Whole School Newsletter
Friday 24th June 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,
Meridian certainly does have talent! Well done to all the
children (and staff) who played, sang or danced at our
charity concert yesterday evening in aid of the DEC Ukraine
Humanitarian Appeal. It was wonderful to
open our doors again for this event. As well
as watching a marvellous array of
performers, it was a delight to watch the
faces of our audience of parents, children
and staff - they were suitably wowed. Thank
you to Davina who made this event possible
and to everyone else who helped. At the time
of writing, the concert has raised £581 so
far in cash and online donations. You can still
make a contribution by scanning the QR code
before Monday if you so
wish. (More photos can be
found below.)
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham Headteacher

What have our children been reading this week?
Nursery children love
sharing books with their
friends and adults, and they
read everywhere - in the
sunshine in the Foundation
Stage garden is a particular
favourite place! This week,
Iker was really curious
about the detailed cover of a
book called ‘The Rabbits’ by
John Marsden and Shaun Tan,
and Chris Styn enjoyed the book
‘The Shark in the Dark’ by Peter
Bently so much that he
wanted to hear it twice!

Year 1 are thoroughly enjoying
reading the book ‘The Secret
Sky Garden’. This week, they
wrote a diary entry from the
perspective of the main
character, Funni, and explored
similarities and differences
between Funni and her friend Zoo.

Children have also enjoyed reading independently in
the sunshine and shade of the Green Garden!

Voracious readers in Reception read for different
purposes throughout the day and all around their
classroom. This week, as well as reading story books
for enjoyment and to enrich their vocabulary, children
have been reading instructions to learn how to play
puzzles with their friends and how to tackle practical
activities in the workshop. They’ve also been reading
lots of non-fiction texts to help them look after their
caterpillars and track their progress!

Year 2 have begun to explore their new
class text: ‘Olga da Polga’ by Michael Bond.
They began by making predictions about
the main character of the story, using salt
dough to create a model of
the animal they thought Olga
might be. Then, after
reading the opening chapter and discovering
that Olga is in fact a cheeky and
mischievous guinea pig, children picked out
key features from an extract in order to
sketch what they thought she might look like.

In their daily Guided Reading sessions, Year 3 are
reading a range of fiction books in small groups: two
groups are reading books by Michael Morpurgo - ‘Mr
Skip’ and ‘The Sandman and the
Turtles’; some children are enjoying
Emma Fischel’s ‘The Monster of
Shiversands Cove’; and others have
been making predictions about ‘Bilal’s
Brilliant Bee’ by Michael Rosen.

Year 4 are currently enjoying reading
‘Mouse Bird Snake Wolf’ by David
Almond in their English lessons. This
week, they have been using freeze
frames to explore the thoughts of Little
Ben after events take a turn for the
worse with the creation of the wolf.
Carefully considering what had happened in the text so
far, children tried to infer what Ben might be thinking
and feeling.

Children are also lucky to have
reading buddies from Year 5!
During story times this term,
children loved reading ‘Peanut
Jones and the Illustrated City’ by Rob
Biddulph. Some even used their brilliant
inference skills to predict the twist in the story!

After reading the first paragraph of
their new English novel ‘Skellig’ by David
Almond, Year 5 were full of questions!
They discussed how the author gives
the reader little bits of information at a
time, which builds up the tension and
mystery of the narrative. Children then began to
think about how they can create tension in their
own writing through using the five senses and
figurative language to describe a scene.

The class have also
enjoyed sharing their
own recommended
reads.

Year 6 have been really enjoying reading
‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ during their English
lessons and class story time. There have been
lots of suspense-filled cliff hangers which have
left the children on the edges of their seats,
wondering what has happened to Willie - an evacuee who
had been living with Tom Oakley and settling happily into
his new life before receiving a letter from his uncaring
mother demanding he return to London.
After reading
the chapter
where Tom says
goodbye to
Willie at the
station, children
wrote a letter in role as Tom, including non-standard
English phrases they had heard in the book.

Y4 Platform Cricket Festival at Greenwich Park
Having worked with coach Chris from Platform Cricket to develop their cricket skills during the Autumn Term,
Year 4 had the opportunity this week to take part in an inter-school cricket tournament. Children competed in
a series of exciting matches and demonstrated excellent sportsmanship throughout. At the end of the day,
two Meridian teams walked away with gold and silver medals after taking 1st and 2nd place!

Y2 trip to the National Maritime Museum
Year 2 had a wonderful time exploring the galleries in the National Maritime on Wednesday this week. They
visited the 'Polar Worlds' gallery, where they found out lots of fascinating facts about life in the Arctic and
Antarctic. Children particularly enjoyed the many maps and paintings, as well as the stuffed animals and
artefacts used by Antarctic explorers. After visiting some more galleries, they finished off their trip by
exploring Greenwich Park and spotting human and physical features along the way!

Payments
Please continue to make payments for any outstanding charges relating to dinners, Play Club and Breakfast
Club.
Dinner Accounts
If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount
outstanding as soon as possible. The balance does not show on ParentPay - please contact the office if you
need to know your up-to-date balance.
The cost of dinners for Summer Term 2 is £96.25.
Please note that dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school
meals.
If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Kellie by calling the school office.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
Key events:

Thursday 30th June - School Photographer
Thursday 30th June - KS2 School Disco: Y3 & Y4 5.30-6.30pm; Y5 & Y6 6.45-7.45pm
(Please note that all children must be collected by an adult from the disco.)
Tuesday 5th July - Sports Day
Wednesday 6th July - Meeting and tour for new to Reception parents and children
Thursday 7th July and Friday 8th July - Year 5 to Wiltshire
Thursday 14th and Friday 15th July - Year 2 and Year 6 Camp
Tuesday 19th July - Year 6 Performance 6.30pm
Wednesday 20th July - Y6 seaside trip to Broadstairs
Friday 22nd July - Last day of the 2021/22 school year (finish at usual time)
Friday 22nd July - Y6 Leavers Assembly 9.30am
Diary Dates 2022-23 School Year
INSET days - Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September
Monday 5th September - Year 1 to Year 6 children return to school
Tuesday 6th September - Nursery and Reception children return to school

