Whole School Newsletter
Friday 7th October 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
How lovely it was to walk into the bottom and middle halls this morning and see so many parents/carers
filling the classrooms and spilling out onto the chairs and mats as they read with the children. Jane
tells me that KS2 parent reading on Thursday was also a resounding success. Thank you to everyone
who came along.
I now need to ask for your help with something else! We really need committee members for FROMS.
FROMS is our parent/teacher association and is a registered charity which plays a vital role in school
life: bringing together our community for social events and raising much needed school funds. FROMS
cannot continue to run without at least three core members - a chair, a secretary and a treasurer. I
am reliably informed that we are hopeful of having secured volunteers for secretary and treasurer but
we do not yet have a chair. If you are interested in finding out more about this role or in sharing it
with someone else as co-chair, please do let me, Jane or Holly know as soon as possible. Holly and
Angela can hand over a wealth of information and resources to help anyone new to the committee. I do
hope someone can volunteer as we would really struggle without this exceptional committee.
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham, Executive Headteacher

What have our children been learning
about in the first week of
Black History Month?

The theme for Black History Month at Meridan this year
is ‘hidden figures’. Our learning will focus on significant
people in Black British history who are not as
well-remembered as they perhaps should be. As well as
telling their stories and celebrating their lives, we will be
questioning their visibility in British history.
In our assembly on Monday, KS1 and KS2 classes heard the
story of the Bristol Bus Boycott and learnt about the
significant difference Paul Stephenson made to the rights
of Black people in 20th century Britain.
Children's learning continued during another special
assembly on Thursday, delivered by Anuli from Bigfoot
Arts Education. In this assembly, children took a
time-travelling trip through Black British history - from
before the Roman times right up to the 21st century! - and
found out about some more Black Britons whose
achievements have been forgotten or overlooked. KS2
classes enjoyed discovering more in their workshops which
followed.
Next week, the whole school will be exploring the stories
of Black people who lived in Britain during the Tudor
period. For now, read on to find out more about Paul
Stephenson and hear children’s reflections on the Bristol
Bus Boycott…

Paul Stephenson and the Bristol Bus Boycott

As told by Year 4 and transcribed by Juliet, Demi, Mimi, Maria and Ada

Year 1

Guy Bailey

It wasn’t fair that Guy wasn’t
allowed to drive the bus!
Daisy

I think Guy would
have felt sad when he
wasn’t allowed to do
the job he wanted to
do. When I’m older, I
want to work in a zoo
and if someone said I
couldn’t, I would feel
sad and also cross.
Memphis

A man called Paul Stephenson helped
everyone to be bus drivers, no matter
what the colour of your skin was.
Erica

Paul Stephenson
Guy Bailey wasn’t allowed to be a bus driver
because of the colour of his skin. He came from
Jamaica. Last year, we learnt all about the ship
that came from the Caribbean - the ‘Windrush’.
Fola

Year 2

The Bristol
Bus Boycott

Year 3

Paul Stephenson
was recognised for
his achievements
by the Queen, he
was given a Pride
of Britain award
and he had a train
named after him!
Phoebe

Paul Stephenson was inspired by
Rosa Parks (who we learnt about
last year in Year 2!). He got the
idea from the Montgomery Bus
Boycott to start the Bristol Bus
Boycott.
Logan

Paul
Stephenson
is inspiring
because he
wanted
everyone to
be treated
equally and
he fought
for that to
happen.
Gaia

Year 4

The plaque to remember
the Bristol Bus Boycott
can be found at the bus
station in Bristol. It has
one of Meridian's values
on it: equality. This
means everyone has the
same rights and should
be treated fairly.
Ben
Raghbir Singh &
Norman Samuels

I think that the plaque is important
because it helps us remember what
happened. What Paul Stephenson and
the protestors did helped change the
lives of people today.
Ada

It is important that
everyone gets the same
opportunities.
Sephy

The effect of the Bristol bus
boycott was that the bus
company lost more and more
money so they could not run
their company anymore. This
made people stop and listen to
the protests.
Sinead

The Race Relations Act made
sure that Black and Asian people
could not be discriminated
against in a public place. I think
boycotting is an effective way
to protest as it shows how much
it matters.
Aliya

Year 5
The plaque at
Bristol bus station

Year 6 also learnt that in 2020, during the global ‘Black Lives
Matter’ protests, some protestors in Bristol tore down a
statue of Edward Colston - a famous Bristolian who was
involved in the trans-Atlantic slave trade - and dumped it in
the harbour. Tens of thousands of people signed a petition
calling for a statue of Paul Stephenson to be put in its place.
The people of Bristol tore down
the statue of Edward Colston
because of his involvement in the
slave trade. They didn’t think he
deserved a statue.
Jayden
Lots of people think a statue of
Paul Stephenson should be
erected because he is more
worthy of representation and his
actions made a positive
difference to so many people.
Sara
I think we should remember and be
educated about people like Edward
Colston but they shouldn’t be
celebrated with statues.
Iga

Year 6
We need to remember the mistakes of
people like Edward Colston but I think
something like a picture of him or a sign
would be more appropriate to teach
people about what he did. A statue of
Paul Stephenson and Guy Bailey would be
better because they’re true role models.
Ayoola

Nursery and Reception have reflected on the fact that in the
past, all people weren’t always allowed to do the jobs they wanted
to do. After studying pictures of a diverse range of people doing
different professions, children shared their own aspirations for
the future. Reception acted these out in front of the class and
had fun guessing what each other want to be!

Nursery

I want to be a firefighter.
Dola
I want to be a fire chief!
Ziana

Look at me - I’m a doctor!
Kate
I want to be an astronaut in space.
Matin

Reception
I want to be a
dancer.
Asmi
I want to be a
jungle explorer.
Samuel
I want to be a
ninja!
Kienna
Both boys and girls
can be actors.
Dottie

I will be a firefighter! I will put out
the fire.
Casper
I want to explore other galaxies as
an astronaut.
Ivan

Diary Dates
2022-23 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich. The school
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
●
INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
●
INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
●
INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023
A comprehensive list of dates for the Autumn Term and key dates for the school year can be found on our
website: 2021-22 Term Dates. Please find below a copy of the dates for the next five weeks.
Year 6 parent/carers:
The closing date for secondary applications is 31st October 2022. If you would like to speak to Jo or
Jane about this, please contact the school office to arrange an appointment or speak to one of us on the
playground.
Year 2, 3 and 4 parents/carers:
Please ensure you have completed the consent form which was emailed out earlier this week for the
class trips happening at the end of next week by Monday.

Week beginning
10th October

Week beginning
17th October

Thursday 13th October

Year 3 trip to Deptford Creek

Thursday 13th October

Year 2 trip to Mudchute Farm

Friday 14th October

Year 4 trip to Deptford Creek

Friday 14th October

Year 3 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Wednesday 19th October

Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

Thursday 20th October

Nursery and Reception Autumn walk to Greenwich Park
in the morning

Thursday 20th October

Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm

Friday 21st October

Year 4 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Half Term: Monday 24th October 2022 - Friday 28th October 2022
Week beginning
31st October

Week beginning
7th November

Monday 31st October

Children return to school

Wednesday 2nd November

Year 5 trip to the Maritime Museum

Thursday 3rd November

Year 6 trip to the Maritime Museum

Friday 4th November

Year 2 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Wednesday 9th November

Year 1 London sightseeing tour on the Thames Clipper

Thursday 10th November

Nursery and Reception local walk in the morning

Friday 11th November

Year 1 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

