
Whole School Newsletter

Friday 29th April 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

‘I love this school!’ announced a visitor to Meridian this week.  ‘There’s art everywhere.’  There is certainly

an awful lot of art in the middle hall right now - gathered from every class by teachers and TAs to create

our first physical Arts Festival Exhibition in some time - a significant step forward in our journey towards

normality!  The children’s collages, inspired by the legends of King Arthur, depict a diverse range of knights

in printed woodland settings and, of course, are joined by some wonderful writing. All parents/carers (and

extended family members) are invited to come and see the Arts Festival Exhibition and read

children’s collections of short quest stories on the dates and times below.

Arts Festival Exhibition Opening Times:

● Wednesday 4th May 3.15pm (Please note, Y4’s work will be available to view from Friday 6th May.)
● Friday 6th May 8.30am and 3.15pm

● Monday 9th May - Thursday 12th May 3.15pm

● Friday 13th May 8.30am and 3.15pm

● Monday 16th May 8.30am and 3.15pm

● Tuesday 17th May until Friday 27th May 8.45am and 3.15pm

What is a geographer?  What is a scientist?  This was the theme of Monday’s assembly when we talked

about our new topic ‘Growth in Greenwich’.  The children seemed most interested in Google Earth upon

which a very reliable Year 6 child was able to zoom in on London despite me inadvertently spinning the globe

in all directions beforehand!  The children also reflected on climate change and Giles (Science Lead) talked

about the findings of a project we were involved in pre-Covid when children measured pollution in the local

area with a scientist (some of you will remember this!).  We talked about some of the things we can do to

help our planet such as scooting, cycling or walking to school, even if this is just part of the way.

Curriculum maps with more detail about this term’s learning will be sent home to you very soon.

On Tuesday, Year 5 children were a little surprised (and a little

inconvenienced) to find a group of teachers from local nursery, primary and

secondary schools on the roof during their playtime.  Had the children

appeared an hour later, they would have been even more surprised to see

the grown-ups racing their hand-made motorised vehicles on the astro-turf!

The teachers were taking part in a training day focussed on Design and

Technology as part of our GCSP (Greenwich Community Schools Partnership)

PTI (Princes Trust Institute) hub.  Essentially, the hub is bringing schools

together to strengthen professional development opportunities.  Our

speaker on Tuesday was Ryan Ball from the D & T Association.  We have

another day planned for May - this time on Science.  As always, I look

forward to seeing the learning of grown-ups filter down into the children’s curriculum.

Thanks to the work of Kellie, our School Business Manager, coaches from ProInfinity

and Charlton Athletic will return to Meridian from 9th May to support a range of

lunchtime and after school activities.  These are designed to encourage children to be

even more active within and outside the school day and to develop their sporting skills.

More information to follow.  Another step towards normality and school life pre-Covid.

And finally… just a reminder that Polling Day is next Thursday, 5th May.  School will

be closed to all children apart from Year 6 (Jane is writing to all Y6 parents

separately today).

Best wishes,

Jo

Jo Graham  - Headteacher



Within our whole school theme ‘Growth in Greenwich’, what have our children been learning about

in Geography this week?

Foundation Stage children have begun to develop

their geographical knowledge by exploring the

school grounds. Nursery thought about the

permanent features of their outdoor classroom

and drew these onto a map.  Flynn then added an

‘X’ to the map so that it became a treasure map -

this resulted in a very exciting hunt for treasure

around the garden!

Reception have been comparing two contrasting environments and thinking

about how they are similar and different.  They began by using their senses to

explore the Green Garden at school and then compared this to the amazing

Italian Garden at Hever Castle.  Children were amazed to hear so many

different birds (including some very friendly ducks!) and see so many beautiful

flowers.  They also took the opportunity to practise their map-reading skills whilst at Hever, navigating their

group around the grounds by looking for key points such as the castle or a water fountain.

Year 1 and Year 2 have begun their topic by learning some of the map skills that will help them to investigate

Greenwich.  They drew and labelled their very own compasses and described the location of different

landmarks on a map using directional language and four-point compass directions.  Children have also begun to

explore the landmarks that can be found in our local area and, in doing so, discussed the difference between

human and physical features.

Both classes took the opportunity to

further develop their Geography skills

whilst at Hever Castle

today: Year 1 noticed

the differences

between the gardens in

Kent and our local park

in Greenwich, and Year 2

enjoyed successfully

navigating themselves

around the maze!



This term, Year 3 and Year 4 will learn more about our local area with a focus on its place within our wider

capital city.  They began by discussing what the word growth could mean when we are discussing our local area.

Children then used Google Earth to explore

the various features that surround our

school, describing where they are in

relation to our school using eight-point

compass directions.  They have also begun

to make observations about the use of land

in Greenwich, noticing that there is a lot

more green space compared to other areas

of London!

Year 5 and Year 6 have begun their topic this term by

recapping their prior Geography learning.  Year 6 enjoyed

applying their knowledge of continents, hemispheres and

compass directions by playing a game of ‘Guess the

country’.  The class found that some places were easier to

guess than others as Ivan’s chosen country proved a

tricky challenge!  Here are some of the clues he gave his

classmates - can you guess which country it is?

On digital maps and in an atlas, both classes began their new

topic by locating major cities of the UK. They used a

topographic map to explore the different mountain ranges and

other physical features of England, Scotland, Wales and

Northern Ireland.  Children have also started to locate

different counties in the UK in preparation for Year 5’s work

around Wiltshire and Year 6’s comparison of London and Kent.



Payments

Please continue to make payments for any outstanding charges relating to dinners, Play Club and Breakfast

Club.

Dinner Accounts

If you have received a text or email with details about what is owing on your account, please pay the amount

outstanding as soon as possible.  The balance does not show on ParentPay - please contact the office if you

need to know your up-to-date balance.

The cost of dinners for Summer Term 1 is £74.25.

Please note that dinners are free for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and those entitled to free school
meals.

If you are having any difficulty paying, please talk to Jo or Kellie by calling the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.

Key events:

Monday 2nd May - May Day Bank Holiday

Tuesday 3rd May - Year 3 and Year 4 trip to Hever Castle

Wednesday 4th May - Meridian Arts Festival Exhibition opens

Thursday 5th May 2022 - The school is being used as a polling station and will be closed to all pupils except Y6

(Y6 parents/carers - please see separate email)

Half Term Holidays: Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June inclusive

Monday 6th June - first day of Summer Term 2

Friday 22nd July - last day of 2021-22 school year

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates/3

