
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 3rd February 2023

Dear Parents/Carers,

The week started with a focus on Science in our whole school assembly, and I shared a few facts and 
photos from Shetland with the children.  Having been born in Unst, I do have a special interest in this 
part of the world!  As you may know, Shetland is a group of over 100 islands in the centre of the North 
Atlantic and is closer to the Arctic Circle than to London.  A haven for geologists and marine scientists, 
it has UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) Global Geopark status 
thanks to its rich and varied earth heritage spanning almost three billion years.  It is amazing to think 
that using a range of sailing and navigation technology, the Vikings arrived on these islands by wooden 
boat towards the end of the ninth century and, hundreds of years later, the SaxaVord Spaceport in Unst 
is hoping to be the site of the first UK rocket launch this year.  Our budding scientists across the school 
have shared their own Science learning from this term below…

In other news, I am reliably informed that the Year 6 cycle training was a most successful venture.  The 
majority of the class took part, with lessons starting on the playground and progressing to the road.  
Amongst other things, the children practised and perfected their control and balance, and learned how 
to signal to oncoming traffic, make a U-turn and deal with junctions!  All the children were praised by 
instructors for being exceptionally well-behaved.  Mark (Y5 TA and Play Club/Breakfast Club Leader) also 
impressed them and was told that his teaching skills were so good, he should be a cycle instructor 
himself!

Having spent a very inspiring and productive two days working with other school leaders at a PTI 
(Professional Teaching Institute) Conference in Hertfordshire, sadly I missed Nursery’s first class 
assembly today.  I hear it went very well indeed - well done, children!

Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher



Nursery have been reflecting on how the changing 
seasons affect the natural world around them.  How lucky 
they were to experience snow first-hand in the 
Foundation Stage garden at the end of last term!  Having 
discussed where the snow and ice went, budding scientists 
observed what happened when warm water was added to 
an ice cube, applying their Maths skills by counting how 
long it took to melt (twenty seconds!).  Children were then 
keen to investigate other ways that ice can melt - they 
left some out in the rain and even warmed some with a 
hairdryer! 

Reception children always have lots of fun making sense of the world around 
them - they know that Science is everywhere!  This week, they have 
particularly loved experimenting with water to see how it can be moved from 
one place to another and building ramps to see what happens to their toy cars.  
Elsewhere in the Foundation Stage garden, Tony found that when he climbed 
the climbing frame to launch his aeroplane, it went further.  Ali found out that 
when he folded the aeroplane in a different way, it flew even better!   

What have our children been learning about in Science? 

The hot air can 
melt the ice.
Ewan

The rain 
melts ice.
Nia

The hairdryer melts ice.
Ezra

Ice melts with 
the sun.
Josephine

High! Long 
way! 
Tony 
(throwing 
his paper 
aeroplane) 

The car is 
hiding in 
the tunnel. 
It takes 3 
to come 
out. 
Henry 

If the ramp is 
bigger, the car 
goes a long way. 
Jessica 

If the pipe is flat, the water won’t 
go so you have to push it by 
pouring it really fast!
Dottie

If you lift it 
higher, the 
water runs 
down faster! 
Nikita 



Scientists in Year 1 have been learning about animals including humans this term.  They’ve learnt about how 
animals can be sorted into different groups according to their features and explored the similarities and 
differences between some of the animals within these groups.  For instance, some mammals live in the water 
and some live on land, but all mammals have lungs to breathe air.  Children thoroughly enjoyed their trip to 
Mudchute Farm last week where they saw first-hand lots of different birds and mammals.  They are also 
really excited to have some ducklings join their class before the Easter holidays! 

Year 2 are enjoying learning all about 
the wonderful world of materials!  
They have learnt lots of new scientific 
vocabulary to help them describe the 
properties of different materials and, 
as a result, their 'suitability' for 
making different objects we use in our 
everyday lives.  This week, the class 
discussed how materials can be 
changed.  Children then conducted an 
investigation to see which materials 
they could change by bending, 
squashing, twisting and stretching 
them.  They carefully recorded their 
observations and identified the 
materials that were easiest to alter by 
using force.

‘Suitability’ means 
that the material 
suits the object that 
it is used to make. 
Naomi

Some 
materials like 
glass are 
transparent. 
We call other 
materials 
opaque.
Sebastian

I enjoyed bending and stretching 
different objects. You can bend a 
pipe cleaner but you can’t stretch it!
Reina

I have 
learnt that 
a sock can 
bend, twist, 
stretch and 
be 
squashed - 
the fabric 
is very 
flexible. 
Erica

Max

Snakes and 
crocodiles are 
reptiles.
Art

Reptiles are cold 
blooded which 
means when it’s 
really hot, they 
are really hot 
and when it’s 
cold, they are 
cold.
Oran

Some birds can swim like 
penguins!
Bea 

Not all birds can fly 
though - an ostrich can’t 
but it can run very fast!
Mark 

All birds have wings.
Oscar

Cyrus



This term, Year 3 scientists have been developing their understanding of animals including humans by 
exploring different animal diets, how they get the nutrition they need and how some animals have skeletons 
and muscles for support, protection and movement.  This week, having looked at the different bones that make 
up the skeletal system, children investigated the human skeleton through a number of questions that they 
came up with themselves.  They wondered whether taller children had longer arms than shorter children; 
whether they were a ‘square’ or a ‘rectangle’ (through looking at the relationship between arm span and height); 
and they even borrowed a few Year 6 children to compare the size of the older children’s heads with their 
own!  Before beginning their investigation, children discussed the different equipment they would need and 
which bones would be easiest to measure, and they made predictions about what they might find out. 

Curious learners in Year 4 have 
been learning all about states of 
matter.  They have learnt how 
different materials can be grouped 
based on their state of matter - 
either solid, liquid or gas - and 
have explored the similarities and 
differences between each state.  
They have also thought about how 
materials can change state and now 
have a deeper understanding of 
how different factors can impact 
this.  Children especially enjoyed 
their lesson investigating how 
different solids, such as chocolate 
and butter, have different melting 
points, putting this to the test 
when making chocolate cornflake 
cakes!  This week, the class applied 
their knowledge of changing states 
by exploring rates of evaporation.  
Having set up experiments all 
around the school to identify the 
best location for evaporation, they 
used thermometers to take 
readings of the temperature and 
made close observations to test 
their hypothesis that ‘the warmer 
the environment, the faster the 
rate of evaporation’.  

I think that although 
outside was one of the 
coldest environments, the 
wind also impacted the 
evaporation rate.
Mimi

The results 
from the 
radiator 
experiment 
supports our 
hypothesis 
because it was 
the warmest 
environment and 
was the quickest 
material to dry. 
Ada

I think the butter has a lower melting point than chocolate 
because butter is softer and less dense than chocolate. 
Robbie

We compared mine and Nelly’s 
skeletons. Nelly had longer 
arms, bigger feet and hands. I 
think this is because she has 
had a longer time to grow than 
I have!
Neitas

We found out that taller 
children do have longer arms 
than shorter children.
Logan

I am only 3 cm 
off being a 
square! My arm 
span is 123 cm 
and my height is 
126 cm!
Tyler 

We found that Year 6 have slightly larger heads than 
we do. It was less than I expected because they are 3 
years older than us!
Elsie H 



This term, Year 5 have been learning about and exploring a 
range of forces such as friction, water resistance and air 
resistance.  This week, the children found out about the life 
and work of Isaac Newton (whose grave they saw at 
Westminster Abbey a couple of weeks ago!) and his 
discoveries about gravity.  They investigated whether there 
was a link between the mass and the weight of different 
objects, using scales and Newton meters to take accurate 
measurements and gather evidence.  Children are excited to 
learn about the use of mechanisms such as levers, gears and 
pulleys next!

Year 6 scientists have enjoyed beginning to explore this term’s topic on light.  
They began their lessons by recapping their previous learning from Year 3 of 
how light behaves, with a particular focus on reflections and shadows.  
Building upon this, they have been learning about how light enables us to see 
objects around us and how scientific language is used to describe this 
process.  Children had great fun exploring how light moves, using mirrors to 
observe different effects! 

Mass is how much 
matter is inside an 
object. It can be 
measured in 
kilograms.
Séamus

Unsupported objects fall 
towards the Earth
because of the force of 
gravity acting between the 
Earth and the falling object.
Max

Weight is how 
strongly gravity is 
pulling an object 
down. It is measured 
in Newtons.
Lilianne

I know that 
gravity acts 
on an object 
to bring it 
down to the 
ground.
Dean

Light is made of photons 
and, unlike sound, it can 
travel through a vacuum 
because it doesn’t need a 
medium to move through. 
Jack

When light 
leaves a source, 
it travels in a 
straight line 
until it reflects 
off an object. 
That reflected 
light then 
travels to our 
eye allowing us 
to see the 
object.
Iga

Light is actually a 
form of energy called 
electromagnetic 
radiation.
Max



Reception trip to the Old Royal 
Naval College - Tactile Tales

I was a sailor. They are 
cheeky. They got bored. 
Casper

I saw lots of beautiful paintings 
around the hall. I saw the king 
and queen on the ceiling. 
Yianna 

Queen Elizabeth 
I was born here 
in Greenwich.
Molly



Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts 
on ParentPay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week.  The charge for 
Spring Term 1 is £74.25.  Payment should be made via ParentPay (our preferred payment option) or with cash 
or cheque via the school office - please send any cash or cheques into school in a sealed envelope with your 
child.  A reminder that ParentPay does not currently show a balance on dinner accounts.  If you want to check 
your child’s dinner account balance, please phone or email the school office. 

If your dinner account is in arrears, you will receive a text confirming the amount outstanding.  In these times 
of increased pressure on school funds, the school cannot carry debts.  If dinner balances are not paid in full or 
a regular repayment plan is not put in place, then dinners may be withdrawn.  If you are having trouble making 
these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or Kellie as soon as possible.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no charge 
for dinners.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Please remember Meridian is a nut-free school.  Nuts and 
nut-based products (such as peanut butter, Nutella and some 
chocolate bars such as Kinder Bueno) can cause serious allergic 
reactions in some of our children.  Please do not send your child 
to school with any items which contain nuts.  Thank you for 
helping to keep all our children safe.



Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the rest of the Spring Term.

Week beginning
6th February

Wednesday 8th February Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

Thursday 9th February Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm

Friday 10th February INSET Day 4 (staff training) - school closed to children

Half Term: Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February 2023

Week beginning 
20th February

Monday 20th February Children return to school

Tuesday 21st February E-safety workshop for parents/carers: 4:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 22nd February Nursery visit to the Old Royal Naval College - Tactile 
Tales

Wednesday 22nd February E-safety workshop for parents/carers: 9:30-10:30am

Thursday 23rd February Year 1 and Year 2 trip to The Golden Hinde

Thursday 23rd February Year 5 visit to the Globe Theatre

Friday 24th February Year 6 visit to the Globe Theatre

Week beginning 
27th February

Monday 27th February Year 3 and Year 4 Anglo-Saxon and Vikings workshop 

Thursday 2nd March World Book Day

Week beginning 
6th March

Wednesday 8th March School photographer in school 

Thursday 9th March All Cannings visit to Meridian - Year 5 invited to stay 
after school until 6:45pm to host, including dinner

Week beginning 
13th March 

For three weeks Our Arts Festival begins for children 

Tuesday 14th March Year 3 and Year 4 RE trip to Alyth Reform Synagogue

Friday 17th March Comic Relief Red Nose Day

Week beginning 
20th March 

Tuesday 21st March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
4:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 22nd March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
9:30-10:30am

Easter Holiday: Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April

School photographers Van Cols will be in 
to take individual, sibling and class 
photographs on Wednesday 8th March.

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates



