
Whole School Newsletter

Friday 3rd December 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

‘Jo?’ beamed a Year 1 child as she stopped me on the stairs on Thursday.  ‘I love

Father Christmas!’  We concluded that pretty much everyone (even grown-ups and KS2

children!) loves a visit from Father Christmas.  We were therefore delighted that he

took time out from his busy schedule to come to Meridian this week.  He left his

reindeer on the school roof and visited every classroom during a live virtual assembly.

Once we had proved it wasn’t Mark or Darryl (by getting them on camera with Father

Christmas!), everyone settled down to enjoy their presents.  Because of course, as a

Year 2 child announced to Jane last year, ‘If you don’t believe, you won’t

receive!’  A big thank you to Father Christmas’s elves who sourced and wrapped

these gifts for every child - they were much appreciated!

We remain determined to provide children with the opportunity to take part in

a Christmas Performance this year.  However, we want to be realistic about

what we can offer parents/carers: during these changeable times, we want to

avoid last minute cancellations, disappointment and stress; large gatherings of

children and parents in the school hall are potentially unwise right now and

smaller gatherings would mean children having to perform multiple shows.  We

have therefore decided on the following:

● We will invite all parents/carers to a virtual assembly where children will sing.  This will be

streamed live in the last week of term - more details to follow next week.

● We will record paired year group Christmas performances and upload these to Google

Classroom in time for you to watch over the Christmas holidays.  (By being able to zoom in on

performers, you may see your child more clearly than you would have from the back of a hall!)

● We will plan to run Curriculum Open mornings in the Spring term - inviting parents/carers into

school to see what their children have been learning in person.

Other Christmas events for children to look forward to are Christmas Dinner (Wednesday 8th

December for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 and Thursday 9th December for Nursery, Reception, Y1 & Y2) and a

virtual pantomime afterwards.  If they wish, children can wear their Christmas jumpers for these

events, and popcorn will be provided by FROMS for the panto.

In other news, we are juggling staff absence within the context of the very limited supply agency cover

available right now.  Thank you to staff for their flexibility in covering a range of roles and maintaining

as much normality as possible for children during Enterprise Week (please see more news about

children’s learning below).  Children will advertise and sell their products through an online booking

form, starting next week.  I’m also happy to say that Year 1 and Year 2 enjoyed their virtual Museum of

London workshop on Monday and Year 4 loved their second visit to Woolwich Works today to watch a

performance of the Little Prince by Protein Dance.

And finally... we have been reviewing our health and safety policies.   Please can you ask children to

dismount from scooters and bicycles on the playground and push rather than ride these on school

grounds.  Also, in line with other Greenwich schools, we will be returning to our policy of no dogs (except

assistance dogs) on school premises, including the playground, with effect from Monday 6th December.

This means no ‘dogs in arms’ as well as no dogs on foot.  Thank you for your support and understanding in

these health and safety matters.

Have a lovely weekend.

Best wishes, Jo - Jo Graham, Headteacher



What have our children been learning about this week?

This week, our Meridian entrepreneurs have been designing, producing and marketing their Enterprise Week

products for sale.  Here’s a sneak peek into what has been going on behind the scenes...

Nursery have found a

solution to help people

not to use boring old

plastic bags which are

bad for the planet -

their very own, uniquely

decorated tote bags!

Children experimented

with different media and

materials before deciding

to use fabric paints to

create the desired effect

for their designs.  Some

of these were influenced

by their Time Detectives

topic and others by

Jackson Pollock!

The Reception classroom has been a hive of

activity this week as children have been

developing their mixing, pouring, threading,

cutting, rolling and tying skills.  They had lots

of fun deciding what to call their play dough

company before thinking carefully about what

is a reasonable price to charge for each bag of their fabulous

dough.

Year 1 have been busy proudly creating an array of

high quality, original products including necklaces,

pins and keyrings.  They started by creating their

own designs, which they transferred onto plastic

sheets ready for production.  As well as developing

their tracing and cutting skills, children have applied

their Maths learning about length to carefully

measure their products using a ruler.

Year 2 (known as Santa’s Workshop
this week – their company name!)

have had a very productive

Enterprise Week designing and

making salt dough Christmas

decorations.  After considering how

their product could be both

purposeful and appealing, they

made salt dough and shaped it using

a variety of different tools.  Once

baked, children painted and glazed their decorations,

added strings so they could be hung, and packaged their

products with their company logo.

To calculate the costs of all the

items they purchased, they

have consolidated their Maths

learning about money by

identifying different coins and

notes, as well as counting up

amounts in pounds and pence.



Year 3 - or Santa’s Secret
Spectacular Crafty Christmas
Crew as they’ve been known this

week! - have been developing their

design, cutting and sewing skills to

make a range of unique, hand-crafted keyrings and

bag charms.  To do this, they have flexed their

Meridian Learning Muscles, showing amazing

persistence and focus to refine their running and

blanket stitches.  Children have also been developing

their mathematical reasoning skills by debating

what is the most profitable price they can sell their

products for while still offering value for money for

the customer!

Our enterprising Year 4

children have become The Page
People this week!  After deciding

that for a product to sell well it

needs to look attractive and be

useful, they voted on different

product ideas with corner

bookmarks being the winner.

When designing their bookmarks, children created two

different designs to target different groups of

customers so that they could try to sell to as many

people as possible!

There have been some excellent Maths

skills on show too, with children using

their times tables facts to calculate

costs and using bar models to help them

calculate profit margins!

Year 5 have really thrown themselves into

their enterprise this week and have had great

fun producing their friendship bracelets ‘Mr.
Twister’s Wristbands’.  They thought carefully

about how to create a product that would be

marketable, considering designs and colour

schemes that would work well together.

Children have shown great attention to detail

in making their bracelets, developing their

braiding and knotting skills to create different

patterns and to ensure a professional finish.

In Maths, children

explored the difference

between revenue and

profit.  After calculating

their costs, they

evaluated different

profit margins and then used this information

to create projections - these informed their

final decision about their product’s price!

This week, Year 6 have become…

Plants ‘N’ Pines! Regrow. Replant. Recover.
After recapping their previous Science learning about seed

germination, they have designed logos, measured soil and

created origami seed packs in order to create their own plant

kits, complimented by a bonus pinecone Christmas decoration.

As environmentalists and entrepreneurs, children evaluated

their ideas at every stage and made many changes along the

way - by voting, of course!

Throughout the week, the class have put

their Maths skills to the test - multiplying

and dividing with decimals, calculating their

costs and weighing up which items to buy

and how much to sell their product for.  They have shown

excellent reasoning skills too while pitching their chosen price

to the class with mathematical evidence to support their

thinking.



Royal Greenwich SEND Local Offer Newsletter

If your child has SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities), please see the special Christmas edition

of RBG’s SEND Local Offer Newsletter which is attached to this email.  This includes information about

relaxed sessions at the Queen’s House ice rink for those who need a calmer, more relaxed environment to get

the most out of their visit, and top tips for a calm Christmas for children with special needs.

Christmas Dinner

Donna and her team will be serving up their annual festive treat on the

following days:

Wednesday 8th December for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6

Thursday 9th December for N, R, Y1 & Y2

Thank you to those packed-lunchers who have booked a Christmas Dinner;

please remember to log into ParentPay to pay £2.75.

A reminder that if you are in Rec, Y1 and Y2 or are entitled to Free School Meals, payment is not required.

Primary School Applications

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018, they will start school in September

2022.  You need to apply for a primary school place via the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The deadline for

applications is 15th January 2022.

As part of the application process for the Reception Class intake for September 2022, we are hosting a

number of tours for prospective parents.  This is a chance to see the school in action, meet our Headteacher,

Jo, and ask any questions you might have about the admissions process.

The remaining tours start at 9.30am and will take place on the following dates:

Wednesday 8th December Thursday 6th January 2022

Tuesday 11th January 2022

Please note that numbers will be limited on each tour.  Please contact the office if you would like to book a

place on one of these tours.

More details about applying for a primary school place can be found here:

Primary school admission guide | Apply for a primary school place

Help with applications

If parents and carers require any help or advice in relation to their applications, please talk to Jo.

Alternatively, you can attend an online session with the Royal Borough of Greenwich:

● RBG Primary Admissions online session: Monday 10 January - Friday 14 January 2021 10am - 12pm

To book a 30 minute online slot, please contact the Families Information Service helpline on 020 8921 6921 or

email fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk.  You will be sent joining details once booked on.  (If you are unable to attend,

it is really important to cancel your booking as this will enable them to offer it to another family.)

For further details, contact the Families Information Service.

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place
mailto:fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200234/children_young_people_and_families/1980/families_information_service


Payments

Please continue to log into your Parent Pay accounts to pay any money

owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club etc.  Thank you.

The cost of school dinners for Autumn Term 2 (up to 16/12/21) is £93.50.  Thank you for the payments

received this week for dinners.  Please can all remaining parents/carers make their payment as soon as

possible.  If you want to check your child’s dinner account balance, please contact Sharon or Gemma in the

office.

If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will
need to supply a packed lunch from home instead.  If you are having trouble making these payments,
please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no charge
for dinners.

Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.

The school allocates five training days (INSETs) and children do not attend school on these days:

Training days for 2021-2022 are:

INSET 1 - Wednesday 1st September 2021

INSET 2 - Thursday 2nd September 2021

INSET 3 - Friday 3rd September 2021

INSET 4 - Tuesday 4th January 2022

INSET 5 - to be confirmed

Key events:

Monday 6th December - Y3 visit to the Old Royal Naval College Chapel to sing

Wednesday 8th December - Christmas Dinner for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 followed by digital Christmas pantomime

and popcorn event - see FROMS flyer below for more info!
Thursday 9th December - Christmas Dinner for Nursery, Reception, Y1 & Y2 followed by digital Christmas

pantomime and popcorn event - see FROMS flyer below for more info!

Thursday 16th December - last day of Autumn Term 2

Friday 17th December - Monday 3rd January 2022- Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 4th January 2022 - INSET Day 4

Wednesday 5th January - first day of Spring Term 1

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates/3





