 12pm

Rhyme time:
11.30am

Food: 12pm

Easter crafts:
9.30am - 10am

Soccer and
small side
activities:
10am-12pm

Food: 12pm

Rhyme time:
11.30am

Food: 12pm

Soccer: 10am –
12pm

Rhymetime and
Chinese crafts:
11:30am

Food: 12pm

Thamesmere
Library

Food: 12pm

Table tennis
available

Story corner:
11am-12pm

Food: 12pm

Table tennis
available

Food: 12pm

Table tennis
available

Food: 12pm

Table tennis
available

Storytime with
Mama G: 11am

Food: 12pm

Table tennis
available

Plumstead
Centre

Food: 12pm

Free soft play

Free table
tennis

Food: 12pm

Free table
tennis

Food: 12pm

Free soft play

Free table
tennis

Food: 12pm

Free table tennis

Food: 12pm

Free soft play

Free table tennis

Eltham
Centre

Food: 12pm

Table tennis
available

Food: 12pm

Casual sports

Chatty Tuesday
11am –12pm

Mini Makers
13pm-14pm

Table tennis
available

Food: 12pm

Rhythm Time
11am-12pm &
City Lit Craft
(TBC)

Table tennis
available

Food: 12pm

Table tennis
available

Food: 12pm

Rhythm Time:
11am-12pm

Table tennis
available

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/HolidayMeals


Plumstead
Adventure
Play Centre

Activities
week 1:
11am – 13pm

Activities
week 2:
11am – 1pm

Food: 2pm

Activities week
1: 11am –
13pm

Activities week
2: 11am – 1pm

Activities week
1: 11am –
13pm

Activities week
2: 11am – 1pm

Food: 2pm

Activities week 1:
11am – 13pm

Activities week 2:
11am – 1pm

Woolwich
Adventure
Play Centre

Activities
week 1: 2pm
– 3:30pm

Activities
week 2: 2pm
– 3:30pm

Food: 2pm

Activities week
1: 2pm –
3:30pm

Activities week
2: 2pm –
3:30pm

Activities week
1: 2pm –
3:30pm

Activities week
2: 2pm –
3:30pm

Food: 2pm

Activities week 1:
2pm – 3:30pm

Activities week 2:
2pm – 3:30pm

Glyndon
Adventure
Play Centre

Activities
week 1:
11:30am-1p
m

Activities
week 2:
12.30-2.00p
m

Food: 2pm

Activities week
1:
11:30am-1pm

Activities week
2:
12.30-2.00pm

Activities week
1:
11:30am-1pm

Activities week
2:
12.30-2.00pm

Food: 2pm

Activities week 1:
11:30am-1pm

Activities week 2:
12.30-2.00pm

Meridian
Adventure
Play Centre

Activities
week 1:  1pm
- 3pm

Activities
week 2: 12 –
1.30pm

Food: 2pm

Activities week
1:  1pm - 3pm

Activities week
2: 12 – 1.30pm

Activities week
1:  1pm - 3pm

Activities week
2: 12 – 1.30pm

Food: 2pm

Activities week 1:
1pm - 3pm

Activities week 2:
12 – 1.30pm

Coldharbour
Adventure
Play Centre

Food: 2pm

Activities
week 1:  2pm
- 4pm

Activities
week 2pm
–4pm

Activities week
1:  2pm - 4pm

Activities week
2pm –4pm

Food: 2pm

Activities week
1:  2pm - 4pm

Activities week
2pm –4pm

Activities week 1:
2pm - 4pm

Activities week
2pm –4pm



Information for activities for the Easter Holidays

Blackheath Conservatoire - Easter Holiday
Programme (5th - 14th April)

Please visit their website for more information:
Easter HolidAll Kids Canay Courses

To enrol please call 020 8852 0234 or email
info@conservatoire.org.uk

Activ Camps run by All Kids Can

For more information and to book a place
visit All Kids Can

https://www.conservatoire.org.uk/easter
mailto:info@conservatoire.org.uk
http://www.allkidscan.co.uk

