
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 17th March 2023

Dear Parents/Carers,

The Arts Festival is now well underway and, despite the absence of one coach on Monday, all classes 
have now been to the zoo!  I thoroughly enjoyed spending the day with Year 5 and spotting Year 1, 2 and 
6 classes at various times.  From my perspective, there were many highlights: the moment a monkey ran 
along the balustrade the children were leaning on, shouts of ‘Shere Khan!’ at the tiger enclosure, Year 2 
tiptoeing past a sloth in the rainforest, groups of children sketching earnestly and an excited audience 
of Y5 children witnessing a tiger cub play fight.  It’s lovely to have the whole school (and Robert Owen) 
simultaneously engaged in this arts project, and having half of Meridian at the zoo on the same day was 
a lovely shared experience.  Well done to Y5/6 for adjusting to a swift change in travel plans!

Another shared experience took place during Friday’s Red Nose Day.  Paired year groups of children 
played against the adults in a series of dodgeball tournaments.  Being shown a video of Chude in Y6 
winning a match and being surrounded by his classmates was magical.  Thank you for the donations you 
have sent into school and made via our JustGiving page.  You can see lots of photos below and can still 
donate here: www.justgiving.com/rednoseday23-meridian-primary-school    

And finally… I do hope to see lots of you at the FROMS Quiz Night next Friday in school at 7:30pm.  
Absolutely everyone is welcome and, even if you don’t have a full team, do come along.  There will be 
prizes for the best team name and much fun to be had.  All proceeds go to school funds.

Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher

         Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers 
       with Jane Sneddon, Head of School and English Lead

               Tuesday 21st March 4:30-5:30pm

             Wednesday 22nd March 9:30-10:30am

Did you know that by the end of their time at primary school, children are expected to know and use 
over sixty technical grammatical terms?  If you would like some help getting to grips with some of 
this tricky terminology - from prepositions to parenthesis, the subjunctive mood to suffixes, main 
clauses to modal verbs - please come along to one of our grammar workshops next week for an 
overview of the curriculum and how this is taught at Meridian.  We will also look at how you can 
support your child at home.

http://www.justgiving.com/rednoseday23-meridian-primary-school


Nursery thoroughly enjoyed their 
drama sessions with Susanna, through 
which they explored their chosen 
character Baloo the bear and what he 
taught Mowgli about the jungle.  Their 
poem of the week has been ‘The Small 
Brown Bear’ by Michael Baldwin, a short 
but sweet poem which describes how 
the bear catches and eats ‘ice salmon, 
all waterfall slippery, until his teeth 
ache’!  In developing ideas for their 
artwork, children have thought about 
the shades and tones of green that can 
be found in the jungle and how they can 
mix colours to create these. 

What have our children been learning during the first week of the Arts Festival?

Yellow and blue 
make green!
Ziana

The bear 
catches the icy 
fish.
Josephine

Mowgli is a 
human boy.
Dola



Reception’s chosen character is Kaa, the snake.  
They have been thinking about who Kaa is, how he 
behaves and how he helped save Mowgli from the 
monkeys.  Children particularly enjoyed acting out 
his brave rescue mission!  In exploring a range of 
poetry, they have been analysing how some poems 
rhyme or sound more rhythmical than others.  
Having imagined what Mowgli’s Indian jungle looked 
like, children experimented with tearing and gluing 
tissue paper strips like long hanging vines.  To 
further inspire their artwork, the class have been 
looking closely at the patterns snakes have and how 
detailed their scaly bodies are.  

Who is Kaa the 
patterned, peaceful 
and playful python? 
How does he move? 
How does he speak?

The monkeys in the rainforest enclosure at the 
zoo reminded us of the monkeys who kidnapped 
Mowgli.

Can you 
spot the 
Indian Rock 
Python? 
They are 
excellent at 
using their 
camouflage 
to hide 
from their 
prey. 

It has nice patterns on the skin and it 
wraps up. Kaa slithers on the floor and 
rescues the man cub. 
Yianna

Kaa has a tongue that is 
split and a lovely pattern 
on his skin.
Molly

A poem can be 
words that rhyme.
Annabelle

Kaa slithers and talks to 
Baloo the bear and the 
black panther and saves 
Mowgli from the 
monkeys.  
Lily



Year 1’s chosen character from ‘The Jungle Books’ is Shere 
Khan, the tiger chief.  At the zoo, children (and grown-ups!) 
loved watching the family of tigers play-fighting, yawning, 
stretching and prowling!  They looked closely at different 
parts of the tigers’ bodies, including their eyes and paws, and 
sketched them carefully.  In their English lessons, the class 
have acted out the poems ‘Cat’ and ‘Fish’ to understand how 
the poets have used verbs to describe the different ways 
that the animals move.  They also enjoyed reading the poem ‘I 
Never Knew’ and discussing the interesting metaphors that 
the poet uses to describe the hedgehog.  

I loved seeing 
the tigers’ 
sharp teeth at 
the zoo.
Oscar 

I like the poem ‘Fish’ the best 
because the words on the last 
line are said quieter and 
quieter as the words get 
smaller and smaller. 
Aimee

There’s 
different 
colours and 
textures on 
the leg of a 
tiger. There’s 
light and dark 
and short and 
long hairs.
Wangari 

I noticed that a tiger has 
really sharp claws. I also 
noticed there’s different 
colours on the tiger’s 
claws - black, white and 
greyish yellow.
Mark

Some of the 
hair is super 
fluffy on the 
tiger’s face.
Art 

I think a hedgehog really does look like a 
spiky hairbrush and the handle even 
looks like the eyes and nose poking out. 
Lana



Year 2 have kicked off this year's Arts Festival by immersing themselves completely in the world of ‘The 
Jungle Books’!  In English, they have retraced the story of 'Mowgli's Brothers’, explored in their drama 
workshops with Susanna, and have begun to consider the characters of Mother and Father Wolf using 
original quotes from the text.  Children have also enjoyed reading a range of animal-focussed poetry in order 
to explore the key features of a poem. 

In their Art lessons, the class have carefully studied the physical features of a wolf using videos and 
close-up images.  They have sketched what they believe is the 'essence' of a wolf, focussing on the shapes 
they can see and the lines and texture on each feature.  Having looked at some examples of sculptures, 
children have begun to explore ways of using cardboard, newspaper and tape to create three-dimensional 
forms. 

Teaching Mowgli how to hunt 

Mother and Father Wolf 
protecting their cubs 
and Mowgli from Shere 
Khan 

Shere Khan at the 
entrance of the cave 

Akela is an old and weak 
wolf who is losing his power 
but Mother and Father 
Wolf are strong! 
Ella M

The Law of the Jungle 
states that man must not 
be killed - the wolves 
respect that but Shere 
Khan doesn’t! 
Sebastian

Father Wolf is powerful and 
strong! 
Lachlan

Mother Wolf tells Shere Khan 
to go back to his territory as 
he has invaded theirs! 
Sophia SMother Wolf is a caring 

and protective character 
who stands up to Shere 
Khan! 
Blaise



Enthusiastic Year 3 have dived headfirst 
into the Arts Festival this week!  They 
loved participating in Susanna’s brilliant 
drama workshops, where they explored 
their chosen character - Bagheera the 
panther’s -  story in detail.  Children 
discovered that Bagheera became one of 
the most respected animals in the jungle 
because he learnt the way of man whilst 
trapped in a palace cage, before escaping 
to the jungle.  This led them to reflect 
more about Bagheera’s character - what 
personality traits must he have to have 
achieved this difficult task?  In their 
English lesson, the class have started to 
look at a range of different poems to 
inspire their own writing: ‘Kisko Pop’ by 
Valerie Bloom to show a variety of 
performing dynamics, ‘The River’ by 
Valerie Bloom to show figurative language 
and ‘The Months’ by Sara Coleridge to 
show rhyming patterns. 

Whilst at London Zoo, children sketched 
specific features of the tigers and 
thought about similarities between tigers 
and their animal, the black panther.  Back 
at school, they used their sketches and 
photographs to look in detail at these 
body parts.  Children were then keen to 
experiment with wire to create 3D 
shapes - a tricky challenge indeed! 

Experimenting with the wire 
was quite tricky at first 
because it can be quite 
spikey! It got easier the 
more you practised.
Logan 

I really enjoyed sketching the tigers at 
the zoo and looking at the different 
body parts. The ears were my favourite 
to draw!
David

Bagheera is also very strong 
because some creatures are 
even more scared of him than 
they are of Shere Khan!
Aiana

Bagheera is brave because he 
managed to do something no 
one had ever done before 
and escape from a cage.
Phoebe 



Year 4 have embraced this year's Arts Festival theme with both hands - they have already achieved so much, 
and it's only just begun!  Susanna did not disappoint with her fantastic drama workshops, where the children 
were introduced to the story of ‘The Jungle Books’ and explored the characters through storytelling and 
movement.  They learnt how Kaa the snake is a powerful and wise creature but is still to be feared by the 
animals of the jungle.  He has weaknesses - such as his sight - but makes up for this with his other senses, 
his cunning and his strength.  In their English lessons, the class explored these themes further by identifying 
descriptive language relating to Kaa in the original text and considering which words best describe his 
personality.  Children have also been evaluating the features of a variety of poems: they listened to ‘Kisko 
Pop’ and ‘Something Comes’ by Valerie Bloom to compare the dynamics of performance, and ‘Eaten by a Python’ 
by Nicholas Spandrel to examine how to write a poem from a different perspective.  As a whole class, they 
have been trying to memorise the poem  ‘Night Song in the Jungle’ - they are almost able to recite it off by 
heart! 

Whilst at the zoo, keen artists took the opportunity to sketch features of the jungle in the rainforest 
enclosure, exploring the shapes and curves of the vines and leaves.  In the Reptile House, they made sketches 
of the snakes that they saw - the contours of their bodies, the detail of their scales and the shape of their 
eyes.  Children are now starting to think about how they can bring their sketches to life using different 
materials such as withies and wire! 

It was really good when we went to the Reptile House at the zoo. We saw how a 
python moves. I also saw where a snake had shed its skin - it was crispy!
Vivek

I liked performing the poem ‘Night Song in the Jungle’ 
because we did actions as well to match the words. My 
favourite lines were these ones:
‘This is the hour of pride and power, 
Talon and tush and claw.
Oh hear the call! - Good hunting all
That keep the Jungle Law!’
I really like listening to rhyming poems but I think they're 
quite tricky to write!
Amelia

The drama workshops with 
Susanna were really fun. I 
had to be lots of different 
characters - including the 
door to the cave!
Jack

Kaa is a complex character - he is both bad and 
good. He was brave when he saved Mowgli but 
he’s not nice to the monkeys!
Daisy E



Year 5 were thrilled when the Bandar-Log, or Monkey 
People, were announced as their chosen animal!  Through 
their ‘story whoosh’ led by Susanna, they learnt that the 
Bandar-Log is a group of monkeys that do not follow the 
Law of the Jungle, have no leader and are considered 
outcasts by the other animals.  The follow-up drama 
workshop was a great success as everyone enjoyed enacting 
different roles to explore these themes in more depth.  In 
their English lessons, the class have been looking at a range 
of poems and exploring how they can adapt their 
intonation, tone and volume when reading these aloud in 
order to convey the poem’s meaning to the audience.  They 
also explored a poem called ‘The Sea’ by Barry Cornwall and 
looked in detail at its rhyming structure and use of 
figurative language.  In the brilliant ‘Monkey Valley’ 
enclosure at the zoo, children chose a particular feature of 
the colobus monkey to focus on and sketched this with 
charcoal or pencils on cartridge paper - their fabulously 
long and shaggy tails were a particularly popular body part!

Barry Cornwall 
uses vivid 
descriptions that 
appeal to a 
reader’s senses to 
create an image or 
idea in their head.
Alexander

I took photos of the monkeys using an iPad 
at the zoo which I think was an important 
job (although one of the monkeys I was 
observing did not move interestingly 
enough!). Back at school, looking at the 
photos helped us to remember and 
appreciate the frozen moments we’d 
captured. 
Aliya

The Bandar-Log are a group of monkeys that live in an old ruined 
temple and who want Mowgli as their leader. Because they don’t 
follow the jungles rules, they’re wild and unpredictable. I loved 
seeing the monkeys at the zoo because they were so funny - some 
were fighting and one even had a beard!
Izaac

The colobus 
monkeys at the 
zoo were cool. 
I liked their 
black and white 
shades and how 
they could 
jump really far 
between trees.
Joseph



The Arts Festival is off to a 
brilliant start in Year 6!  Children 
threw themselves into the swing 
of things by developing their 
understanding of their focus 
character, Akela the wolf, 
through drama workshops with 
Susanna.  They explored his 
backstory through freeze frames, 
gaining new perspectives on how 
previous hardships may have made 
him the leader he is today!  At 
London Zoo, there were lots of 
jaw-dropping moments (especially 
when the lion roared!) and the 
class were especially  delighted to 
finally catch the African wild dogs 
in action after they had been 
hiding away - some fantastic 
inspiration for the children’s art 
and poems!

In their English lessons, children 
have got to grips with Kipling’s 
original text and explored the 
poems ‘Wolf’ by Judith Nicholls 
and ‘The Wolf’ by Georgia Roberts 
Durston., comparing their 
features and discussing what 
makes them effective.  Art 
lessons have seen the children 
observing the line and form of the 
features of wolves through 
sketching, before beginning to 
experiment with wire to see how 
these can be replicated in 3D 
form.  The adventure continues!

It was useful to watch the 
African wild dogs and get a 
picture of how the wolves move 
as a pack. They swept across 
the ground together like a 
wave!
Walid

‘Wolf’ is written with first 
person pronouns. The effect 
of this was that I could 
understand the wolf and get 
inside its mind.
Iga 

I like ‘Wolf’ 
because the first 
and last stanzas 
have a contrast - at 
first the wolf tells 
us his howl scares 
people, but by the 
end of the poem it’s 
the wolf itself that 
is afraid.
Max

We have looked at different poems about 
wolves. Even though they are the same 
animal, they can have different effects 
on the reader. ‘The Wolf’ has third 
person pronouns like ‘he’. It’s like the 
poet has observed the wolf and can 
create a really vivid image for the 
reader.
Celeste







Year 3 and Year 4 RE trip to Alyth North Western Reform Synagogue

In their RE (Religious Education) lessons this half term, Year 3 and Year 4 have been learning about Jewish 
places of worship.  To bring this topic to life, they were very excited to visit Alyth North Western Reform 
Synagogue earlier this week.  Children enjoyed going on a scavenger hunt around the synagogue to find some 
of the features they had been learning about, including stained glass windows and particular Jewish symbols,  
They saw the Torah, the Jewish sacred text, and the yad, a special pointer which is used when reading it.  
Highlights included listening to Rabbi Hannah speak some Hebrew, tasting the challah bread amd even having 
a go at blowing the shofar!

I loved tasting the challah 
bread because it was really 
delicious. I must try to find 
the recipe!
Ilia, Y3

Blowing the horn, which is called a shofar, was my favourite part. 
It was pretty hard at first because you don’t blow normally - you 
kind of have to put your lips together first. I was one of the only 
ones who could do it so I felt really proud of myself!
Alex, Y4

Week beginning 
20th March 

Tuesday 21st March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
4:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 22nd March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
9:30-10:30am

Week beginning 
27th March 

Friday 31st March Last day of term

Easter Holiday: Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April

Week beginning
17th April

Monday 17th April INSET Day 5 (staff training) - school closed to children

Tuesday 18th April Children return to school

Week beginning
1st May

Monday 1st May May Day bank holiday - school closed 

Week beginning
8th May

Monday 8th May Bank holiday for the coronation of King Charles III - 
school closed

















https://www.young-greenwich.org.uk/eastercamp2023

https://www.young-greenwich.org.uk/eastercamp2023


https://www.justgiving.com/page/meridianread23challenge

https://www.justgiving.com/page/meridianread23challenge
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