
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 24th February 2023

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have a focus on Computing in our newsletter this week.  Do have a look at children’s learning in this 
area of the curriculum below.  Thank you to everyone who came to Jeff’s e-safety workshops this week.  
If you have any questions about the curriculum or how to support online safety at home, please ask Jeff.

In this ever-increasing technological world in which we live, books and the theatre also have an important 
place.  This week, Year 5 and Year 6 visited Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre.  As well as a tour, they had the 
opportunity to go on the stage and take part in a Macbeth workshop!  Whilst nearby, they also took the 
opportunity to visit Paul’s Walk, a key location in their current English text - Anthony Horowitz’ ‘The Devil 
and His Boy’ which is set in Tudor times.  Meanwhile, Year 1 and 2 immersed themselves in the world of 
exploration aboard the Golden Hinde in Central London.

And last but by no means least, we were delighted to welcome deaf visitors 
from St John’s and St Clement’s Primary School in Southwark to Meridian this 
week - please read all about this below.  How proud I am that we have such a 
pro-active Lead Teacher of the Deaf in school to initiate such great 
opportunities for our children, and that we have such a welcoming team of 
children and staff.

Have a lovely weekend.

Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher

On the subject of theatre, congratulations to Ethan in Year 6 who has been 
successful in his application to join the Sylvia Young Theatre School.  He 
completed two rounds of auditions and was the only student in his audition to 
choose a Shakespeare piece for this.  It clearly paid off - well done, Ethan!

Further to my letter yesterday, I can confirm that, due to planned strike 
action by the NEU next week, Meridian World Book Day will take place on 
Friday 3rd March.  As usual, children are welcome to come to school on this 
day dressed up as a book character.  Should the government take some action 
to avert next week’s strike, I will of course let you know.  Regardless, there 
will no change to Friday’s World Book Day.  A paper copy of the sponsorship 
form for children wishing to take part in the FROMS sponsored reading 
challenge will be coming home at the beginning of next week.



How have our Foundation Stage children been using technology to 
support their learning across the curriculum this week? 

Nursery children have been learning how to 
use an iPad to take photographs.  

Investigating in the garden for signs of 
spring, they took pictures of the buds and 

shoots they found. 

Reception children have been busy 
taking pictures of their work, 

playing interactive Maths games, 
practising their phonics sounds, 

listening to recordings of stories 
and using a camera to explore and 

enlarge small world landscapes! I saw buds. I pressed the 
white button!
Joshua

I like 
flowers - I 
took 
pictures.
Frannie

I took pictures of 
buds on trees. 
Felix

You hold it 
still and 
press the 
little white 
button.
Lily 

You count 
in twos to 
put the 
plates on 
the 
dinosaur!
Rayid

I heard the bears - they go roar!
Matilda 

The 
camera 
makes it 
bigger!
Iker



Year 1 have started to 
create simple algorithms by 
ordering instructions to 
make a Pro-Bot move from 
one place to another.  They 
began by giving instructions 
to each other to move 
around the hall using the 
directions left turn, right 
turn, forwards and 
backwards.  Then, they 
learnt how to press the 
buttons on the Pro-Bot to 
make it move in the same 
ways.  Children made 
imaginary farms for their 
Pro-Bots to move around to 
visit different animals in 
turn, and predicted which 
animal the Pro-Bot would 
arrive at based on the 
instructions given! 

What have our KS1 and KS2 children been learning about in Computing?

We gave our sprite 
different instructions, 
such as forward, 
backward, left and right!
Blaise

There are 4 direction buttons - 
backwards, forwards left and right. 
You press the ones that you want, then 
press go. 
Novalee

Sometimes 
it’s really 
hard to 
spot your 
mistakes 
you’ve 
made. You 
need to 
check each 
instruction 
carefully 
on both 
the 
sprites.
Betsy 

This term, Year 3 have 
been creating simple 
animations by creating 
algorithms, using repeat 
commands to make them 
more efficient.  Children 
built on their learning from 
Year 2 to animate 
movements of the sprites 
but had to think about how 
to command the sprite to 
wait before moving, how far 
it will move and what it will 
say!

The Pro-Bot remembers everything 
that you tell it to do. You need to clear 
the memory for it to forget the 
instructions.
Margot

 Year 2 are becoming increasingly confident users of 
information technology: they are now able to log into their 
Chromebook independently and navigate its features, all the 
while reminding themselves about the importance of 
e-safety.  This term, the class are enjoying learning all about 
coding.  Using J2Code, they have created simple algorithms 
to move a sprite on the screen.  Children practised keeping 
the instructions clear so that the sprite did exactly what 
they wanted it to do!

An algorithm 
is a set of 
instructions 
which you 
input into a 
computer. 
Alp

I love practising how to use a laptop - I 
loved the ‘Big Bad Wolf’ background on 
J2Code!
Nicola

It was important to make the 
sprites wait before replying 
because otherwise they both 
spoke at the same time!
Jude



Year 5 have been enjoying using Scratch to decompose a problem into 
smaller parts in order to design an algorithm for a specific outcome - 
how to navigate a maze!  Whilst working in pairs, they used ‘if’ and 
‘then’ commands so that the sprite on the screen responded to the 
input of the user to move around the maze.  Facing a tricky challenge, 
the class have a few more lessons to go before they will achieve their 
finished product!  By the end of the topic, children will have developed 
their skills in editing and debugging existing codes, as well as refining 
algorithms using repeat commands. 

Year 6 have been building on their coding skills to operate physical 
Lego models.  They have been using sensors as inputs so that their 
code is executed by a sensor.  Some children created an alarm system, 
with a sound being triggered by movement.  Some children created 
moving vehicles that automatically stopped if they sensed an object in 
front of them.  All children tested the code for their models as they 
went along so that the debugging process was more manageable!

This term, Year 4 have been 
expanding on their knowledge of 
coding and algorithms when creating 
their animations.  They have built on 
their prior understanding of how to 
move a sprite and to give it speech, 
extending this by now also using ‘if’ 
and ‘if else’ buttons.  In order to test 
their own algorithms, children can run 
their programme to identify any 
errors or bugs that may have 
occurred, which they are then able to 
correct.

Once we had tested our code and saw 
that the car would stop when the sensor 
detected an object, we added to the 
code so that the car would move 
backwards slightly as an extra safety 
precaution.
Urte 

When the sensor on our alarm detected 
movement, the code was executed so 
that a sound was played. We added to 
the code so that the alarm would also 
have flashing lights to make it more 
deaf-friendly! 
Vanesa

When I have 
finished writing 
my code, I can 
use the play 
button to see if 
it works.
Eisa

‘If else’ 
buttons 
mean I can 
give lots of 
different 
instructions 
to my 
sprite. 
Paris

I really enjoy writing my own code! Sometimes 
it's tricky and my code doesn't work the first 
time so I check it using the ‘if’ buttons and 
make changes where necessary.
Mimi

I have really 
enjoyed 
perfecting my 
problem-solving 
and analysis 
skills in 
Computing - I 
have been able 
to use logical 
reasoning to 
detect and 
debug mistakes 
in a program!
Sinead 

Coding is how we communicate with computers. 
When we input codes, it tells a computer what 
action to take and writing a code is like 
creating a set of instructions. By learning to 
write code, you can tell computers what to do 
or how to behave in a much faster way.
Ava 

We created coding of a maze by designing a 
character, called a sprite, and by snapping 
blocks together that created a complex script. 
It was interesting to see our sprite move 
through the maze when we gave it a particular 
command!
Constant 

We created a 
vehicle that 
would stop 
when its 
sensor 
detected an 
object in 
front of it. 
We made the 
process more 
manageable 
by breaking 
the code 
down into 
smaller 
sections. We 
created the 
code for the 
vehicle’s 
movement 
first and then 
the code for 
the sensor.
Max



Visit from St John’s and St Clement’s Primary School

Meridian is proud to be part of the deaf community.  Valuing individuality and celebrating differences, our 
Designated Special Provision for the Deaf is part of what makes Meridian so special.  Back in November, our 
deaf children had the opportunity to visit St John’s and St Clement’s Primary School in Southwark, where 
they enjoyed making friends with other deaf children and exploring their deaf identity.  We were so excited 
this week to reciprocate the invitation, hosting our own ‘Deaf Identity Day’ here at Meridian!

We began the day by getting to know each other a little better.  After playing a fact-finding game where 
they had to identify which interesting fact matched which other child, the children took part in 
team-building activities where they needed to work together and communicate with each other to solve the 
problem.  Through thoughtful discussion, the children further explored their deaf identity, speaking 
confidently about what they liked and found challenging about being deaf.

After spending lunchtime together and sampling Donna’s yummy pancakes, we took our new friends to 
Greenwich Park.  The St John’s and St Clement’s children and grown-ups were all very impressed that we 
have such a great park so close to our school!  All agreed it was a fabulous day.  In the Summer Term, we 
hope to join together again, extending the invitation to other deaf children in the community, with the 
possibility of a picnic in Southwark - stay tuned! 

Jane Whipps, Lead Teacher of the Deaf

When we were thinking 
about what we love 
about being deaf, I said 
that I enjoy being able 
to have real peace and 
quiet when I take my 
cochlear implants off - 
especially when I’m on a 
noisy tube train!
David

I loved it when our deaf friends from a different 
school came to our school. First of all, we talked 
about what we like about being deaf and what we 
find challenging. We all agreed that we don't like 
it when our hearing aids whistle!
Liepa

I liked going to 
the park - we 
were all on the 
swing at the same 
time. It was 
really fun!
Sumaiya

I enjoyed trying 
to pass a hula 
hoop around a 
circle with my 
friends from St 
John’s and St 
Clement’s . We 
had to work as a 
team and 
communicate 
with each other 
clearly.
Kavishan



Year 1 trip to The Golden Hinde

The sailors kept the animals in the ship. 
This is because they needed the feathers 
from the chicken, the wool from the sheep 
and the milk from the goat. 
Oran

The sailors could get 
sick on the boat 
because they didn't 
have apples or healthy 
food. One of the 
illnesses made their 
teeth and their hair 
fall and their knees 
went all open wide. It 
is called scurvy!
Prudence

I learned a really disgusting fact - the pirates 
went to the toilet out of the window and they 
wiped their bottom with a rope! They had to 
share the rope with each other and that made 
them all sick.
Bea



Year 2 trip to The Golden Hinde

I loved looking at the big map of the world - we could 
see how The Golden Hinde sailed all around the globe!
Ella G

I learnt how they fired 
cannons on board a ship - 
we got to load the guns 
with pretend gunpowder!
Lachlan

They kept weapons on board for 
'hurting' and 'hunting' - some for 
protection, some to catch food! 
Blaise

We learnt how Sir Francis 
Drake circumnavigated the 
world - and he helped to 
beat the Spanish Armada!
Nicola



Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:

● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the rest of the Spring Term.

Week beginning 
27th February

Monday 27th February Year 3 and Year 4 Anglo-Saxon and Vikings workshop 

Thursday 2nd March NEU Teachers’ Strike - school closed

Friday 3rd March Meridian World Book Day

Week beginning 
6th March

Monday 6th March Year 3 and Year 4 Arts Festival trip to London Zoo

Wednesday 8th March School photographer in school 

Thursday 9th March Nursery and Reception Arts Festival trip to London Zoo

Thursday 9th March All Cannings visit to Meridian - Year 5 invited to stay 
after school until 6:45pm to host, including dinner

Week beginning 
13th March 

For three weeks Our Arts Festival begins for children 

Monday 13th March Year 1 and Year 2 Arts Festival trip to London Zoo

Monday 13th March Year 5 and Year 6 Arts Festival trip to London Zoo

Tuesday 14th March Year 3 and Year 4 RE trip to Alyth Reform Synagogue

Friday 17th March Comic Relief Red Nose Day

Week beginning 
20th March 

Tuesday 21st March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
4:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 22nd March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
9:30-10:30am

Easter Holiday: Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April

Next Friday, 3rd March, is Meridian World Book Day!
         Children are invited to come to school dressed up as a book character.  

               Please note that we do not expect anybody to buy a costume for this  
               event!  Here are some ideas for homemade costumes from the World Book
               Day and Penguin websites: 
               Dressing up - World Book Day   World Book Day 2023 

Your child will be bringing home a £1 book token which they can swap for one of the 
exclusive, new and completely FREE World Book Day books available from 
participating booksellers.  More information can be found here: 
2023s-1-books 
Vouchers are valid until Sunday 26th March 2023.

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates
https://www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/puffin/world-book-day
https://www.worldbookday.com/books/


https://www.justgiving.com/page/meridianread23challenge

https://www.justgiving.com/page/meridianread23challenge


https://www.justgiving.com/page/meridianread23challenge

https://www.justgiving.com/page/meridianread23challenge



