Year 1 Spring Newsletter - January 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,
Happy New Year to you all! The children have been impressing the team as always
with their enthusiasm for learning both in and out of the classroom.
Curriculum: This term, our whole school topic is ‘A Story Unfolds’ which has a focus on historical
stories and will inspire much of our learning. We will learn about the life of a Meridian child
throughout time - during the Victorian era, World War II, the Millennium and the 2012 Olympics. We
will move on to discover more about the stories of people who influenced our history such as the local
suffragette Emily Davison and the brave American activist Rosa Parks. We will find inspiration for our
writing in English lessons through Traction Man is Here by Mini Grey and Out and About - A First Book
of Poems by Shirley Hughes. Please see attached the curriculum overview for more information about
our learning this term.
Supporting Learning at Home:
Home Learning will continue to be set each Friday on Google
Classroom (paper copies will be provided to children if needed) and as always will be linked to the
learning we have been doing during the week or in preparation for the week ahead. It will consist of a
phonics task and a list of weekly spellings. Although the children should be able to do this on their own,
it is beneficial if they can talk about and ask questions at home too. Please aim to complete the home
learning by the end of the day on the following Wednesday.
Year 1 will continue to have the opportunity to change their books twice a week. On Tuesdays this will
be a banded book suitable for their current reading level. On Thursdays this will be a book of their
choice which you can enjoy together at home. Please continue to read daily with your child at home.
Your child has a reading diary in which you are welcome to make brief comments about their reading.
Children should bring their book bags with their reading diary into school each day. We will continue to
lead guided reading sessions to include all children and ensure children have 1:1 support as necessary.
Routines: Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child comes to school every day and on
time. Please bring your child to the playground at 08:55am to ensure a smooth start to the day for all
children and ensure that no learning opportunities are missed. Pick up will continue to be at 3.05pm. If
someone different is collecting your child, please let the school office know as early in the day as
possible.
Year 1 will continue to take part in physical exercise (outside wherever possible) at least once a day thank you for dressing your child in appropriate clothing to allow this to happen. Our longer PE lesson
will be on a Monday. Please ensure your child comes to school wearing jogging bottoms, shorts (in
warmer weather) or leggings, and trainers or plimsolls on this day.
Communication:
Please check our weekly whole school newsletter for important information throughout the year and
updates on what we have been learning. Should you ever wish to see us to discuss any aspect of your

child’s school life, please try to catch one of us on the playground, or call the school office and you will
be called back at an available time.
We look forward to an exciting term ahead and thank you for your continued support.
Best wishes,
Hanna Mulholland, Jane Whipps and the Year 1 Team

