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Dear Parents/Carers,

Whilst scrolling through Past Prime Ministers - GOV.UK during Monday’s whole school assembly, 
children spotted that, up until now, all Britain’s prime ministers had been white (and mainly male).  They 
were keen to share a range of interesting viewpoints and facts about our past and present 
parliamentary leaders, but we were all agreed that Rishi Sunak is our first non-white Prime Minister, 
first British Asian Prime Minister and first Hindu Prime Minister, and that this was worthy of note.  
Indeed, as part of our living history, I believe it is important to recognise significant events such as 
these.  

Who knows whether one of our future prime ministers may have been within our assembly hall and how 
our children may make a difference to their future world in a myriad of other different ways.  Starting 
with making a difference to our school community, next week is Parliament Week at Meridian, and our 
new School Council will be elected by their peers.

Also exploring significant events in history, Year 5 and 6 visited the National Maritime Museum this 
week.  As Ofsted told Jane and me, at Meridian ‘a rich set of experiences are part of school life; every 
opportunity is taken where it comes.’  Key Stage 2 children certainly enhanced their Geography, English 
and Science learning by making the most of the opportunity to explore more about Antarctica and 
Shackleton’s journey towards the South Pole - do have a look at the photos on page 6 of this newsletter 
and on our Instagram page @meridianlearns.  As adults, I’m sure we can learn a lot from Shackleton’s 
persistence and from the rousing motivational speeches written by Meridian children!

A note from RBG re current government guidance on children who have a positive Covid test 
result: 
 
It is not recommended that children and young people are tested for COVID-19 unless directed to by 
a health professional. However, if a child or young person has a positive COVID-19 test result they 
should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for three days after the day they took 
the test, if they can. After three days, if they feel well and do not have a high temperature, the risk 
of passing the infection on to others is much lower. This is because children and young people tend to 
be infectious to other people for less time than adults.

Children and young people who usually go to school, college or childcare and who live with someone who 
has a positive COVID-19 test result should continue to attend as normal. The full guidance document 
can be accessed via the following link.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#C
hildren

And finally… a special mention to Year 2 children 
who I saw practising their public speaking in 
preparation for their first ever class assembly this 
week.  I am reliably informed that they delivered 
their lines clearly and confidently on Friday - well 
done, children!  Next week, it’s the turn of Year 1.

Have a lovely, if wet, weekend.

Best wishes,
Jo 

Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher

https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=ad763cd916&e=921ac12621
https://royalgreenwich.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353e66c91ca8d217125ad655c&id=ad763cd916&e=921ac12621


Keen readers in Nursery love diving into a good book, sharing stories with each other 
throughout the day as well as during carpet time.  This week, they have thoroughly 
enjoyed reading This is Our House by Michael Rosen and Bob Graham, in which George 
learns a lesson about the importance of sharing with others, no matter who they are.  
Children had great fun acting out the story together, with some children taking on the 
roles of the characters in the story and others becoming the ‘house’!  

Reception have been working hard this 
week to develop their speaking and 
listening skills.  To link with their 
Geography topic, they used Google 
Maps to explore the local area and 
thought about the places they enjoyed 
visiting.  Children then worked with a 
partner to ask them about where they 
like to go, listening to their answers 
carefully, before being challenged to 
report back their findings to the rest 
of the class! 

What have our children been learning about in English? 

Look, it’s a book about babies.
Ziana

Can I come in?
Aster 

It’s not 
George’s 
house!
Josephine 

This is my 
house!
Matin  

Lily went to the 
Maritime 
Museum. 
Samuel

Samuel goes to 
the playground. 
Lily 

Ali likes to go to 
Greenwich Park. 
Gautam

Nikita 
loves the 
DLR. 
Ivan 



Year 2 are particularly proud of the poems they have written and 
published, encapsulating London.  Having moved on to their new text, 
Claude in the City by Alex T. Smith, children wrote a letter in role as 
Claude describing some of his many adventures.  This week, the class 
have also been very busy practising their speaking and listening skills in 
preparation for their class assembly, working hard to memorise their 
lines and speak clearly with expression in their voices.  We’re sure all 
the families that joined us at this morning’s assembly will agree they 
did a brilliant job!

KS1 children have been busy this term producing a range of fantastic writing linked to 
their Geography topic about London.  Inspired by the text A Walk in London by Salvatore 
Rubbino, they have produced their own guidebooks of London in order to persuade tourists 
to visit landmarks such as Buckingham Palace and St James’ Park.  Writers in Year 1 have 
been working hard on their sentence construction, using their phonics knowledge to help 
them spell words and remembering to use capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.  
When researching the landmarks they would write about, the Rocking Horse Room 
particularly enjoyed pretending to be soldiers, marching at the same time while challenging 
themselves to sing the song ‘They’re changing guards at Buckingham Palace’!

Liepa, RHR, wrote:
Come to St James’ Park. You can have fun and you can explore. You must 
have a nap on the bench. After that, why not go to Buckingham Palace? 
You can take a stroll over the long, strong bridge. 

Hafsah, RHR, wrote:
Come to Buckingham Palace to see the 
tall soldiers playing music. 

Sofia, RHR, wrote:
Come to St James Park and 
have a nap on the grass.

I’m proud of the poem 
about London I wrote - I 
tried to include the names 
of all the landmarks I knew.
Alessa

I liked pretending to 
be Claude this week - 
he is such a funny 
character!
Reina

I liked rehearsing my line 
for the assembly this week 
and also learning the lines 
for the song. I think we all 
did really well!
Lachlan

Sean’s 
poem

Iris, Trixie 
& Alessa’s 
poems

Erica & Ella 
M’s letters



Throughout this term, Year 3 
and Year 4 have enjoyed reading 
The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne 
Cherry, a classic picture book 
about rainforest conservation 
which includes the important 
message that, “What happens 
tomorrow depends upon what 
you do today”.  This has inspired 
some fabulous writing, including 
a persuasive letter written from 
the perspective of the tree 
itself to the man who wants to 
chop it down, explaining the 
harm that would cause to the 
rainforest ecosystem.

This week, both classes 
have been planning to 
write their own 
newspaper reports about 
deforestation in the 
Amazon Rainforest.  
They have gathered 
information from a range 
of sources, including 
using Chromebooks to 
conduct research.  
Having explored the key 
features of newspapers, 
children challenged 
themselves to find all of 
these in a ‘First News’ 
article about 
deforestation. 

The opening of Phoebe’s letter, Y3

The opening and ending of Ben’s 
letter, Y4

I have used my own 
book about the Amazon 
to research lots of 
information about how 
deforestation is 
shrinking the 
rainforest.
Demi, Y4

Yeva, Y4, wrote: 
If you cut me down, animals will lose 
their homes. Without me, the hungry 
jaguar will have no food. Furthermore, 
the fantastic, dense rainforest will 
become a complete desert.

When an author is balanced in 
their writing, they do not take 
sides but show both points of view.
Jude, Y3

Newspapers use short headlines 
that tell you what the article is 
about.
Gaia, Y3

A lot of 
newspapers set 
out their writing 
in columns.
Shanzay, Y3

Newspaper 
articles 
often use 
photos and 
captions to 
add more 
detail.
Connor, Y3 



To tie in with their Geography topic this term, upper KS2 classes have been on a wild 
adventure to Antarctica with Sir Ernest Shackleton and his Endurance crew through 
exploring the book Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill.  This week, Year 5 have 
moved on to write their own biographies of Shackleton.  They started by comparing and 
contrasting the features of biographies and autobiographies.  In their writing, children 
have aimed to use a wide range of subordinating conjunctions for sequencing, to show 
cause and effect and to show opposition.

One of the most exciting moments in the text is when the ship is engulfed 
by pack ice in the Weddell Sea.  Children learnt that when this happened, 
Shackleton lifted the morale of his men by holding a celebration involving 
toasts, speeches and singing.  They enjoyed exploring the highs and lows 
of this moment through drama and used their imagined experiences to 
write motivational speeches in role as Shackleton with the purpose of 
inspiring the crew to keep pushing forwards towards their goal.  The 
Discovery Group looked at the power of repetition to add emphasis and 
create rousing moments in their speeches.  Year 6 aimed to use modal 
verbs in their writing to express the certainty of success and metaphors 
to inspire and motivate the crew!

A biography is 
when the story 
of someone’s 
life is written 
by someone 
else. 
Zayd, Y5

I used the subordinating conjunction 
‘because’ to show cause and effect.  I wrote:
At age 16, Shackleton joined the trading navy 
because he found school boring and wanted 
to see different places and meet different 
people around the globe.
Demid, Y5

Sam, Y5, wrote:
Shackleton had to turn back from his first expedition to 
the South Pole as he fell ill. Even though he failed, his 
team got closer than anyone ever had. On board the 
Nimrod in 1908, he voyaged to Antarctica yet again. When 
he returned to Britain, he received a knighthood and 
became known as Sir Ernest Shackleton.

Urte, Discovery Group, 
wrote:
My motivation has always 
been to walk across the 
Antarctic continent and 
make it back alive. Each one 
of you here reminds me of 
close brothers and you could 
never break the bonds that 
have been forged between 
us. Each man on this ship is 
fighting for our future. Keep 
your heads up now and our 
names will be written in 
history.

Reagan, Discovery Group, 
wrote:
Now it’s the time to show 
Antarctica we are stronger. 
It’s the time for warfare. 
Our rival, Antarctica, has 
tossed all it can at us but 
we are still standing! We 
can still fight! Today isn’t 
the day we cower. Today 
isn’t the day we accept 
defeat. Today is the day we 
press on and show our 
brawn, alive and free. It’s 
time to show Antarctica 
what we’re made of!

Sara, Y6, wrote:
I chose you all for a reason. Without 
every single one of you, we would not 
be here. Even if you don’t make it, we 
will be remembered as heroes and 
men who did the impossible. You are 
all so talented in different ways 
(some of you can even sing)! So 
please - find the strength I know you 
all have and push through! We will 
succeed!

Wilf, Y6, wrote:
Now it’s time for war! I can 
see the fear in Antarctica’s 
eyes. It’s thrown everything 
it’s got at us but now we can 
take action. Today’s not the 
day we surrender. Today’s 
the day we march forward 
and we will come out 
triumphantly. It’s time to 
meet our destiny.



Year 5 & 6 trip to the National Maritime Museum

We saw a snow knife. People 
use it to cut the ice into 
blocks so they can build 
their homes which are called 
igloos.
Chude, Y6

Look - it’s a 
portrait of 
Shackleton!
Jozef, Y5

I liked finding out 
about different types 
of shelters. The 
reason people live in 
igloos instead of tents 
is because they’re 
actually warmer. 
Material absorbs 
moisture so in really 
cold weather, tents 
become damp and cold.
Max, Y5

It was really interesting exploring all the 
galleries and I enjoyed everything. The 
people who live in the Arctic are called 
Inuits. They have to use the natural 
resources they have to make things. For 
example, they use bones to make tools 
rather than wood.
Amelie, Y6



Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:

● INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

A comprehensive list of dates for the Autumn Term and key dates for the school year can be found on our 
website: 2021-22 Term Dates.   Please find below a copy of the dates for the next four weeks.

Week beginning 
7th November

Wednesday 9th November Year 1 London sightseeing tour on the Thames Clipper

Thursday 10th November Nursery and Reception local walk in the morning

Friday 11th November Year 1 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning 
14th November

Wednesday 16th November Year 4 Greenwich Lantern Parade - after school

Thursday 17th November Year 2 London sightseeing tour on the Thames Clipper

Thursday 17th November Year 1,  Year 2 and Year 3 FROMS PJ & Popcorn Party 
after school (time TBC)

Friday 18th November Children in Need Pudsey Day

Week beginning 
21st November

Tuesday 22nd November Nursery Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 3 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Tuesday 22nd November Nursery and Reception FROMS PJ & Popcorn Party 
after school (time TBC)

Wednesday 23rd November Reception Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 1 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Thursday 24th November Year 4 Curriculum Open Morning 9:05am
Year 5 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Thursday 24th November Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 PJ & Popcorn Party after 
school (time TBC)

Friday 25th November Year 2 Curriculum Open Morning 9:05am
Year 6 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Week beginning 
28th November

All week Enterprise Week for children

Friday 2nd December Christmas Fair - after school

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates


Poppy Appeal 2022

Thank you for supporting this year’s Poppy Appeal.  As well as stick on poppies, there are a 
number of poppy themed items available with suggested donation prices alongside the images.  If 
you would like to purchase one of these items for your child, please send the money to school in a 
sealed envelope and at a suitable time during the school day, they will be brought to the office by 
a member of staff to choose their poppy product.  Poppies for your lapel will be available to buy in 
the playground at the start and end of the school day up to Friday 11th November.  All monies 
raised will go to the Royal British Legion.

The poppy is a well-known and well-established symbol, one that carries a wealth of history 
and meaning with it. Wearing a poppy is still a very personal choice, reflecting individual 
experiences and personal memories.

During WW1, much of the fighting took place in Western Europe. The countryside was 
blasted, bombed and fought over repeatedly. Previously beautiful landscapes turned to mud; 
bleak and barren scenes where little or nothing could grow.  There was a notable and striking 
exception to the bleakness - the bright red Flanders poppies. These resilient flowers 
flourished in the middle of so much chaos and destruction, growing in the thousands upon 
thousands.

Find out more about the Poppy Appeal here: Poppy Appeal | Armed Forces Charity | Royal 
British Legion

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal


Join our AGM Zoom Meeting using this link  
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRS
b2JOU0VETkxrQT09
Meeting ID: 573 938 0430 Passcode: 2LdCxg

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09


Places are limited so please book yours through your class rep

 or email fromsgroup@gmail.com 

mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com


Find out more about FROMS at our AGM  - Tuesday 8th November at 7pm on Zoom
Join our Zoom Meeting using this link:  
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
Meeting ID: 573 938 0430 Passcode: 2LdCxg

FROMS Fundraising Events Diary Date

Arts for School Project
Children’s Christmas artwork is sent home with an order code and website address so that 
parents can order Christmas cards, wrapping paper, tote bags and mugs with their 
children’s art on. A percentage of all sales goes to FROMS.

•Artwork sent home on 10th November
•Order your products by 23rd 
November
•Products ordered sent home from 
12th December

Wine Tasting @ Theatre of Wine
Sample a range of amazing wines and stock up for Christmas. A percentage of ticket and 
wine sales goes to FROMS. Please book tickets via your class reps or send an email to 
fromsgroup@gmail.com 

•25th November

PJ & Popcorn Parties
An after school event offered to all on a pay what you can/if you can basis, with a 
suggested donation of £3. Children can change into PJs, bring a cushion and blanket and 
get a bag of popcorn and drink of squash while watching a film. More details to follow 
after half term.

•Year 1 - Year 3: Thursday 17th 
November
•Nursery and Reception: Tuesday 22nd 
November
•Year 4 - Year 6: Thursday 24th 
November

Conran Estates corporate sponsorship of the Christmas Fair
FROMS invite parents and carers to have  Conran estate agency boards promoting the 
fair outside their homes to raise £25 per board for FROMS. Please let your class rep 
know if you are happy to have a board or send an email to fromsgroup@gmail.com 

•3-4 weeks from mid-November

Christmas Fair
FROMS organise all the non-Enterprise Week stalls including refreshments, craft and 
games stalls. We will need lots of volunteers to help make this event a success - please let 
your class rep know if you can help in any way.

•Friday 2nd December after school

Christmas Window Walk – Map & Sweet Bag Sales
On sale at the Christmas Fair or order via your class rep.

•3rd December – 1st January

Christmas Coin Challenge
Each class has a  bottle to collect coins. Copper adds to the total and silver subtracts. 
Bottles will be available every morning at drop off and  during the Christmas Performance 
refreshments. On the last day of term, every child gets 1 copper coin (1p) and 1 silver coin 
(5p) to put in a bottle of their choice. In exchange, children will receive a chocolate gold 
coin and/or a sticker. The class with the highest total wins a prize!

•12th December – 16th December

Christmas Performance Raffles KS1 & KS2
FROMS organise the raffle at the Christmas Performances. Monies raised from the 
raffle and programme sales go direct to school funds.
Any raffle prize donations welcome!

•KS1 14th December
•KS2 15th December

Santa rooftop landing & classroom Christmas presents •December - date TBC, subject to 
Santa availability!

FROMS ‘Christmas Party in a Box’ per class
FROMS class reps organise a party in the box for each class on the last day of term.

•16th December

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com
mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com



