
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 11th November 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

Lots has happened this week…

We celebrated our very own Parliament Week.  This meant that voting took place for our School Council 
representatives as well as to agree the most preferred films for the upcoming PJ and Popcorn Parties - 
both important tasks worthy of democratic elections!  Many thanks to Rowshan, parent and one of our 
local councillors, who came into school to talk to the children from the School Council about her role. 
The children asked her a variety of thoughtful questions -  do read more below.

The weather behaved itself, and Nursery and Reception 
enjoyed their long-awaited local walk.  Meanwhile, Year 1 
went on a sightseeing tour of London aboard the Thames 
Clipper.  Members of the public commented on the children’s 
great behaviour on the boat.  Back in Greenwich, members 
of the public praised Year 4 children for their sensible 
behaviour at the swimming pool, commenting on how 
courteous the children were.  Well done, Year 1 and Year 4.

Year 1 were practising their first whole school assembly 
with much enthusiasm and very clear voices when I spotted 
them in the top hall on Thursday.  I was therefore 
unsurprised to hear that they performed it to friends and 
family remarkably well this morning!  Thank you to all the 
parents/carers who have supported children in this way this 
term.  After Christmas, our Early Years classes will take 
their turn.

Friday next week is Pudsey Day for Children in Need - please see the details below regarding how we will 
be celebrating and raising money, as well as how you can support this event.

And finally… as you know, we have now received our final Ofsted report.  This has been emailed to all 
parents with a letter from me.  If you haven’t received it, please let us know.  Thank you for the many 
kind words we have received from parents regarding this - your support and partnership is much 
appreciated.  Have a lovely weekend.

Best wishes,
Jo 

Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher

To mark 
Remembrance 
Day, KS2 
observed a 
minute’s silence 
this morning and 
reflected on how 
we can promote 
peace in our 
school community.



Foundation Stage children were 
very excited to discover that they 
were going to have a say in which 
film to watch at the upcoming 
Nursery and Reception PJ and 
Popcorn Party.  Nursery began by 
thinking about which one they liked 
the look of the most and did their 
best to explain their reasons.  
Then, they voted for their 
favourite by placing a cube on a 
picture of the cover.  Once 
everyone had taken their turn, keen 
mathematicians discussed which 
tower had the most cubes and even 
counted them up to check! 

Having cast their 
film votes, Reception 
were pleased to once 
again have the power 
in their hands when 
they voted for the 
book they would like 
to hear at class 
storytime.  They 
were each given a 
peg to place on their 
book of choice.  
Children then 
carefully counted 
how many pegs each 
book had received 
before applying their 
Maths knowledge to 
work out the winner!

What have our children been learning about during 
Meridian Parliament Week? 

Year 1 have been learning about the difference between rules and laws.  They learnt that 
rules and laws are important because they help to keep people safe, help to make things fair 
and help people to access their rights.  They discussed what our school would be like without 
any rules and what our country would be like without any laws.  Children then played a game 
where they had to decide if a statement was a rule or a law.  They moved to one side of the 
classroom or put their hands on their head if they thought the statement was a rule, and 
moved to the other side of the classroom or put their hands on their shoulders if they 
thought it was a law!

It would be 
dangerous 
without any laws.
Oscar

People 
could 
get 
hurt if 
there 
were 
no 
rules 
in 
school.
Aimee

Not being 
allowed to 
touch a ball 
in football 
is a rule, 
not a law.
Irtaza

We took a peg 
and put it on the 
one we liked. 
Noah

‘A Brave Bear’ won 
because it had more 
pegs. 
Jessica

‘Room on 
the Broom’ 
got fewer. 
Samuel 

The one 
I chose 
won! 
Matilda 

Paw Patrol has the most.
Francis

Paw Patrol is funny.
Axel

I saw 
the 
Gruffalo 
with 
Nanny!
Ewan 



This week, Year 3 have been 
thinking about the role of 
leadership within democracy.  As 
part of their discussions, they 
considered and then shared the 
qualities they think a person 
needs to make a good Prime 
Minister.  Children also thought 
about what their first act would 
be if they were Prime Minister!

Year 4 have been 
learning all about 
the two chambers 
of UK Parliament: 
the House of 
Commons and the 
House of Lords.  
After finding out 
about some of the 
interesting 
traditions that 
take place within 
both houses, 
children were keen 
to explore each of 
them through 
taking a virtual 
tour!

To celebrate UK Parliament 
Week, Year 2 have been 
learning all about the meaning of 
the word 'democracy' and the 
important role that Parliament 
plays in determining the 
country's laws.  To better 
understand this past weekend’s 
Bonfire Night celebrations, they 
also learnt about the important 
historical figure  of Guy Fawkes.  
Children then retold the story 
of the Gunpowder Plot through 
written sentences and 
illustrations.

A democracy is 
when the 
people vote for 
someone to run 
the country 
and make new 
laws.
Blaise

Daria

Alessa

The governing party is the 
party who won the most 
votes at the last general 
election. At the moment, the 
governing party is the 
Conservatives. 
Mimi 

The House of Lords 
challenges the 
government's decisions 
and votes on them.
Paris

First the MPs can have a 
verbal vote but if the 
winner is not clear, then 
they have a box either side 
to choose for or against and 
have a physical vote 
instead. 
Robbie

 I think a Prime 
Minister needs to 
be confident 
because they spend 
a lot of time talking 
to large groups of 
people and on TV!
Harvey

I think it is 
important that 
a Prime 
Minister is 
eco-friendly. 
They need to 
think about 
the 
environment 
and animals 
and make laws 
to help them. 
Gaia 

If I were Prime Minister, I 
would reduce living prices so 
poorer people would be able to 
afford things.
Elsie H 

If I were Prime Minister, I 
would stop the deforestation 
of the Amazon Rainforest!
Tyler Elsie H 

Niall 



Year 5 have been learning all about the processes that go on in the Houses of Parliament 
in Westminster and how the government introduces new laws.  They created their own 
Parliament in the classroom with a House of Commons - which included the Prime 
Minister, MPs sitting on opposing sides of the Chamber and a speaker - the House of 
Lords and, of course, the King!

The MPs in the House of Commons debated three different bill proposals (whether the 
sugar tax should be increased, whether plastic food packaging should be banned and 
whether footballers’ salaries should be capped) before democratically voting either for 
or against the new law.  It was then passed to the House of Lords to vote on and then to 
the King to sign!

Year 6 have been learning about the history 
of the UK Parliament.  They ordered 
significant events in the history of our 
democracy and reflected back to their 
previous historical learning about Ancient 
Greece and the development of democracy by 
the Athenians.  Children were quite surprised 
by how late some developments came, and 
they ended their timelines by reflecting on 
what the future could hold for the UK 
Parliament…

I was an MP 
for the 
opposition. I 
voted against 
the motion to 
raise the 
sugar tax as 
it is in many 
foods and 
this would 
increase 
prices.
Max 

I was an MP for the opposition. My job was to consider 
and debate the law suggested by the Prime Minister. I 
really enjoyed debating!
Ariel 

I was the speaker and I had to sit at the head of the House of 
Commons Chamber. I had to make sure that the MPs were 
polite and calm. My favourite part was when MPs would stand 
up and I could decide when they spoke!
Zayd

I was the Prime Minister! I had to suggest new laws to the 
House of Commons and allow the MPs to debate them. I 
needed the majority of the MPs to vote for my bill for it 
to be sent to the House of Lords.
Aliya 

I was surprised that anonymous voting 
wasn’t introduced in the UK until 1872! 
I imagined that we would have been 
doing that for a lot longer!
Luke

I think that in 
the future the 
House of Lords 
should play a 
less important 
role because 
they have not 
been voted in by 
the public.
Ayoola

I think that in the 
future, the 
devolution process 
will continue and 
more powers will be 
granted to the 
parliaments in 
Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.
Max



Meridian School Council 2022-23
KS1 and KS2 children went to the polls this week to vote for who they would like to represent their class on 
this year’s School Council.  Well done to all the children who bravely volunteered for this important role, and 
congratulations to the following children who were successfully elected:

★ Year 1: Lana and Oscar
★ Year 2 and KS1 DSP: Ella M, Sean and Liepa
★ Year 3: Phoebe and Adam
★ Year 4: Evelina and Alex
★ Year 5 and KS2 DSP: Areli, Ariel and Kavishan
★ Year 6: Abigail and Ethan 

Our newly-elected School Council wasted no time in getting down to business.  They showed great creativity 
and enthusiasm when working collaboratively to mindmap lots of ideas for next week’s Pudsey Day festivities, 
and they were very thoughtful and  reflective when planning questions for a special visitor. 

On Thursday morning, the School Council were delighted to host a visit from local councillor (and Year 2 
mum!) Rowshan who told them that being elected to the School Council was a tremendous achievement and an 
important responsibility.  Children were keen to get advice from Rowshan about their new role and even 
picked up some tips for how to get others to listen when speaking to a large group of people!  They were also 
very interested to hear about some of the projects Rowshan is currently working on, such as the steps she’s 
taking to address residents’ concerns about traffic in our local area.  

When one member of the School 
Council asked Rowshan what she 
does when people don’t agree 
with her, she told them the 
following:
“Sometimes we disagree, but it’s 
good to have different opinions 
because that’s what democracy 
is. We need to bring about 
change, so it’s important to 
value everyone’s input. It’s about 
working together and bringing 
people onboard.”

I am so pleased to be 
chosen. It’s the first 
time I’ve ever nominated 
myself. I’m so grateful to 
everyone who voted for 
me!
Ethan

I’ve got lots 
of ideas for 
what we can 
do to make 
our school 
even better!
Ella



Nursery and Reception local walk

We saw 
the river.
Nia

I found so 
many 
leaves in 
Greenwich 
Park. 
Kieanna

There were sailors a long time ago 
at the Naval College - we didn't see 
any! 
Yianna

I like the Power 
Station - it has high 
towers. 
Ivan

The O2 has a 
white roof.
Aster

It’s Canary Wharf - Papa takes me!
Axel



Year 1 London trip on the Thames Clipper

I like London. I saw 

the Gherkin!
Hafsah

I liked the Shard and the 

Gherkin because they are 

both so shiny. The Clipper 

was so speedy! I liked how 

fast it went.

Maria

I  liked seeing the London Eye and I liked Big Ben because it was fun when we heard it chiming the time. It was 11 o'clock!Maya

I liked Big Ben the 

best because of 

the loud ding dong!

Laura



Children in Need 2022
Dust off your Pudsey ears because it’s that time of year 
again!  On Friday 18th November, we are inviting everyone 
to come to school dressed in spots (or as Pudsey Bear 
himself!) to show our support for BBC Children in Need.  
During the day, children will take part in a fun class 
challenge organised by the School Council and will visit the 
bottom hall to choose a cake from the Bake Sale.

We are suggesting a donation of £2 to this event wherever 
possible (although you are, of course, welcome to donate 
more if you wish!).  The money that we raise will go directly 
to charities that make a difference to disadvantaged 
children and young people in communities across the UK.

If possible, an online payment of your donation is preferred 
and would be appreciated.  Please follow the following link to 
make a donation via ParentPay: 
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.asp
x?shopid=8434  (Please note that this is a special Meridian 
ParentPay page just for Children in Need donations - it is 
not linked to your usual ParentPay account.)  

We will also accept cash donations if necessary: please put 
your donation in an envelope and send it in with your child 
next Friday to give to their teacher.

Hopefully, with all your support, we will raise lots for a 
fantastic cause!

Children in Need Bake Sale

During the school day, children 
will be brought to the bottom 
hall by their teacher to choose 
their cake.

All donations of cakes, buns 
and biscuits - whether 
homemade or shop-bought - 
will be gratefully received.  
Please leave these in the 
bottom hall on Friday morning.  
If your child has a specific 
dietary requirement, we would 
be grateful if you could supply 
suitable cakes/biscuits that 
they can eat, clearly labelled 
with your child’s name.  (You 
can hand these directly to your 
child’s class teacher.)

If there are any cakes left at 
the end of the school day, 
parents are welcome to make a 
further donation to have a 
sweet treat themselves!  We 
will open the school gates from 
3pm, so please come along then 
to the bottom hall to see if 
there’s anything you fancy!

Here’s some 
inspiration from 
previous years!

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=8434
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=8434














FROMS Fundraising Events Diary Date

Arts for School Project
Children’s Christmas artwork is sent home with an order code and website address so that 
parents can order Christmas cards, wrapping paper, tote bags and mugs with their 
children’s art on. A percentage of all sales goes to FROMS.

•Artwork sent home on 10th November
•Order your products by 23rd 
November
•Products ordered sent home from 
12th December

Wine Tasting @ Theatre of Wine
Sample a range of amazing wines and stock up for Christmas. A percentage of ticket and 
wine sales goes to FROMS - SOLD OUT!

•25th November

PJ & Popcorn Parties
An after school event offered to all on a pay what you can/if you can basis, with a 
suggested donation of £3. Children can change into PJs, bring a cushion and blanket and 
get a bag of popcorn and drink of squash while watching a film. More details to follow 
after half term.

•Year 1 - Year 3: Thursday 17th 
November
•Nursery and Reception: Tuesday 22nd 
November
•Year 4 - Year 6: Thursday 24th 
November

Conran Estates corporate sponsorship of the Christmas Fair
FROMS invite parents and carers to have  Conran estate agency boards promoting the 
fair outside their homes to raise £25 per board for FROMS. Please let your class rep 
know if you are happy to have a board or send an email to fromsgroup@gmail.com 

•3-4 weeks from mid-November

Christmas Fair
FROMS organise all the non-Enterprise Week stalls including refreshments, craft and 
games stalls. We will need lots of volunteers to help make this event a success - please let 
your class rep know if you can help in any way.

•Friday 2nd December after school

Christmas Window Walk – Map & Sweet Bag Sales
On sale at the Christmas Fair or order via your class rep.

•3rd December – 1st January

Christmas Coin Challenge
Each class has a  bottle to collect coins. Copper adds to the total and silver subtracts. 
Bottles will be available every morning at drop off and  during the Christmas Performance 
refreshments. On the last day of term, every child gets 1 copper coin (1p) and 1 silver coin 
(5p) to put in a bottle of their choice. In exchange, children will receive a chocolate gold 
coin and/or a sticker. The class with the highest total wins a prize!

•12th December – 16th December

Christmas Performance Raffles KS1 & KS2
FROMS organise the raffle at the Christmas Performances. Monies raised from the 
raffle and programme sales go direct to school funds.
Any raffle prize donations welcome!

•KS1 14th December
•KS2 15th December

Santa rooftop landing & classroom Christmas presents •December - date TBC, subject to 
Santa availability!

FROMS ‘Christmas Party in a Box’ per class
FROMS class reps organise a party in the box for each class on the last day of term.

•16th December

mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com


Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:

● INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the remainder of the Autumn Term.

Week beginning 
14th November

Wednesday 16th November Year 4 Greenwich Lantern Parade - after school

Thursday 17th November Year 2 London sightseeing tour on the Thames Clipper

Thursday 17th November Year 1,  Year 2 and Year 3 FROMS PJ & Popcorn Party 
4:30-6:40pm

Friday 18th November Children in Need Pudsey Day

Week beginning 
21st November

Tuesday 22nd November Nursery Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 3 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Tuesday 22nd November Nursery and Reception FROMS PJ & Popcorn Party 
3:20-4;30pm

Wednesday 23rd November Reception Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 1 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Thursday 24th November Year 4 Curriculum Open Morning 9:05am
Year 5 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Thursday 24th November Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 FROMS PJ & Popcorn Party 
4:30-6:40pm

Friday 25th November Year 2 Curriculum Open Morning 9:05am
Year 6 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Week beginning 
28th November

All week Enterprise Week for children

Friday 2nd December Christmas Fair - after school

Week beginning 
5th December

Wednesday 7th December Christmas Dinner

Thursday 8th December Nursery and Reception trip to the Albany Theatre in the 
afternoon

Week beginning 
12th December

Wednesday 14th December  Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 Christmas 
Performance (Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 
1:45pm

Thursday 15th December Key Stage 2 Christmas Performance (Year 3, Year 4, 
Year 5, Year 6) 1:45pm

Friday 16th December Last day of term

Christmas Holidays: Monday 19th December 2022 - Monday 2nd January 2023

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates



