
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 23rd September 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

Children have achieved a lot during this four day week!  Do read all about 
what our budding mathematicians across the school have been learning about 
below.  Year 4 children enjoyed their first session with Platform Cricket on 
Thursday and have four more sessions to look forward to.  There was also lots 
of activity after school - it was great to see the return of our extra-curricular 
sports clubs and the KS2 choir.  Joanna’s French Animation Club starts next 
week.  Well done to those children who are reading at home as often as possible
and completing their home learning on Google Classroom.  A special mention to 
hard-working historian, Eden-Leigh, who extended her history learning outside 
of school and shared some interesting historical artefacts with her class related 
to Queen Elizabeth II - well done, Eden-Leigh!

In terms of all things curriculum, Jane and I were pleased to see many of you at 
our Meet the Teacher meetings this week.  For those of you who were not able to 
attend, teachers will upload their slides to Google Classroom - these outline key routines and learning 
foci for the year.  In addition, class newsletters and curriculum overviews for Year 1 - Year 6 were 
emailed home this week.  If you did not receive these documents, please let the school office know.  
Nursery and Reception curriculum information will be emailed home on Monday.

Next week sees the return of our class assemblies.  This is a chance for the children to share some of 
their recent learning with parents and carers and listen to the sharing of our Silver Book.  Year 6 look 
forward to welcoming their parents/carers to their assembly next Friday morning at 9.30am in the top 
hall.  Dates for other classes can be found on the ‘Dates for your Diary’ emailed home at the start of 
term.  

A very special thank you to Holly who, after 5 years of chairing FROMS, is stepping down from this 
important role on our PTA.  Holly has made a significant difference to the school and under her 
leadership, FROMS have raised a staggering £60,000!  Please do read the information below and 
consider whether this is a role you would be willing to take on - alone or with someone else.

And finally…  a reminder that Phonics Workshops will take place in school next week.  Interested 
parents can choose from Tuesday 4.30-5.30pm or Wednesday 9.30-10.30am.  We hope to see you there.

Best wishes,
Jo

Jo Graham, Executive Headteacher

I love finding out more 
about history by 
looking at original 
sources. The 
newspapers are in such 
good condition! It was 
especially interesting 
to see the photographs 
of the Queen with her 
sister and King Charles 
III as a young boy.
Eden-Leigh



Nursery have been developing their 
counting skills through talking about 
their families.  They showed great 
focus and persistence when drawing 
lovely pictures of the people who live in 
their houses and the things they like to 
do together.  Children then used both 
their drawings and their fingers to 
count how many people they live with!

Reception have been 
busy practising their 
counting skills in lots 
of different ways in 
their indoor and 
outdoor classrooms 
this week.  They have 
been matching number 
tiles to the numerals 
on their number mat 
and rolling a dice to 
see if they can 
recognise how many 
dots there are without 
counting - that's called 
subitising!  Reception 
children love to sing 
counting songs every 
day, and this week 
they found out that 
you can even count 
sounds too!  They had 
great fun taking turns 
to play the drum for 
their friends to count 
the beats.   

Year 1 have thoroughly enjoyed 
their Maths lessons so far this 
term and have been learning all 
about place value.  They started 
off by sorting objects in 
different ways and then moved 
onto counting sets of objects.  
Children have learnt how to 
represent numbers in different 
ways, for example by using ten 
frames and part-whole models 
to represent numbers with 
counters.  They’ve also been 
matching numerals and words to 
representations of numbers and 
challenged themselves to solve 
some tricky problems and 
explain their mathematical 
reasoning!

What have our children been learning about in Maths? 

All my fingers 
- that's 10! 
Samuel 

I love the 
cheeky monkey 
counting song! 
Noah

Numbers get 
bigger when 
we count up.
Amari

I know this number is 8 
because there are 2 
missing from the 10.
Robita

When you 
count, you have 
to make sure 
you say one 
number for one 
object and you 
can use your 
finger to help!
Art

There are five people in 
my family. I walk to 
school and drive to the 
shops with them!
Dola

Mum, Dad, sister Daria, me 
and Michel - five in my house!
Aster

I can count the spots 
and show my fingers. 
Asmi

I hit the drum 
5 times! 
Hadley 

Another word 
for bigger is 
greater.
Bea



The Rocking Horse Room group have been 
consolidating their understanding of 2-digit  
numbers by counting sets of objects and 
matching the amount to the number.  
They’ve also been learning how to represent 
numbers in different ways using Numicon 
and ten frames. Children have shown great 
persistence when tackling challenges and 
had great fun solving a problem when the 
number tiles were put in the box in the 
wrong order!    

Jake has got more than me. He has 
got 9 and I’ve only got 6.
Chanell

Since the start of term, Year 2 have focussed on recapping the 
numbers 0-20 and have now moved on to explore the value of 
numbers up to 100!  Having practised partitioning numbers into tens 
and ones, children have been very resourceful while learning to 
represent numbers in a variety of different ways using pictures, 
base ten equipment and bead strings! 

When we represent a number, we 
show its value.
Zayden

Year 3 have been very reflective when reviewing and consolidating all their 
prior learning about place value!  They have explored the place value of 
each digit in 3-digit numbers, representing these in different ways and 
investigating various ways in which they can be partitioned.  This week, 
children flexed their resourceful learning muscle when using manipulatives 
to help them find 100 more or less than a 3-digit number!

When finding 10 less than 302, 
my first step was to exchange 
one of my hundred blocks for 10 
tens. It was then much easier 
to take one ten away and count 
the remaining base 10 
resources.
Aiana

If the number 
in the 
hundreds 
column is the 
same, you must 
then look at 
the tens 
column to see 
which number 
is the biggest.
Felix

I know this number is twenty as it 
has 2 tens and no ones! I need to 
use 2 base ten to show it. 
Ella G

I know that 
when I am 
ordering 
numbers, I 
must look at 
the hundreds 
column first 
and then move 
on to the tens 
and ones. 
Betsy

I know that this is the right order 
now because the 8 is next to the 7.
Sumaiya

Trixie
Blaise

Natalia



Keen mathematicians in 
Year 4 have been deepening 
their understanding of place 
value by exploring numbers 
in the thousands.  They 
began by representing these 
numbers in different ways 
before partitioning them.  
In order to compare 
numbers, children used key 
vocabulary, such as 
ascending and descending, 
and mathematical inequality 
symbols (>, < and =) to show 
if a number was greater 
than, less than or equal to 
another number. 

When Year 5 found out that they 
would be practising rounding numbers 
this week, they cheered!  Their 
positive attitudes to their learning 
ensured that they worked hard to 
follow the steps to round to the 
nearest multiple of 10, 100 and 1000 
correctly and apply this to solve 
challenging problems.  Next week, 
they will use the same strategies when 
rounding to the nearest 100,000 and 1 
million!

Resourceful learners in the Discovery Group have been building on 
their prior learning in order to develop their understanding of the 
place value of increasingly bigger numbers.  They have been reading, 
writing, ordering and rounding integers with growing confidence.  
This week, children have focussed on multiplying and dividing 
numbers by powers of 10 and counting involving negative numbers.

When we have finished rounding, we 
can check our answer by making sure 
it is a multiple of 10, 100 or 1000. If 
we have rounded to 1000, the answer 
must end in ___000.
Demid

To find the difference between a positive and negative number, I 
counted from the negative number to zero first and then counted 
on from there to the positive number. 
Jonny 

When solving problems with multiple clues, I found it helpful to 
work systematically by identifying which was the most useful clue 
first and then working through the others.  
Urte 

You compare 
numbers by 
starting from 
the left hand 
side: first the 
thousands, 
then the 
hundreds, then 
the tens and 
then the ones. 
If any of the 
digits in those 
columns are 
the same, you 
move to the 
next column on 
the right.
Allison

If the place value of the thousands digit in the 
numbers you’re comparing is the same, you need to next 
look at the hundreds.  When you’re ordering numbers, 
ascending means going up - for example 1, 2, 3, 4 - and 
descending means going down from biggest to smallest.
Paris

When I follow the steps, rounding is much easier! When rounding 
to the nearest 10, you underline the tens digit and circle the 
number to the right to decide whether to round up or down. We 
have a rhyme to help us remember: “5-9 climb the vine; 0-4 slide 
to the floor!”
Lili

Urte



Year 6 have also been getting busy with place value and building on all their previous learning to work with 
numbers up to 10,000,000!  They have been writing numbers in numerals and words, comparing and ordering 
integers, and multiplying and dividing by powers of 10.  When developing their reasoning skills, children have 
been working hard to give rules that describe what all possible solutions for a problem could be, rather than 
just listing them.

Partitioning a number with a 
part-whole model into its 
millions, thousands and ones 
can help you see where the 
commas need to go when you 
are writing a number.
Nicole

Luke Leia

Nicole





Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
● INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

A comprehensive list of dates for the Autumn Term and key dates for the school year can be found on our 
website: 2021-22 Term Dates.   Please find below a copy of the dates for the next four weeks.
Year 6 parent/carers:
The closing date for secondary applications is 31st October 2022.  If you would like to speak to Jo or 
Jane about this, please contact the school office to arrange an appointment or speak to one of us on the 
playground.

Week beginning 
26th September

Tuesday 27th September Phonics workshop for Reception and Year 1 
parents/carers: 4:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 28th September Phonics workshop for Reception and Year 1 
parents/carers: 9:30-10:30am

Friday 30th September Year 6 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning 
3rd October

Monday 3rd October Coffee afternoon for DSP parents/carers 2:15-3:15pm

Wednesday 5th October Reception Curriculum meeting 4:00-4:30pm

Thursday 6th October KS2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6) parent/carer 
reading session 8:50 - 9:20am

Friday 7th October Year 5 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning 
10th October

Thursday 13th October Year 3 trip to Deptford Creek

Thursday 13th October Year 2 trip to Mudchute Farm

Friday 14th October Year 4 trip to Deptford Creek

Friday 14th October Year 3 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning 
17th October

Wednesday 19th October Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

Thursday 20th October Nursery and Reception Autumn walk to Greenwich Park 
in the morning

Thursday 20th October Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm

Friday 21st October Year 4 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Half Term: Monday 24th October 2022 - Friday 28th October 2022

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates

