Whole School Newsletter
Friday 6th May 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
I felt a little emotional in assembly today (in a
good way) when the whole school - children and
staff - sang and signed ‘Lean On Me’. It was lovely
to be able to come together in this way to
celebrate Deaf Awareness Week and most
impressive that all the children had put so much
effort and enthusiasm into learning the song.
Earlier in the week, our Lead Teacher of the Deaf,
Jane Whipps, talked to the children about a significant event
in Deaf history - the introduction of the British Sign
Language Bill by Rosie Cooper, MP. The children learned that,
as the eldest child of deaf parents, the young Rosie Cooper
was often her parents’ voice. It was during her childhood that
Rosie became aware of the barriers facing people with a
disability, and she had to fight hard to make her parents'
voices heard. Rosie introduced the British Sign Language Bill
to make it a law that BSL is recognised as a language of
England, Wales and Scotland in its own right. On 27th April
2022, the British Sign Language Bill received Royal Assent
and has since become an Act of Law. Do read about children’s Deaf Awareness learning below.
In other news, Year 6 came into school on Polling Day and had a very productive day. They were
incredibly focussed on their learning and enjoyed pizza for lunch! Year 6 have their SATs tests on
Monday - Thursday next week, so it would be very helpful if all children across the school were on
time each day so that we can settle everyone as soon as possible.
And finally… if you haven’t yet had the opportunity, do come along to see the Arts Festival
Exhibition in the middle hall. It will be open every day next week straight after school and on
Friday morning at 8.30am everyone welcome!
Have a lovely weekend.
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham
Headteacher

What have our children been learning about during Deaf Awareness Week?
Although we have discovered in our key stage singing assemblies that it can be very tricky to sing and sign at
the same time, Foundation Stage children have done a brilliant job this week of learning the BSL signs to some
new and some favourite nursery rhymes. Nursery have also learnt how to sign ‘hello’ and compared this with
other languages they know. Having shown great focus and persistence, Reception are now experts at counting
to ten in BSL!

After considering the importance of being able to communicate without speaking, Year 1 and Year 2 revised
the signs for the BSL alphabet. Once these were all mastered, children applied them to spelling out their
names before challenging themselves even further and spelling out words for their friends to guess!

Year 3 and Year 4 began by looking at a range of photographs to
explore how at times we all communicate using gestures and
facial expressions instead of words. Having learnt that BSL is
spoken by over 150,000 people in the UK, they then researched
the signs for a range of topics, from days of the week to family
members, using videos from the British Deaf Association
website. (If you are interested, you can watch the video lessons
here: https://signlanguageweek.org.uk/lessons.) Here are some
Year 3 children sharing their favourite foods: can you guess
which of these is the symbol for ‘burger’ and which is ‘cake’?

Year 5 and Year 6 began their Deaf Awareness learning with a tricky three-minute challenge: to arrange
themselves in birthday order without saying a word or making any verbal noises!

Having reflected on how difficult they found it to not use their voices, children then watched videos of deaf
BSL users sharing their personal experiences, and discussed the positive impact that the new British Sign
Language Act will have on many people’s lives.

Vivek’s Heartbreaker Workout Fundraising Event
During the Easter holidays, Julie - mum to Ada and Max - organised a
very special fundraising event. In honour of Vivek in Year 3, who has
been under the care of Evelina Children’s Hospital since he was three
weeks old and recently underwent his third open heart surgery, a
challenging day of high intensity interval training was held at the
CrossFit 1864 gym, with participants and supporters donating money
towards the Evelina Children’s Hospital’s cardiology department.
Well done to Julie and team who raised an incredible £2,159 for this
very worthwhile cause!

Arts Festival Exhibition Opening Times:
Monday 9th May - Thursday 12th May 3.15pm
Friday 13th May 8.30am and 3.15pm
Monday 16th May 8.30am and 3.15pm
Tuesday 17th May until Friday 27th May 8.45am and 3.15pm

Payments
Please continue to make payments for any outstanding charges relating to dinners, Play Club and Breakfast
Club.
Dinner Accounts
If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount
outstanding as soon as possible. The balance does not show on ParentPay - please contact the office if you
need to know your up-to-date balance.
The cost of dinners for Summer Term 1 is £74.25.
Please note that dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school
meals.
If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Kellie by calling the school office.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
Key events:
Arts Festival Exhibition Opening Times:
Monday 9th May - Thursday 12th May 3.15pm
Friday 13th May 8.30am and 3.15pm
Monday 16th May 8.30am and 3.15pm
Tuesday 17th May until Friday 27th May 8.45am and 3.15pm
Half Term Holidays: Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June inclusive
Monday 6th June - first day of Summer Term 2

Summer Fair - Saturday 11th June
Friday 22nd July - last day of 2021-22 school year

