Whole School Newsletter
Friday 19th November 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
During Monday’s assembly, I retold this fairly well-known story to the children: A young girl was walking
along a beach upon which thousands of starfish had been washed up during a terrible storm. When she
came to each starfish, she would pick it up and throw it back into the sea. People watched her with
amusement. She had been doing this for some time when a man approached her and said, “Little girl, why
are you doing this? Look at this beach! You can’t save all these starfish. You can’t begin to make a
difference!” The girl bent down, picked up another starfish, and threw it into the sea. Then she looked
up at the man and replied, “Well, I made a difference for that one!”
Happily, Meridian children are very clear about the difference they can make to others.
Notwithstanding a conversation around the dos and don’ts of touching marine animals(!), they understood
that if someone needs help, it’s important to do something; doing something small can make a big
difference to someone else.
This week is Anti-Bullying Week. After many years of learning about this subject, children were able to
give a clear definition of bullying - hurtful actions which are purposeful and persistent. Indeed, the
Anti-Bullying Alliance defines bullying as “the repetitive, intentional hurting of one person or group by
another person or group, where the relationship involves an imbalance of power. It can happen face to
face or online.” We added the word powerful to our repertoire this year, and a Y5 child gave a very
intelligent and perceptive definition of this in assembly: ‘using your power (e.g. age, popularity, knowledge
about someone, size) to make someone else feel small.’
Bullying at Meridian is rare and is not tolerated. We work hard to create a culture where children and
staff care for one another and feel confident in taking action to prevent and manage bullying. Should it
occasionally occur, we take it very seriously and act swiftly. If parents/carers ever have any concerns
of this nature, they should raise it with the class teacher in the first instance. In response to this
year's national Anti-Bullying Week theme, One Kind Word, children across the school deepened their
knowledge of this topic and explored a range of ways in which they could make a difference - do read
about their learning below.
Onto other curriculum matters: what a
difference the lifting of Covid restrictions is
making to singing at Meridian! I felt as
though I was being physically pulled into
Year 2 today, drawn in as I was by the
beautiful singing wafting through the hall.
All the children were completely engaged in
their rendition of a new song and their joy
was palpable - a goosebump-raising moment.
I was also moved by the photos taken of Y5
children visiting Sir John Soane’s Museum
this week - awe and wonder sums it up. I’m
so pleased to see examples of our curriculum
in action, engaging children’s curiosity and

fuelling their imaginations. We look forward to seeing you at our Curriculum Open Mornings next week
when children are looking forward to sharing some of their Time Detectives learning outcomes with you.

Children were making a difference to disadvantaged children and young people in communities right
across the UK today in their fundraising efforts for Children in Need. Our School Council did a great
job of organising this with Jane. They held a quiz with volunteer teachers (questions ranged from What
is my favourite colour? to What year was the Louisiana Purchase?!) which all children had the opportunity
to watch and take part in. In addition, much fun was had playing games tournaments in class - think
Tiddly Winks and Hide and Seek. The children in each class voted for their favourite game and the
School Council reps counted the ballots. Thanks to FROMS, children and staff munched their way
through lots of cakes. Thank you and well done to all of those children and parents/carers who dressed
up, baked cakes and donated money. A great day was had by all. For the next few days, you can still
donate to Children in Need via your ParentPay account.
As I left school on Wednesday, a giant snowman was lighting up the bottom hall
window! It was a lantern returned from the Greenwich Lantern Parade. This is a
long-standing event, and we were delighted to see it return - it always succeeds
in strengthening our community spirit. Thank you to Arty Party who worked with
Y4 to create the lanterns and to parent/carers, Jeff and
Giles who came along on the night.
Finally, thank you to our Governing Body who continue to
do such an important job and make a difference to our
school. Thank you to those parents/carers who nominated
themselves for our recent election and to everyone who
voted - it was a strong turnout. Congratulations to Thomasina Tobin (Y4 mum)
who has been re-elected. She joins the rest of our Governing Body, made up of
parent, co-opted and LA Governors: Maggie Shields (Chair), Matthew Filbee
(Vice-Chair), Manpreet Grewal, Mary Dixon, Nadia Dickson, Shaher Bukhari,
Zelee Hill, Philippa Peto and Dave Borland.
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham, Headteacher

On the theme of One Kind Word, what have our children been learning about during Anti-Bullying Week?
Foundation Stage children have been reflecting on acts of kindness in the stories
they have read together in class. After sharing the book This Is Our House by
Michael Rosen, Nursery identified which characters in the story had been kind and
what they had done to show kindness. Reception enjoyed reading The Smartest
Giant in Town by Julia Donaldson and were able to identify all of the acts of
kindness carried out by George and how they made his friends feel. Both classes
then shared lots of brilliant ideas for kind things that they can do for others at school and at home. Best of
all, staff were very pleased to observe these being put into action in both classrooms throughout the week!

Year 1 discussed the importance
of ‘One Kind Word’ and reflected
on how this can make a huge
difference to others. They came
up with lots of wonderful ideas
for how they can make someone
else feel happy and brighten their
day. Children drew an illustration
of one of the different scenarios
that had been discussed, and
these are now displayed on the
wall in the classroom as a
reminder of the difference a kind
word or act can make!

Year 2 spent some time
discussing what bullying is
and what the different types
of bullying are. Once they
had created their own
posters promoting
anti-bullying, they discussed
how kind acts can help
prevent bullying from ever
happening and ensure everyone feels safe and happy.
Children were able to think of lots of acts of kindness
they could do, such as writing a note to a friend,
saying something friendly or helping others in need
when you see they are struggling.

After discussing different
types of bullying and what
these might look like, Year 3
came up with plenty of ideas
for how they could use kind
words and actions to help
everyone feel part of our
school family. After reflecting
on how we are all special in our
own different ways, children
then wrote a message to
someone in the class to
celebrate their unique qualities.

Year 4 began by discussing what we mean by the words
persistent, purposeful and powerful. They looked at
imaginary scenarios of bullying and discussed what they
would do to help the person on the receiving end of
unkindness. There were some very mature and reflective
responses!

Children then considered kind
words that could be said and
selected the
best situations
to use them in
before each
deciding on
some kind
words that
they
themselves would seek to use over
the next week!

After discussing what bullying is and looking at what it
can look like in different situations, Year 5 thought
about what they could say in each of the given
scenarios to support the person who was upset. This
activity and the children’s own personal experiences
highlighted the importance of kind words and how
showing kindness can help support the emotional
well-being of others.

Year 6 began their learning with an in-depth
discussion about bullying, the different types of
bullying and the impact these experiences can have on
people. Most of the children were in agreement that
although physical bullying is the most obvious, verbal,
indirect and cyber-bullying are the ones they need to
look out for as they could be happening without them
realising.

As part of this
week’s focus ‘One
Kind Word’,
children also
explored a famous
phrase coined by
Michelle Obama “When they go
low, we go high.”
This inspired them to write their own motivational
quotes and ‘One Kind Word’ collages to remind them
to be kind every day.

Year 5’s trip to Sir John Soane’s Museum

New Year 3 Brownies!
Congratulations to Mimi, Paris, Daisy, Ada, Sephy and Daisy-Leigh who all
made their Brownie promise this week. They were very proud to share
their promise badges with their classmates and talk about the ceremony
that they took part in. The girls are now very excited about getting to
work to earn some interest badges for their new sashes!

Primary School Applications
If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018, they will start school in September
2022. You need to apply for a primary school place via the Royal Borough of Greenwich. The deadline for
applications is 15th January 2022.
As part of the application process for the Reception Class intake for September 2022, we are hosting a
number of tours for prospective parents. This is a chance to see the school in action, meet our Headteacher,
Jo, and ask any questions you might have about the admissions process.
The remaining tours start at 9.30am and will take place on the following dates:
Tuesday 30th November - 1 place left
Wednesday 1st December - 1 place left
Wednesday 8th December

Thursday 6th January 2022
Tuesday 11th January 2022

Please note that numbers will be limited on each tour. Please contact the office if you would like to book a
place on one of these tours.
More details about applying for a primary school place can be found here:
Primary school admission guide | Apply for a primary school place

Help with applications
If parents and carers require any help or advice in relation to their applications, please talk to Jo.
Alternatively, you can attend an online session with the Royal Borough of Greenwich:
●

RBG Primary Admissions online session: Monday 10 January - Friday 14 January 2021 10am - 12pm

To book a 30 minute online slot, please contact the Families Information Service helpline on 020 8921 6921 or
email fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk. You will be sent joining details once booked on. (If you are unable to attend,
it is really important to cancel your booking as this will enable them to offer it to another family.)
For further details, contact the Families Information Service.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
The school allocates five training days (INSETs) and children do not attend school on these days:
Training days for 2021-2022 are:
INSET 1 - Wednesday 1st September 2021
INSET 2 - Thursday 2nd September 2021
INSET 3 - Friday 3rd September 2021
INSET 4 - Tuesday 4th January 2022
INSET 5 - to be confirmed
Key events:
Curriculum Open Mornings
Tuesday 23rd 9:30am - Year 4 and Nursery
Wednesday 24th 9:30am - Year 3 and Year 2
Thursday 25th 9:30am - Year 5 and Reception
Friday 26th 9:30am - Year 6 and Year 1
Wednesday 24th November - Y4 visit to Woolwich Works
Thursday 2nd December -Y1 & Y2 visit The Museum of London
Friday 3rd November - Y4 visit to Woolwich Works
Thursday 16th December - last day of Autumn Term 2
Friday 17th December - Monday 3rd January 2022- Christmas Holidays
Tuesday 4th January 2022 - INSET Day 4
Wednesday 5th January - first day of Spring Term 1

Payments
Please continue to log into your Parent Pay accounts to pay any money
owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club etc. Thank you.
The cost of school dinners for Autumn Term 2 (up to 16/12/21) is £93.50. Thank you for the payments
received this week for dinners. Please can all remaining parents/carers make their payment as soon as
possible. If you want to check your child’s dinner account balance, please contact Sharon or Gemma in the
office.
If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will
need to supply a packed lunch from home instead. If you are having trouble making these payments,
please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.
Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no charge
for dinners.
Thank you for your continued support.

FROMS Update: A fantastic £446.50 was raised by the Halloween Window Walk thank you to everyone who helped out and supported this regular, seasonal FROMS
event.

