
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 2nd December 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

Take a spoonful of creativity, a dash of competitive spirit and a 
sprinkling of generosity and you have the magic of Christmas at 
Meridian!  Our school community has really come together this week.  

Thank you to Angela for organising our Christmas tree, kindly donated 
by Greenwich Christmas Trees, and to Donna and Play Club for 
decorating it.  It certainly looks beautiful and has captivated the 
Reception children.

Jane and I were impressed by a personal note from Year 3 which we 
received this week - it was very persuasive!  Indeed, children across 
the school did a marvellous job during Enterprise Week, designing, 
making, advertising and selling their wares with great enthusiasm at the 
Christmas Fair.  We look forward to announcing the winning class as 
soon as possible.  Thank you to all those parents/carers who helped with 
our Christmas Fair and to everyone who came along and supported this 
community event - see photos below.

And last but not least, thank you to John and Ian from Arty Party who 
worked with children in the Arts Studio this week, spreading their 
artistic magic.  All children from Nursery through to Year 6 had the 
opportunity to contribute to our new murals.  We now have a beautiful 
extension to our London landscape - near where the children park their 
bikes and scooters - and a magical forest in the Early Years garden - 
stunning! 

Best wishes,  Jo                 Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher

https://greenwichchristmastrees.co.uk/


Nursery have been flexing their Meridian Learning 
Muscles this week, showing excellent focus and 
persistence when learning how to measure, twist and tie 
strips of fabric to create their fabulous festive wreaths.  
In preparation for the Christmas Fair, they set up their 
own shop and role-played how to buy and sell their 
favourite foods and toys.  Children enjoyed exchanging 
their toy money for treats - pretend chocolate was a 
particular favourite!

What have our children been learning about during Enterprise Week? 
This week, our Meridian entrepreneurs have been designing, producing and marketing their products for sale 

at this afternoon’s Christmas Fair.  Here’s a sneak peek into what has been going on behind the scenes... 

I buy 
chocolates 
in our shop!
Sofia

I cut the ribbons 
longer than my 
hand and then 
pulled really 
tight.
Josephine

I’m going to 
bring money 
to buy the 
wreaths!
Ewan



Reception have been hard at work all week creating their 
product - a fun painting activity for families to enjoy over 
the Christmas holidays!  After carefully rolling clay to the 
required thickness, they cut their favourite shapes then 
threaded them with ribbon for packing.  The pop up shop 
that appeared in the role play area gave children the 
opportunity to practise buying and selling different items - 
keen mathematicians were able to add up coins to see if 
they had enough money to buy what they wanted and even 
began to count out change! 

I sold all sorts of 
things and Annabelle 
bought lots of things 
with her money. 
Dottie

I need five coins if they’re 
one pounds to have the 
same as the paper one.
Kienna 

If you buy one packet, it 
would be four pounds. If 
I give five pounds, I'll 
get one back.
Yianna



Year 1 have embodied our whole school value of creativity this week!  Having thought of so many brilliant 
ideas of what they could make and sell at the Christmas Fair, the class settled on Christmas decorations and 
badges made out of clay, which they have been hard at work planning, designing and making.  Children have 
shown themselves to be very reflective throughout the design process, evaluating and critiquing what they 
had made in order to make improvements.  As a result, their decorations look both festive and fantastic!  
The class considered lots of different brand names before plumping for ‘Year 1’s Jolly Claymas’ (pardon the 
pun!).  In their Maths lessons, children have been learning all about money: they’ve been handling notes and 
coins; using numicon, ten frames and base 10 to represent the different values of coins; ordering coins; 
adding amounts of money; and working out the profit made and change needed when selling their products!

We’ve made so many decorations- we’re 
like a factory but a handmade factory!
Prudence

We had lots of money, lots of coins - 1s, 2s, 5s and 
10s - and we were learning to add them up. Adding 5s 
is harder than adding the ones!
Novalee

First we looked at existing products. We said what 
we liked and didn't like. I liked the snowman’s nose 
on the brooch so I used that in my design.
Emi



Year 2 have had a jam-packed Enterprise Week!  After coming up with 
their company name - ‘Wild Gifts’ - and logo, they have been hard at 
work designing and making their sustainable and eco-friendly gift-tags, 
made from recyclable card and wildflower seed paper which can be 
planted after use.  Children have been applying their money skills in 
Maths by handling real coins and counting up amounts.  In deciding how 
much to sell their tags for, they thought carefully about the costs 
involved in making each tag and how this would impact their profit.  The 
whole class are incredibly proud of their finished product!

I absolutely 
loved doing 
the coin 
rubbing this 
week!
Blaise

I enjoyed cutting up shapes this week to fit onto 
our tags. I loved sketching and painting simple 
designs like robins too. 
Fola

We have learnt lots about money this week - I have 
learnt to make the same amounts from different coins 
- for example, 50p can also be made using 5 10p’s! 
Naomi



Year 3 have loved Enterprise Week!  They started by mind 
mapping ideas for a product that involved clay and came up 
with a coaster - the perfect solution to those frustrating 
stains left on your table!  In Maths, children worked 
together to come up with a reasonable price and developed 
their calculator skills to work out what their profit margin 
would be for each potential pricing option.  They also 
practised multiplying and dividing by 4 when grouping the 
coasters to sell as sets.  When making their product, 
children first weighed the clay using scales to ensure each 
coaster was of a uniform size.  After rolling, cutting and 
leaving the coasters to dry, it was time to get flicking with 
paint! 

If I could add one thing to our 
product, I would add some 
letters so that you could give a 
coaster to a person whose 
name begins with that letter!
Aiana

My favourite part of the process of 
making the coasters was the glossing 
after they had been flicked because it 
made them much more shiny.
Sajad

Flicking the paint was actually quite 
tricky because it was difficult to aim 
and get the paintbrush to work. It 
was challenging but I loved it!
Felix



Year 4 have been hard at work this week designing and 
creating handmade drawstring pouches.  They had the 
choice to make their product from new, store-bought 
fabrics or to recycle the material already available; as a 
class, they decided to make the conscious, eco-friendly 
choice to use the material they already had.  As a result, 
most of the fabric has been thrifted from scraps of 
material and upcycled to create a fabulous new 
accessory!  Children have shown brilliant persistence 
when sewing, challenging themselves to work as neatly as 
possible while developing their fine motor skills.  After 
working out how much it would cost to make each product 
and estimating the number of pouches they would be able 
to make by the end of the week, they calculated 
potential profit margins in order to decide how much 
they would sell each item for.  Children have also shown 
mathematical accuracy when carefully measuring the 
seam allowances needed in their designs!

I have had fun in Maths because 
we have been using calculators to 
work out harder questions using 
decimals!
Ben

We learnt about 
correspondence this 
week, which basically 
means that I can now 
work how many 
possibilities I have. For 
example, if I had 9 
different fabrics and 6 
different colour 
threads, I would have 
54 different bags 
because 9 x 6 = 54.
Reuben

If there was one thing I would do 
differently next time it would be to 
add pockets to the bags.
Juliet

I have found sewing 
really fun this week. I 
am proud of myself for 
learning a new stitch - 
the back stitch!
Sephy

I enjoyed sewing the drawstring bags this week, not only 
because it is fun and makes a great bag, but I think it is 
also very relaxing!
Ada



Year 5 have been designing and creating eco-friendly notebooks, using paper from 100% recycled materials.  
As keen conservationists, they wanted to show love to the world, so they chose this low-carbon, 
energy-efficient option to do just that!  Children were excited to put into practice and develop the sewing 
skills they learned previously in Year 3 by hand-sewing each notebook.  In their Maths lessons, the class have 
been developing their understanding of measurement; they understood that accurate measurements were 
critical to ensuring that each eco-friendly notebook had the same high quality finish!

We chose eco-friendly paper and 
card because it means living in a 
way that is not harmful to the 
environment. This way of life is 
becoming increasingly important 
as we need to protect our planet 
from global warming.
Maison

I really enjoyed painting the 
repeated patterns on our 
eco-friendly notebooks. I think 
our patterns represent who we 
are, what we think our target 
audience would like and they are 
elegant.
Alice

I am really glad we had a Maths 
lesson on measurement before 
we created our notebooks as it 
was really important to be 
accurate so that the notebooks 
wouldn’t fall apart!
Arjun

I really enjoyed 
sewing our 
eco-friendly 
notebooks: our 
finished product 
gives us 
something to be 
proud of as our 
creations are 
unique, handmade 
and make us 
stand out from 
the rest.
Aliya



After their successful pitches to Conran Estates last 
Thursday, Year 6 were more than ready to launch themselves 
into Enterprise Week!  They have been designing and making a 
range of zip pouches and bags using luxury fabrics.  Children 
have developed their skills with the ‘whip stitch’ to create 
their own appliqué designs for their products.  Maths lessons 
have seen the class using plenty of reasoning skills when 
settling on a price point for their products after calculating 
costs and profit margins.  They have worked especially hard 
to develop their understanding of percentages when thinking 
about any special offers that their business might provide!

We have tried to increase 
our profit margin by 
spending as little money 
as possible and using 
classy fabrics that were 
donated to us.
Abigail

It was useful to learn about 
percentages in Maths. It 
helped me think carefully 
about the special offers we 
might provide!
Urte

I found it 
very calming 
to sew our 
different 
designs. 
Our fabrics 
are very 
luxurious 
and so some 
are quite 
thick and 
difficult to 
sew with 
but I 
persisted.
Jack

Leia

Luke



We’ve got lots 
of lovely 
designs to 
choose from. 
What do you 
like best - a 
robin? A 
snowman? 
Father 
Christmas?
Blaise, Y2

Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Enterprise Week stalls at the Christmas Fair



Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Thank you to 
everyone who came 
along to the fair 
and supported our 
children’s 
enterprise!  The 
winners of 
Enterprise Week 
(the class that 
made the most 
profit) will be 
announced in next 
Friday’s assembly!

Jane, I really think you should 
buy some more coasters - you 
and Jo have got loads of mugs 
in your office!
Betsy, Y3

I can’t believe the pouch I 
made sold so quickly - someone 
must have really liked it!!
Ben, Y4

This brooch looks nice 
with your jumper.
Wangari, Y1

Look at how much money 
we’ve made for our 
school!
Leonardo, Y3

Are you sure you 
don’t need 
another 
notebook? What 
about for your 
family as a 
Christmas 
present?
Carla, Y5



Meridian 
Christmas Fair 

2022



Year 2 visit to Christ Church
Along with Year 2 classes from other local primary schools, Year 2 were invited to Christ Church on Monday to 
watch an interactive performance entitled ‘Christmas Journey’ followed by a tour of the church.  This linked 
perfectly to their RE work this half term about Christianity, where they have been learning about Jesus’ birth 
and the Christmas story.  Year 2 were fantastic ambassadors for Meridian: grown-ups commented on how 
engaged the children were and complimented them on their excellent behaviour.  Well done, Year 2!

Please see the table 
alongside, emailed out on 
Monday, for the finish 
date for each after 
school club this term.

Information about which 
clubs will be running after 
Christmas will be sent out 
shortly, and you must sign 
up again if you would like 
your child to attend next 
term.  Children who were 
unable to get their choice 
of club and were placed 
on the waiting list will be 
prioritised.

Please note that Play Club 
will run until the last day 
of term (Friday 16th 
December).

After School Clubs



Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
● INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the remainder of the Autumn Term and dates for DSP and Foundation Stage class 
assemblies in the new year.

Week beginning 
5th December

Monday 5th December KS2 Choir Christmas Carol Concert at the Old Royal 
Naval College Chapel 1-2:05pm
Tickets for parents/carers were sent home today or 
yesterday.

Wednesday 7th December Christmas Dinner

Thursday 8th December Nursery and Reception trip to the Albany Theatre in the 
afternoon

Week beginning 
12th December

Wednesday 14th December  Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 Christmas 
Performance (Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 
1:45pm

Thursday 15th December Key Stage 2 Christmas Performance (Year 3, Year 4, 
Year 5, Year 6) 1:45pm

Friday 16th December Last day of term

Christmas Holidays: Monday 19th December 2022 - Monday 2nd January 2023

Week beginning
3rd January 
2023

Tuesday 3rd January INSET Day 3 (staff training) - school closed to children

Wednesday 4th January Children return to school

Week beginning
9th January

Friday 13th January Discovery Group class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
16th January

Friday 20th January Rocking Horse Room class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
23rd January

Monday 23rd January KS2 Choir Young Voices Concert at the O2

Friday 27th January Reception class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
30th January

Friday 3rd February Nursery class assembly 9:30-10:00am

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates


FROMS Fundraising Events Diary Date

Christmas Window Walk – Map & Sweet Bag Sales
On sale at the Christmas Fair or order via your class rep.

•3rd December – 1st January

Christmas Coin Challenge
Each class has a  bottle to collect coins. Copper adds to the total and silver subtracts. 
Bottles will be available every morning at drop off and  during the Christmas Performance 
refreshments. On the last day of term, every child gets 1 copper coin (1p) and 1 silver coin 
(5p) to put in a bottle of their choice. In exchange, children will receive a chocolate gold 
coin and/or a sticker. The class with the highest total wins a prize!

•12th December – 16th December

Christmas Performance Raffles KS1 & KS2
FROMS organise the raffle at the Christmas Performances. Monies raised from the raffle 
and programme sales go direct to school funds.
Any raffle prize donations welcome!

•KS1 14th December
•KS2 15th December

Santa rooftop landing & classroom Christmas presents •7th December

FROMS ‘Christmas Party in a Box’ per class
FROMS class reps organise a party in the box for each class on the last day of term.

•16th December

Remaining Autumn & Winter Events



Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts 
on ParentPay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week.  The charge 
for Autumn Term 2 is £96.25.  Payment should be made via ParentPay (our preferred payment option) 
or with cash or cheque via the school office - please send any cash or cheques into school in a sealed 
envelope with your child.  A reminder that ParentPay does not currently show a balance on dinner 
accounts.  If you want to check your child’s dinner account balance, please phone or email the school 
office. 

If your dinner account is in arrears, you will receive a text confirming the amount outstanding.  In 
these times of increased pressure on school funds, the school cannot carry debts.  If dinner balances 
are not paid in full or a regular repayment plan is not put in place, then dinners may be withdrawn.  If 
you are having trouble making these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or Kellie as soon as possible.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no 
charge for dinners.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Play Club

While we are delighted that Play Club is so popular, we would like to advise parents/carers that we are 
nearing capacity for the number of children who can attend on certain days.  Therefore, we cannot 
guarantee last minute places and children with regular long-term bookings will be prioritised.  If you 
would like your child to attend Breakfast Club or Play Club, please call the school office or email 
Rhianna at sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk with the details. 

Please note that there is a 2 week notice period if you wish to cancel a regular booking.

                         A reminder that all children who attend Play Club need to bring a small, 
                         healthy snack into school.  The same school rules apply - children are not 
                         allowed to bring in fizzy drinks, glass or metal cans, sweets,
                         chewing gum, nuts or any product containing nuts.

mailto:sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk

