
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 13th January 2023

Dear Parents/Carers,

Much of our learning this term will be inspired by a history focus on 
kings and queens.  Going to school in the Royal Borough of Greenwich 
and knowing that two significant English monarchs were born close by, 
children will be able to use local resources to support their learning: 

● Aswell as looking at kings and queens in stories, the Foundation 
Stage will explore our current monarch, King Charles III, asking 
and answering the question ‘What does it mean to be royal?’ and 
finding out how things can change in somebody’s lifetime.  They 
will be visiting the Old Royal Naval College.

● Year 1 and 2 children will build on their earlier learning, tracing 
monarchs back in time and focussing on the life of Queen 
Elizabeth I.  They will be visiting The Golden Hinde and 
exploring elements of the Golden Age of Exploration that took 
place during her reign.

● Year 3 and 4 will be trace monarchs even further back in time, 
focussing on the struggles of early monarchs Alfred the Great 
and the first King of England, Athelstan, against the Vikings.

● Year 5 and 6 will learn about a monarch with major local 
significance - Henry VIII.  Children will make connections to 
periods of time that preceded and followed the life of this 
monarch, and his eventful reign will allow children to conduct an 
in-depth local history study.

Class newsletters have now been sent home and curriculum overviews, 
containing more details of children’s planned learning, will follow next 
week.

In other news, congratulations to the Red team who celebrated today 
earning the most silver tokens for the Autumn Term!

Best wishes,
Jo 
Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher

Well done, 
Red team!



Foundation Stage children have begun their topic by thinking about 
what it must be like to be a king or a queen.  They’ve explored ideas 
about where royal people live, what they wear and why they might 
sit on thrones.  This week, Nursery children have been reading ‘The 
Green Queen’ by Nick Sharratt, which they thoroughly enjoyed 
acting out in their drama square.  This story, about a colourful 
monarch, also inspired them to sort objects around their classroom 
by colour!  Having discussed what they think it means to be royal, 
Reception have been putting their brilliant writing skills into 
practice to record their ideas. 

Through our whole school History theme ‘Kings and Queens’, what 
have our children been learning about this week?

Historians in Year 1 and Year 2 have had 
a fantastic first full week beginning to 
explore the subject of their new topic: 
Queen Elizabeth I.  They started off by 
finding out when Queen Elizabeth I 
reigned and where this era sits within 
other periods of history they have 
already learnt about, before going on to 
discuss the role of a monarch and the 
different responsibilities Queen 
Elizabeth I had.  Children then thought 
about the rules and laws they would 
create if they were a monarch 
themselves!  Year 2 sketched and wrote 
these out in their books while Year 1 
practised their speaking and listening 
skills by presenting their learning in 
groups to the class.

Our Queen died and 
we gave her flowers.
Josephine 

The Queen 
wears a crown.
Ezra

The Queen was old.
Aurora

Royal people 
wear crowns 
with jewels 
and 
diamonds. 
Ivan

Queens and 
kings live in 
castles. 
HamudyKings and 

queens wear 
beautiful 
crowns and 
have beautiful 
dresses. 
Yianna

Gautam

Dottie

Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Kings and Queens 
decided the laws. 
Amari

People wrote letters to 
the king and queen and 
they needed to help them 
with their problems. 
Penelope

Kings and Queens wrote 
down rules and laws on a 
scroll using ink. 
Fola

Queen Elizabeth I always 
wanted to look beautiful 
and powerful in her 
paintings, like she wanted 
to rule the world!
Erica

Zayden



Year 3 and Year 4 began the new year by recapping all the history they have learnt 
at Meridian so far!  In groups, they created a timeline of all the topics they have 
learnt about, from oldest to most recent, and considered where their current topic, 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, fits in.  Using their curious learning muscle, children then 
came up with questions about the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings that they would like to 
find out before the end of the Spring Term.  They are very much looking forward to 
learning about how England was ruled during the Anglo-Saxon times and finding out 
about the struggles of Alfred the Great and the first king of England, Athelstan, 
against the Vikings!

Having already learned about many monarchs during their time at Meridian, 
children in Year 5 and Year 6 have begun to explore the life of a Tudor 
monarch with great significance to the local area - King Henry VIII!  They 
started by connecting the Tudor period to other eras they have learned 
about and created their own timelines.  This week, our upper KS2 
historians have been examining the causes and effects of great events, 
learning about the Battle of Bosworth and why it marked the beginning of 
the Tudor period.

Year 3

Year 4

I am really interested in 
finding out how the 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings got 
their food and what they ate 
and comparing it to the tribes 
of the Amazon that we learnt 
about.
Elsie S

I want to know how the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons 
protected themselves from attack!
Felix

I am looking forward to finding out how the 
Anglo-Saxon kings spent their days - I know 
nothing about what they did with all their time!
Logan

Did you know that King 
Ethelred had to pay each 
Viking 22,000 gold coins 
just so they wouldn’t 
invade Britain?
Ben

I already know that the 
Vikings came over to England 
from Denmark, Sweden and 
Norway during 450 AD.
Paris

An interesting fact 
about the Vikings is 
that it is a myth that 
they all wore horns on 
their heads!
Evelina

One of the most famous 
monarchs in history is King 
Henry VIII. He is mostly 
remembered for his wives and 
bad temper but his legacy was 
much more, including important 
changes across Europe and 
England.
Sam

Henry was desperate for a son 
which is why he had many wives.
Alice

Year 5

The Battle of Bosworth was a 
significant event because it led 
to a change in the line of 
monarchs - the Tudors. The 
history of the country might 
have been different without 
this change.
Walid

Sara

Henry Tudor thought he had a 
claim to the throne because he was 
related to the royal family but it 
was only through marriage.
Jemima

Wilf



Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the rest of this half term.

Week beginning
16th January

Tuesday 17th January Year 5 RE trip to Westminster Abbey

Friday 20th January Rocking Horse Room class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
23rd January

Monday 23rd January KS2 Choir Young Voices Concert at the O2

Tuesday 24th January Year 1 trip to Mudchute Farm

Tuesday 24th January Year 6 RE trip to Westminster Abbey

Thursday 26th January KS2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6) parent/carer 
reading session 8:50 - 9:20am

Friday 27th January Reception class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
30th January

All week Year 6 Levels 1 & 2 Cycle Training - more information to 
follow soon

Thursday 2nd February Reception visit to the Old Royal Naval College - Tactile 
Tales

Friday 3rd February Nursery class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
6th February

Wednesday 8th February Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

Thursday 9th February Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm

Friday 10th February INSET Day 4 (staff training) - school closed to children

Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts 
on ParentPay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week.  The charge for 
Spring Term 1 is £74.25.  Payment should be made via ParentPay (our preferred payment option) or with cash 
or cheque via the school office - please send any cash or cheques into school in a sealed envelope with your 
child.  A reminder that ParentPay does not currently show a balance on dinner accounts.  If you want to check 
your child’s dinner account balance, please phone or email the school office. 

If your dinner account is in arrears, you will receive a text confirming the amount outstanding.  In these times 
of increased pressure on school funds, the school cannot carry debts.  If dinner balances are not paid in full or 
a regular repayment plan is not put in place, then dinners may be withdrawn.  If you are having trouble making 
these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or Kellie as soon as possible.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no charge 
for dinners.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates

