Whole School Newsletter
Friday 18th March 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
We continue to find ourselves in unprecedented times. Covid cases are rising nationally and this is being
reflected in many schools. Sadly, here at Meridian, 45 cases of Covid have been confirmed for children
and staff in the last two weeks. Indeed, since I wrote to you on Sunday evening, 21 cases have been
reported to school, affecting all classes except for Year 1. Cases are currently particularly high in Y4,
Y5 and Y6.
This week, 40% of staff have been absent from school (mostly Covid related) impacting on the majority
of year groups. Both Jane (Deputy Head) and I have tested positive for Covid (Jane last weekend; me
last night). All things considered, we had to take the difficult decision to move to remote learning for
Y5 and Y6 all week and for Y4 today - a decision not taken lightly and certainly a last resort.
I have been liaising with RBG, the Health Protection Team and our Chair of Governors, Maggie Shields.
Whilst we had hoped that all children would be able to return to face-to-face learning sooner, the high
number of Covid cases, high staff absence and uncertainties around when staff will be able to return to
school, means that we need to implement a slightly longer circuit breaker. With the safety of all our
children in mind, this is the new plan:
● Year 5 will return to school on Tuesday 22nd March
● Year 6 will return to school on Wednesday 23rd March
● Year 4 will return to school on Thursday 24th March
● Children will be provided with remote learning via Google Classroom on the days they are
not in school
Please note that this is a rapidly changing situation and I will let you know should we need to make any
further changes. In addition to the circuit breaker described above, we will continue to implement our
risk assessment and children will continue to learn, play and eat in their class ‘bubbles’ for the time
being. We will continue to liaise closely with the Health Protection Team.
Despite everything going on that has been out of our control, our Arts Festival
has continued - both for those children who are in school and those who have
been learning at home. Please do see the newsletter below and our Instagram
account @meridianlearns for some lovely highlights from the week. Certainly, the
highlight of my week has been seeing children inspired by the legends of King
Arthur and reading some great writing on Google Classroom. I was particularly
impressed by the story of a brave dame, written by a Y6 child, and the music
coming from the Nursery garden lifted my spirits!
Part of this year’s Arts Festival is about immersing the children in the story
setting. I can assure you that we remain absolutely determined to take the whole
school to Hever Castle! However, we will postpone these trips for all classes and
no one will go next week. Instead, we are hopeful that we could go in the week
beginning 28th March (if not, it will be straight after Easter). More information
will follow as soon as possible. Thank you to all those parents who have offered
to come along and help us on these outings - thank you for bearing with us; we will be in touch with the
new arrangements soon.
I look forward to seeing everyone back together in school soon. Thank you for your ongoing support and
understanding.
My very best wishes, Jo - Jo Graham, Headteacher

What have our children been learning during the first week of the Arts Festival?
Having thoroughly enjoyed their workshop last week with drama specialist Susanna Harding, Nursery have
spent this week reenacting their chosen Arthurian legend - Sir Percivale of Wales. They’ve had great fun
using musical instruments to bring the story to life and have practised using some ambitious new vocabulary.

In order to develop a sense of the setting of their story - the wood where Percivale grew up - children have
been looking carefully at leaves and have tried their hand at observational drawing. They have also begun to
experiment with roller printing techniques!

Reception have also chosen to base their learning on the tale of Sir Percivale of Wales
and have thrown themselves into a range of creative activities this week! They began by
reenacting their favourite scenes for each other
before using photos from their drama sessions with
Sue to help them remember exactly how the events of
the story unfold. Children found that the story is
really powerful and the language very exciting, so it
was easy for them to recall key phrases and actions
when acting it out! After reflecting on where the
story takes place, they had great fun making castles
with wooden bricks and retelling the story to their
friends using small world figures.
For their Art focus this week, children drew detailed pictures of
leaves and experimented with mixing different shades of green to
represent the wild wood Percivale grew up in.

Year 1 and the Rocking Horse Room have fully immersed themselves in the world of King Arthur and his
Knights of the Round Table through learning about the legend of Sir Tristram and the Fair Iseult. They
enjoyed exploring the characteristics of a knight through role play, which has led them to create a hero or
heroine for their very own stories. As the original story takes place in both Cornwall and Ireland, they have
listened to soundscapes and studied images of the shores of both these places.

In their Art lessons, children have shown
excellent focus when producing
observational drawings of trees and
branches to represent their woodland
setting, experimenting with using charcoal, graphite
and chalk. They are excited to now move on to
exploring some different printing techniques!

What a wonderful first week of the Arts Festival Year 2 have had! They have been
captivated by the famous legend of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. To consolidate
their recall of the story’s events, they used photos from their drama workshops with Sue
to practise orally retelling the narrative. Through studying elements of the original text,
children have developed some wonderfully descriptive phrases to describe both the
setting and characters which they will use in their own stories. They are excited to start
writing their own quests, featuring their own heroic characters, next week!
In developing ideas for
their work in Art, children
collected natural objects
that reminded them of
their story’s setting, which
they then drew using a
range of different media:
charcoal, pastels and
graphite sticks. After
considering the colours
that might be seen in their
setting, they practised
colour-mixing, carefully
recording the different
portions of powder-paint
and water used so that
their preferred ‘recipes’
would not be forgotten!

Year 3’s chosen story is that of The Two Swords, which charts the beginning of Arthur’s journey to becoming
a king and includes the famous moment when he pulls the sword from the stone. Children loved exploring this
thrilling tale through their drama workshops and have been well and truly inspired to plan their own versions of
Arthur’s quest to find Excalibur.

Having chosen the setting of a lake as stimulus for their mixed media collages, children have been busy
gathering ideas from nature to inspire their printing patterns. They also enjoyed a trip to Jo’s pop-up museum
of wallpaper prints and textiles in the middle hall to be inspired by the work of designers!

The Arts Festival has got off to a great start
for Year 4 who have been exploring the tale of
Sir Gareth, or The Knight of the Kitchen!
Having reflected on the characteristics of a
good knight, they created their own knight
characters that will feature in their own
versions of this classic legend. After
considering carefully how a good story balances
description, action and dialogue, children wrote
their first drafts of their story openings.

In their Art
lessons, children
have been
creating observational drawings of
the natural elements described in
their story’s setting - cherry
blossom and blue speedwell - in
preparation for their collages.

Whilst learning remotely this week, resourceful Year 5 have made a very impressive start to the Arts Festival.
They began by analysing the typical story arc of a quest before recapping the events of their chosen legend The First Quest of Sir Launcelot. They analysed the original text for examples of interesting fronted
adverbials to describe the passing of time and had a go at writing their own.
In developing their own
characters, children thought
carefully about the qualities and
skills a knight should have, and
developed back stories to make
sense of their own knight’s
individual personality traits.

After gathering ideas for
their Art by taking photos
of natural materials,
children focussed on
developing their
observational drawing
skills. They explored how
the use of shade, tone and
colour can be used to
create impact, and experimented with the technique frottage, taking rubbings to
capture the detail of natural materials.
Year 6 have shown fantastic resilience and independence when learning from home this week and have made a
great start to writing their own Arthurian legends inspired by Sir Gawain and the Lady Ragnell. They
focussed on including dialogue in their story openings to convey their characters’ unique personalities, and
developed descriptive noun phrases to evoke the ominous setting of Tarn Wathelyne in their build-up sections.

In their Art lessons, children have developed their observational drawing skills by
practising three sketching techniques: continuous line drawing, tonal picture drawing
and close up drawing. They have collected ideas for their
printed backgrounds by analysing the work of
artists and textile designers,
and are very much looking
forward to experimenting with
ways to create these when they
return to school next week!

Payments
Thank you to everyone who has been making payments this week for dinners, Play Club, Breakfast Club and
Nursery fees.
All fees should be paid in advance and any charges for activities up to the end of Spring Term 2 must be
settled by the 31st March 2022 (see note below if you pay by ParentPay*). At a time when the school budget
is getting ever tighter, it is important that any monies owed are paid on time.
Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts
As confirmed in recent newsletters, attendance at Breakfast Club and Play Club up to 1st April has been added
to ParentPay accounts. These have also been updated to reflect any non-attendance due to class closures.
Unfortunately, we have discovered that the system does not adjust the balance on the account until the
attendance has actually taken place. As a result, the balances showing will only be current as at a particular
date and will not include the charges for any future attendance between now and 1st April.
Parents/carers should still make a payment for attendances at Breakfast and Play Club up to 1st April as soon
as possible. Therefore, in addition to any current balance on your child’s account, you will need to calculate the
amount owing for the remaining period up to 1st April based on the days your
child attends (Play Club is £11 per session and Breakfast Club is £5 per
session).
Last Payment Dates
If paying by ParentPay, the payment deadline is Tuesday

22nd March.
If paying by cash or cheque, you have up to Wednesday 30th March to make a payment to the office.
If you need your ParentPay registration details re-sending, please contact the office staff and they will be
happy to email these to you.
Dinner Accounts
If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount
outstanding as soon as possible. The balance does not show on ParentPay - please contact the office if you
need to know your up-to-date balance.
A reminder that payment for school dinners should be made in advance - the cost of dinners for the whole of
Spring Term 2 is £82.50.
Please note that dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school
meals.
If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Kellie by calling the school office.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
Key events:
From 14th March - Meridian Arts Festival
To be confirmed - Hever Castle trips
Friday 1st April - last day of Spring Term 2
Easter Holidays: Monday 4th April - Monday 18th April inclusive
Tuesday 19th April - first day of Summer Term 1
Monday 2nd May - May Day Bank Holiday
Thursday 5th May 2022 - The school is being used as a polling station and will be closed to all pupils except
Y6 - more details to follow for Y6 parents/carers
Half Term Holidays: Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June inclusive
Monday 6th June - first day of Summer Term 2
Friday 22nd July - last day of 2021-22 school year

