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Dear Parents/Carers,

I was lucky enough to go on the Year 5 trip to Westminster Abbey 
earlier this week.  While the focus of this visit was primarily to support 
the children’s RE (Religious Education) learning around Christian places of worship, 
it was impossible to ignore the rich history and artistic merits of this fascinating 
building where some of the most significant people in Britain's history are buried 
or commemorated.  As the final resting place of thirteen queens and seventeen 
kings, there was much to see linked to our current whole school topic, not least 
the Coronation Chair which has been used for every monarch since 1066 and will 
be used again in May at the coronation of King Charles III.  But you can never 
really anticipate what will capture children’s imagination the most: who would have 
guessed Britain's oldest door - most likely constructed in the 1050s for St 
Edward the Confessor - would hold such strong appeal?!

新年快乐
Xīnnián kuàilè 

恭喜发财
Gong hei fat choy

Next Thursday is our termly parent/carer 
reading session for Key Stage 2 classes - 
please do come along from 8:50-9:20am if you 
are able to.  Parents’ Evening for all classes 
will be held on Wednesday 8th and Thursday 
9th February.  This will be an opportunity for 
you to talk to your child’s teacher about their 
progress and see some of their work.  Please 
see the email that went home earlier today 
about this to book your appointment.

Have a lovely weekend, and Happy Lunar New 
Year to all our families who are celebrating!

Best wishes,
Jane 
Jane Sneddon - Head of School

As my group was exploring the beautiful Lady Chapel, I was stopped by a tourist from Germany who 
informed me that she had seen lots of school groups at the many London attractions she’d visited that 
week, and that she was of the opinion that Meridian children were by far the best-behaved she’d 
encountered.  ‘They are so polite and courteous,’ she added, ‘you must be very proud of them.’  We certainly 
are - well done, Year 5!  Next week is Year 6’s turn to visit.  You can read both classes’ thoughts on 
Westminster Abbey in next week’s newsletter, where our ‘What We’ve Been Learning’ section will focus on 
children’s learning in RE.  In the meantime, do take a look below at what Meridian mathematicians across the 
school have been learning about in their Maths lessons this week.

It has been impossible to walk around the school building this 
week without hearing the dulcet tones of the KS2 Choir who 
have been squeezing in additional rehearsals ahead of their 
Young Voices concert at the O2 on Monday.  The children, Nelly 
and Ellen have been working very hard at learning the many 
songs and dance moves, and their excitement is palpable - 
spectating parents/carers are in for a real treat!  Elsewhere, 
other after school clubs resumed this week, including some new 
ones for the new term.  I popped my head into Joanie’s KS1 D&T 
(Design and Technology) Club on Thursday to find the children 
enthusiastically evaluating a range of hand puppets.  They were 
delighted to find out that their first project, to be carried out 
over the next few weeks, will be to make one of their own.



Nursery have spent this week developing their number 
recognition and counting skills by hunting for numbers in 
their classroom and the Foundation Stage garden!  They 
searched high and low for hidden number cards between 
1 and 5.  Once they’d identified the number on the card, 
children then set about finding the corresponding 
number of objects.

Reception have been practising subitising 
which is the skill of recognising a 
quantity of objects without counting how 
many there are.  They particularly 
enjoyed playing dice games where they 
could put their subitising skills into 
practice.  Children took ‘pictures’ of dot 
patterns and had fun recreating them.  
They also rolled dice outside to tell them 
how many paces to jump along the 
numberline.   

Year 1 mathematicians have been learning 
all about subtraction.  They have been 
using their knowledge of number facts to 
find missing parts on the part-whole model; 
they’ve used ‘first, now and then’ number 
stories to help them visualise when a part 
is taken away; and they’ve been practising 
crossing out to subtract.  Children have 
been very resourceful when using 
apparatus and jottings to help work out 
their answers.

What have our children been learning about in Maths this week? 

I made four balls.
Nia

I need three things.
Ewan

Three pencils!
Matin

Subitise means 
you don’t count 
but you see the 
number. 
Annabelle 

4 outside and 1 
in the middle - 
4 and 1 is 5. 
Otis

I know it’s 6 
because 3 and 3 
makes 6. 
Dottie

I can subitise 3 on a 
dice because it looks 
like the side of a 
mountain. 
Samuel  

When 
we add, 
we add 
two 
parts 
that 
make a 
whole 
but 
when we 
take 
away, 
the 
whole 
gets 
smaller.
Kritika

You can cross 
things out to help 
you subtract.
Maya 

Oran 

Bea 

“Part, part… whole!”



The Rocking Horse Room have been 
consolidating their learning about the 
difference between addition and 
subtraction and are starting to recognise 
the symbols for each operation.  They have 
enjoyed playing board games using dice and 
cubes as apparatus to help them to visualise 
when they need to add more cubes to their 
tower or take them away.  Children have also 
started to explore multiplication, which they 
began by learning how to recognise equal and 
unequal groups. 

Keen mathematicians in Year 2 have been continuing to 
develop their multiplication skills by using the process of 
repeated addition.  They have worked on using both the 
addition and multiplication signs to represent number 
problems and have drawn their own arrays to reflect these.  
Children are now moving on to division, where they will revise 
how to group numbers equally and apply their knowledge by 
solving practical worded problems.

Curious learners in Year 3 have been multiplying a two digit number by a one 
digit number.  They have been exploring the different ways they can 
represent this: through cubes and base 10 on a place value chart and using 
the formal column method.  They have also been looking at how they can 
partition a two digit number into 10s and 1s to make tackling a multiplication 
question more manageable.  After using concrete resources to assist their 
multiplying, children then applied their knowledge into different 
problem-solving questions, working systematically and drawing on their 
understanding of place value to find the answers. 

You need to count how many groups there are first 
then count how many are in each group. This is 5 equal 
groups of teddies with 5 teddies in each group. 
Jake

When you put things into equal groups, you always 
need to make sure that you check that there are 
the same amount in each group.
Liepa

Liepa

Blaise

Iris

I now know that 
when you write 
multiplication 
number sentences, 
you can change the 
position of the 
numbers at the 
start and the 
answer will be the 
same. For example, 
3 x 10 is the same 
as 10 x 3!
Fola

Multiplication is the same as repeated 
addition; we group our numbers equally.
Iris

I know my 2 times 
table now! I can show 
you 2 x 9 or 2 x 8 as a 
number picture. 
Sophia S

When we group 
numbers in 2s, our 
answers will always 
be even!
Ella G

The person answering this question has not exchanged properly. 2 
tens from 7 x 3 should be added to the 6 tens from 2 x 3 making 
the answer 81.
River 

I knew that I would have to try lots 
of different combinations of 
numbers until I could find the 
answer that was closest to 100!
David



Year 4 have been recapping 
how to multiply two-digit 
numbers by one-digit 
numbers.  After revisiting 
informal methods, such as 
using part-whole models 
with base ten equipment and 
place value charts, they 
have been very focussed on 
securing their use of the 
formal written method for 
multiplication.  Children have 
then applied this to solving 
some tricky problems, using 
their reasoning skills to 
identify, explain and correct 
mistakes. 

Enthusiastic mathematicians in Year 5 
are thoroughly enjoying getting stuck 
into fractions!  Having already 
subtracted fractions with the same 
denominator, this week they moved on 
to subtracting fractions where one 
denominator was a multiple of the 
other, applying the same skills they 
learned for adding fractions of this 
type previously.  Using pictorial 
representations such as bar models 
and number lines to support their 
understanding, children chose the 
method they preferred for tackling 
problems involving both proper and 
improper fractions.

The Discovery Group have been learning how to 
multiply integers by mixed numbers and 
applying their understanding of how to multiply 
fractions to solve multi-step problems.  
Children have also flexed their reflective 
learning muscle when explaining their reasoning.

I think just showing the exchange happening on one line is 
more efficient than writing each step on two lines because 
it saves time and I can find the answer quicker. 
Allison

I can show 
my under-
standing of 
an 
exchange 
taking place 
by writing 
it at the 
bottom of 
the 
columns. 
Polina

I can 
follow the 
rules of 
first 
multiplying 
the ones 
column, 
then 
multiplying 
the tens 
and finally 
adding my 
totals 
together. 
Wiktoria 

I really enjoy when I get 
to think logically in maths. 
Finding the correct 
problem-solving strategy 
for a given question allows 
me to demonstrate my 
ability to solve complex 
problems!
Joseph

Fractions must 
have the same 
denominator 
before they can 
be subtracted.
Dean

The 
denominator 
has been 
multiplied by 
four, so the 
numerator has 
to be multiplied 
by four for the 
fractions to be 
equivalent.
Zayd

I solved a multi-step problem involving 
fractions. First, I found the area of a 
large shaded rectangle and then the 
area of an unshaded section inside. I 
then had to subtract the unshaded area 
from the shaded area, converting the 
denominators to make the calculation 
more manageable. 
Urte

When I was multiplying a mixed number 
by an integer, I turned the mixed 
number into an improper fraction first 
before multiplying as I found this the 
most efficient method. 
Fabien

When I was multiplying mixed numbers 
by integers, I found it easier to 
partition my mixed number first and 
solve the problem in two parts.  
Jonny

Polina



Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the rest of this half term.

Week beginning
23rd January

Monday 23rd January KS2 Choir Young Voices Concert at the O2

Tuesday 24th January Year 1 trip to Mudchute Farm

Tuesday 24th January Year 6 RE trip to Westminster Abbey

Thursday 26th January KS2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6) parent/carer 
reading session 8:50 - 9:20am

Friday 27th January Reception class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
30th January

All week Year 6 Levels 1 & 2 Cycle Training 

Thursday 2nd February Reception visit to the Old Royal Naval College - Tactile 
Tales

Friday 3rd February Nursery class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
6th February

Wednesday 8th February Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

Thursday 9th February Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm

Friday 10th February INSET Day 4 (staff training) - school closed to children

Resourceful learners in Year 6 have also been busy learning to calculate with fractions.  They have been 
multiplying fractions by integers, mixed numbers and now by other fractions!  The class investigated what 
happens to a fraction when it’s multiplied by another fraction through paper folding and then visual 
representations.  Once they had done this, they noticed that you can multiply the numerator by the numerator 
and denominator by the denominator to calculate the answer.  Children then simplified the fraction where 
possible!

I calculated ¼ x ½ by folding 
the paper into quarters and 
then folding one of the 
quarters in half. I shaded one 
of those halves and saw it 
was ⅛ of the sheet so ¼ x ½ is 
⅛. When you multiply a 
fraction by a fraction, you’re 
finding a fraction of a 
fraction!
Abigail

When you multiply two 
integers, the product is 
always something greater but 
when you multiply two 
fractions, you end up with 
something smaller because a 
bigger denominator shows a 
smaller fraction.
Celeste

Amelie

Ayoola

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates

