
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 27th January 2023

Dear Parents/Carers,

Cultural capital is a phrase often referenced in the world of education 
today.  Ofsted defines this as ‘the essential knowledge that pupils 
need to be educated citizens, introducing them to the best that has 
been thought and said, and helping to engender an appreciation of 
human creativity and achievement.’  At Meridian, we aim to deliver a 
broad and balanced curriculum which enthuses children, ignites their 
curiosity and opens their minds to possibilities.  Located in a capital 
city with a world heritage site right on our doorstep, our school is well 
placed to access a wide and varied range of resources.  Indeed, this 
week has been a week of visits, visitors and performances! 

I was delighted to join the school choir on Monday evening when they 
took part in a concert at the O2 - what a great opportunity for the 
children to perform in this live music venue alongside many other 
schools and some very talented adult performers.  I was incredibly 
impressed by how well Meridian children had learned the words and 
actions to all the songs, and by their exemplary behaviour and 
resilience - it was a long day and a late night but very much enjoyed by 
all.  Very well done to the children, thank you to Nelly and Ellen for 
giving up their time to lead the choir each week, and thank you to all 
the families who came along to support the event.  Please see below 
for more photos and information.  

The school has a long-standing relationship with Trinity Laban and, this 
week, Year 5 took part in a music workshop with students from their 
music college.  Year 1 and Year 6 were out and about in London - Year 1 
visiting Mudchute Farm and Year 6 exploring the architectural 
delights of Westminster Abbey.  Last but by no means least, 
Reception performed their first class assembly - it is lovely to see our 
very young children having the opportunity to stand up in front of a 
large audience and to come together as a school community.  

And finally…  Thank you to the KS2 parents who supported parent 
reading this week.  Please have a look at the dates for your diary 
below.  There are a variety of school trips and parent workshops 
(E-safety and grammar) coming up as well as Parents’ Evening.  Further 
to my email from earlier this week, please note that the school is 
closed to all children next Wednesday due to the NEU Teachers’ 
strike.  

Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher



Foundation Stage children learn to make sense of their physical 
world and their community through opportunities to explore, 
observe and find out about different people and places.  This week, 
Nursery and Reception have had great fun learning all about how 
people around the world celebrate the Lunar New Year.  Having 
discovered that different countries celebrate this special festival 
in different ways, they talked about the special times that they 
celebrate with their family and friends.  After listening to the 
Chinese zodiac story of ‘The Great Race’, children thoroughly 
enjoyed acting this out and learning how to write the names of the 
animals in Cantonese.  They then showed great creativity by 
putting their cutting and folding skills into practise to create 
Chinese folding dragon puppets and lanterns!

What have our Foundation Stage children been learning about in 
the curriculum area Understanding the World this week?

The dragon 
is really long. 
It means 
good luck.
Kieanna

People around the world 
celebrate the Lunar New 
Year. Some people wear 
special clothes.
Noah

I saw 
fireworks.
Dola

The dragons were 
celebrating because 
of Lunar New Year.
Josephine

There are people under 
the dragon holding it.
Aurora

Nursery

Reception

I was born in the 
year of the dog.
Molly

My grandma 
and grandpa 
gave me 
lucky money!
Lucas



Year 3 and Year 4 have been very reflective while learning all 
about Sikhism this half term.  They read and listened to the 
story of Guru Gobind Singh and Bhai Kanhaiya, who tended to the 
wounded on the battlefield and was caught giving water to enemy 
soldiers.  Children discussed what this story teaches us about 
Sikh values, which led them to make comparisons with our own 
Meridian values.  They have also been learning about how Sikhs 
practise their faith in their daily lives. 

Year 1 and Year 2 have shown great enthusiasm for their RE lessons about Islam this half term and have been 
flexing their curious learning muscles by asking lots of thoughtful questions.  They have learnt about some of 
the beliefs that Muslims hold, the meaning of the Five Pillars of Islam and how Muslims show their respect for 
Allah in their everyday lives.   Children have also been learning about how Muslims use the Qur’an, and they 
enjoyed listening to some important stories found in it, such as 'The Prophet and the Ants' and 'The Crying 
Camel' which teach the importance of caring for animals.

What have our KS1 and KS2 children been learning about in RE?

Sitting on the 
floor together 
shows that 
we’re all 
equal.
Jude

Sikhs sit on the 
floor and share a 
meal together - 
it’s called the 
Langar.
Judy

‘Guru’ means 
teacher and the 
Gurdwara is 
where Sikhs go 
to worship.
Matthew

The story teaches us 
that everyone is equal 
before God.
Nefeli

The Sikh belief that 
everyone is equal mirrors 
our Meridian value of 
equality. The story also 
reflects our values of 
nurture and inclusion.
Mimi

I think that this story reflects our 
school rule of taking care of 
everyone and everything as the 
water carrier looked after all the 
wounded soldiers on both sides.
Reuben

Year 3

Year 4

Muslims believe that 
all Allah’s animals are 
important.
Emi

I am a Muslim - Allah 
really likes animals no 
matter how big or 
little they are.
Irtaza

Some Muslims pray 5 times 
a day.
Robita

Year 1

Year 2

I must use clean hands 
when holding the Qur’an. It 
is such a special book to me 
and it is written in Arabic.
Sumaiya

The five pillars of Islam tell us the most 
important parts of being a Muslim. For 
example, ‘sawm’ means that Muslims fast 
during the day during Ramadan so they 
can think about Allah. 
Iris

Mark Eli

Emi

Ella G

Sumaiya

Naomi



Year 5 and Year 6 have been 
learning about Christianity, 
with a particular focus on 
places of worship, and were 
excited to bring this learning 
to life on their recent visits 
to Westminster Abbey.  
Through touring the Abbey 
and exploring its history as a 
place of Christian worship, 
they were able to better 
understand the features of a 
church and what happens 
there.  Children then 
reflected on how and why 
Christians use places of 
worship to come together and 
grow in their faith.

When we were standing in the 
Nave, I realised that the 
Abbey is built in the shape of a 
cross! I think this is because 
the cross is an important 
symbol in Christianity.
Ali

The Abbey choir sings 
every day in the part 
of the church called 
the Quire. I think I 
would feel very nervous 
but also excited singing 
in front of so many 
people!
Maliyah

I think Westminster Abbey is 
sometimes called ‘the nation’s 
church’ because so many important 
events happen here, such as royal 
weddings and funerals.
Amy

Westminster Abbey is not 
just an important building 
for Christians in the UK - 
it’s important for Christians 
from other Commonwealth 
countries, such as Australia, 
South Africa and Canada.
Demid

The 
paintings 
here are 
like the 
ones I’ve 
seen in 
churches 
in 
Romania.
David

I found the scientists’ 
tombs and memorials to 
be most interesting as 
I never expected 
scientists to be in a 
church!
Jolie

I think Christians 
would feel close to 
God here - it’s 
magnificent and is an 
important place of 
worship.
Jemima

A church is a place where people who share a belief 
can come together to feel part of a community - it’s 
like when people who support a football team come 
together in the stadium and feel like they belong to 
a group.
Luke

Year 6

Year 5



Holocaust Memorial Day

KS2 children took part in an additional assembly this week to mark Holocaust Memorial Day.  
Marking this and other significant remembrance days in this way plays an important part in 
fostering one of our core school values, equality, and supports our ethos of valuing 
individuality and celebrating differences.  Children learnt that Holocaust Memorial Day is a 
day to remember the six million Jewish people who died during the Holocaust and those 
that have suffered in genocides that followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.  

The theme for this year is Ordinary People.  Children listened to the story ‘Nicky and Vera’ 
by Peter Sis, based on the real-life story of Sir Nicholas Winton MBE - who helped rescue 
669 mostly Jewish children from Czechoslovakia just before the outbreak of World War 
II - and Vera Gissing, one of the children he rescued.  Children considered how Ordinary 
People like Vera are victims in genocide; how Ordinary People like Nicky can be brave and 
stand up for others; and how Ordinary People are sometimes bystanders, who choose to 
ignore when discrimination is going on around them.  We ended the assembly by reflecting 
on how Ordinary People, such as ourselves, can challenge prejudice and discrimination that 
we might see in our everyday lives.

If somebody is treating 
someone else unfairly, you 
should speak up and tell 
them to stop. You should 
also tell a teacher. 
Betsy, Y3

Nicky saved hundreds of 
children - he was just an 
ordinary man but he was 
a really good person. 
Tyler, Y3

Our school value 
of equality 
means that we 
should never 
discriminate 
against anyone. 
Maria, Y4

I think Nicky’s story tells us that 
ordinary people can sometimes do 
extraordinary things. I visited 
Auschwitz when I went to Poland - it 
was really sad. 
Nefeli, Y4

I loved the illustrations in the book, especially 
of the trains that were taking the children 
from Prague to London. I think the theme 
‘Ordinary People’ reminds us that even if we 
have differences, we should all be treated the 
same - everyone matters.
Demid, Y5

Years later, Nicky and Vera were 
reunited on a TV show. Lots of the 
children who Nicky rescued wanted to 
say thank you to him for saving their 
lives.
Max, Y6

Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts 
on ParentPay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week.  The charge for 
Spring Term 1 is £74.25.  Payment should be made via ParentPay (our preferred payment option) or with cash 
or cheque via the school office - please send any cash or cheques into school in a sealed envelope with your 
child.  A reminder that ParentPay does not currently show a balance on dinner accounts.  If you want to check 
your child’s dinner account balance, please phone or email the school office. 

If your dinner account is in arrears, you will receive a text confirming the amount outstanding.  In these times 
of increased pressure on school funds, the school cannot carry debts.  If dinner balances are not paid in full or 
a regular repayment plan is not put in place, then dinners may be withdrawn.  If you are having trouble making 
these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or Kellie as soon as possible.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no charge 
for dinners.  

Thank you for your continued support. 



Choir ‘Young Voices’ concert at the O2

After many weeks of rehearsing, the Choir performed at the Young Voices concert at the O2 on Monday!  
Although we were quite nervous when we saw how high up our seats were, the children very soon got into the 
swing of the day and thoroughly enjoyed every minute.  The concert was filled with not only singing and  
dancing, but we also got to watch incredible performances of beatboxers, dancers, a brilliant violinist and 
even famous singer Heather Small - we were even lucky enough to join in during the chorus of her song 
‘Proud’!  The children sang incredibly well, and many of them are already counting down the days until next 
year!

Nelly Nickerson, Choir Leader

The beatboxers 
in the concert 
were amazing - I 
would like to be 
one when I’m 
older!
Gaia, Y3

The 
violinist was 
amazing and 
my 
favourite 
song is 
‘Rockstar’.
Natalia, Y3

I 
loved 
the 
giant 
disco 
ball!
Leo, 
Y3

I loved 
everything 
but the 
dancers 
were 
amazing. I 
just loved 
all the 
singing and 
dancing!
David, Y3



I fed Twiglet the cow who 

had a really long tongue!

Memphis

The donkeys had their 
own 
playground and they 
were racing each other!Eli 

I liked 
seeing the 
pregnant 
sheep the 
best. If 
they have 
one blue 
spot on 
them, they 
are having 
one lamb. A 
red spot 
means two 
and a green 
spot means 
three.
Robita 

Pigs are mammals because 
they breathe air through 
their lungs, they are warm 
blooded, they have four 
legs and they give birth to 
live babies.
Lana

Year 1 trip to Mudchute Farm and Park



Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the rest of the Spring Term.

Week beginning
30th January

All week Year 6 Levels 1 & 2 Cycle Training 

Wednesday 1st February NEU Teachers’ Strike - school closed

Thursday 2nd February Reception visit to the Old Royal Naval College - Tactile 
Tales

Friday 3rd February Nursery class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
6th February

Wednesday 8th February Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

Thursday 9th February Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm

Friday 10th February INSET Day 4 (staff training) - school closed to children

Half Term: Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February 2023

Week beginning 
20th February

Monday 20th February Children return to school

Tuesday 21st February E-safety workshop for parents/carers: 4:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 22nd February Nursery visit to the Old Royal Naval College - Tactile 
Tales

Wednesday 22nd February E-safety workshop for parents/carers: 9:30-10:30am

Thursday 23rd February Year 1 and Year 2 trip to The Golden Hinde

Thursday 23rd February Year 5 visit to the Globe Theatre

Friday 24th February Year 6 visit to the Globe Theatre

Week beginning 
27th February

Monday 27th February Year 3 and Year 4 Anglo-Saxon and Vikings workshop 

Thursday 2nd March World Book Day

Week beginning 
13th March 

For three weeks Our Arts Festival begins for children 

Tuesday 14th March Year 3 and Year 4 trip to Alyth Reform Synagogue

Friday 17th March Comic Relief Red Nose Day

Week beginning 
20th March 

Tuesday 21st March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
4:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 22nd March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
9:30-10:30am

Easter Holiday: Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates



