Whole School Newsletter
Friday 14th October 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
On Friday morning, Jane may have expressed a modicum of reluctance at the idea of donning galoshes
and wading in water with Year 4. By 10am, she appeared to have recovered her Meridian spirit and sent
me a photo of her posing very enthusiastically in full waterproofs. Indeed, the whole of Year 3 and
Year 4 had a marvellous time wading in Deptford Creek as part of their geography topic this week. It’s
often good to try something new! Year 2 also had a great time at Mudchute Farm - photos of all these
trips are below - which seems like a good time to mention that we have secured a date for our Year 2
and Year 6 annual camping trip. On Wednesday 6th to Friday 7th July, Y2/6 children and staff
will spend two nights at Bentley Copse in Surrey - more information to follow.
Year 3 showed great energy and confidence in their whole school assembly this morning. Almost every
subject in the national curriculum was squeezed into their presentation, and I was particularly
impressed by their rainforest soundscape - created artfully through a variety of body percussion and
voices. Well done, Year 3!
The whole week was busy with children deepening their understanding of Black British history (do have
a look below at their impressive writing, drama, research skills and artwork) and lots of visitors: today I
showed another headteacher and an art lead around the school’s wide collection of artwork. They were
suitably impressed, and it was nice to show off a little. Prospective parents/carers were similarly
impressed by children across the school on Tuesday: Nursery and Reception children were very engaged
in their learning and, with no time to stop for visitors, carried on their play, weaving in and out of our
tour group in their outdoor classroom. KS1 children confidently explained the use of number lines in
aiding subtraction, and Year 5 and Year 6 children read persuasive writing linked to Shackleton. As
always, our visitors were captivated by the comments the children made (never rehearsed and often
interesting!) and their excellent behaviours for learning.
In other business, I am delighted to announce that Annelie, Year 3 mum, has answered my plea in last
week’s newsletter and is taking on the important responsibility of FROMS Chair - thank you!
And finally… Please can I remind all parents/carers that the school gate opens at 8:45am each morning
and the school day starts at 8:50am for all year groups, except Nursery and Reception which begins
at 9:00am. Children arriving after this time are late and are missing out on important learning time.
We appreciate your support in helping children have a prompt and positive start to their school day.
There is one more week left of this half term, and we break up on Friday 21st October at the usual
time for one week.
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham, Executive Headteacher

What have our children been learning
about in the second week of
Black History Month?

The Westminster
Tournament Roll, 1511

To continue our theme of ‘hidden figures’ of Black British
history, this week each key stage explored the life of a
different Black person during the Tudor period. Meridian
historians not only learnt about the individual’s life and
story, but also explored the primary sources through
which we know of that person’s existence.
A recommended read for any grown-ups
interested in finding out more is Miranda
Kaufmann’s ‘The Black Tudors: An Untold
Story’; David Olusoga’s excellent book for
children ‘Black and British: an Illustrated
History’ is also highly recommended.

Nursery

Nursery and Reception learnt about John
Blanke, a trumpeter in the royal court of King
Henry VIII. They carefully studied an image
of the Westminster Tournament Roll from 1511
and discovered that it includes a portrait of
John. In fact, it is the earliest portrait of a
named Black person in British history! Children
found out that, after petitioning Henry VIII
for a pay rise, John became the best paid
musician in the whole of England. After
reflecting on how John would have felt about
this (and watching this video to inspire them:
John Blanke the black trumpeter - Primary
History), both classes thoroughly enjoyed
pretending to be Tudor musicians themselves!

His name is
John
Blanke.
Chris Stijn

I am
playing
the drum!
Nia

I rode a horse just like
John Blanke. It was
brown.
Gautam

We know about John Blanke because there is an old
drawing of him riding a horse and playing the trumpet.
Molly

Reception

How did he
ride a horse
AND play
the trumpet
at the same
time?!
Noah

Year 1 and Year 2 heard the fascinating tale of Jacques Francis, a Tudor salvage
diver. Born on a small island off the coast of West Africa, Jacques was an excellent
diver whose skills were highly sought after in England where most people at that time
could not swim. When the Mary Rose - King Henry VIII’s favourite ship - sank in 1545,
Jacques was a member of the crew who were tasked with retrieving the ship’s lost
treasures, particularly the valuable cannons and other weaponry. Children found out
that one of the ways we know about Jacques’ story is because he appeared as a witness
in a court case against his employer, thus becoming the first Black person to give
testimony in an English court. Inspired by Jacques’ exciting job and watching a video
of a virtual shipwreck, Year 1 worked collaboratively to create a beautiful collage
underwater scene and Year 2 wrote fabulous shared poems.
Jacques Francis was from a long
time ago but he’s in our books
We know Jacques
today. Historians have written
Francis existed because
about him.
he had to go to court.
Eli
Maya

Year 1
Jacques Francis was
famous. He was a diver
so he could find treasure
and sunken ships in the
water.
Sophia S

Year 2

Jacques Francis tried to save the Mary Rose. But there are
no pictures of him today because people didn’t have cameras
then and because he was Black he hasn’t been drawn or
painted as much as he should have been.
Alessa

Jacques Frances lived
on the west coast of
Africa. He lived next to
the warm ocean water
which was the perfect
place to practise diving!
Iris

Y2’s
shared
poems

Year 3 and Year 4 explored the lives of two Black Tudor women: Cattelena of Almondsbury and Mary
Fillis. As an ‘independent singlewoman’ living in a rural village, Cattelena made her living from selling spare
milk, or cheese and butter to her neighbours from her most expensive possession: a cow. Having arrived in
England from Africa as a young child, Mary Fillis was a seamstress who converted to Christianity; she was
likely a prominent and respectable woman in Tudor society, where skin colour was less important than
religion and class. In order to answer the question ‘If there are no portraits of Mary and Cattelena, how do
we know they existed?’, children looked at the primary historical sources which tell us about these women’s
lives. They then drew their own portraits of these remarkable women!

Year 3

Black Tudor
women did lots
of different
jobs. Some
were servants
or worked on a
farm and
others were
seamstresses
like Mary
Fillis.
Ilia

Ceanna,
Freddie, Niall
& Phoebe

We know about people who lived in the
past through diary entries, newspaper
reports and family records. We know
about Mary Fillis because there is a
record of her being baptised!
David

Year 4

I think that there were not portraits done of Tudor women like
Mary and Cattelena because they were Black but also because
they were women and not considered important enough to have
their portrait painted.
Ceanna

We have drawn what we think the black Tudor women
would have looked like because we don’t know for sure.
There's no real pictures of them so we had to use our
imaginations!
Demi
We know that Cattelena of Almondsbury existed because
of the list of her belongings that was made after she died.
The list included her cow which she used to make money.
Osman

Year 5 and Year 6 delved into the exciting life of Diego, the
trusted assistant of famous Tudor circumnavigator Sir
Francis Drake. They learnt that Drake met Diego in Panama,
where he was enslaved by the Spanish. After he helped the
English explorer to steal a fortune in treasure from his
captors, Diego joined Drake on his return voyage to England
and subsequently sailed with him around the world, proving
himself to be a valuable asset as a translator and negotiator.
After reading a fictional extract from Miranda Kaufmann’s
book ‘Black Tudors: An Untold Story’, children wrote their
own imaginary account of one of Diego and Drake’s real-life
dramatic adventures - the Attack on Mocha Isle.

Year 5

Diego escaped his Spanish masters to run
away with Sir Francis Drake. As they were
sailing around the world, they stopped at
Mocha Island but it went wrong when Diego
accidentally spoke Spanish to the islanders
and offended them. They hated the
Spanish so they attacked the crew and Sir
Francis Drake and Diego were both injured.
Diego died from his wounds about a year
later.
Constant
Arjun

Sinead wrote:
When we arrived on the island in search of food, there was a campfire and a large group of men sat down
chanting. It seemed like they were taking part in some sort of ceremony. Before I knew it, they were tying
my hands to a stick. “Stop!” I shouted in Spanish. They glared at me… I didn’t know what I had done to upset
them. They grabbed their weapons, attempting to attack but I ran. I ran and ran as if I were a mouse being
chased by a hungry cat.
My head was throbbing and everything was spinning. My arm was in so much pain. I woke up dazed a few
hours later on the deck of the boat. I knew I needed to get home… but how?

Year 6

Even though there are portraits of
Sir Francis Drake, no portraits of
Diego exist. However, we know
about him because of notes that
were kept in the ship’s log.
Celeste
Some historians believe that one of
the people represented on the
Drake Jewel (given by Queen
Elizabeth I to Sir Francis Drake)
could be Diego himself.
Ismail

Jemima wrote:
I tried to run and hide in the ship. Arrows were flying everywhere and I could hear shots and screams ringing
in my ears. I yelled that we should not fight back but Drake ignored me. Then - a piercing pain so strong I
wanted to scream. Another, then another. Soon it felt like my body was on fire. Then darkness.
Jack wrote:
So that is how I got into this predicament and I’m not sure how I’ll get out of it, but whether it’s a dark or
bright future, at least I’ll be remembered because of this log. But still my wounds ache with pain and I fear
my death will come soon. Goodbye. See you in the other world.

Y3

Year 3 trip to Deptford Creekside Centre

I wish we could come
here every day!
River
I loved the feeling of the
water pushing against the
waders I was wearing. It
was surprisingly strong at
some points!
Natalia

My favourite part was looking at the
river after we had walked in it. It was
so cool to see the river at high tide and
knowing that there was no way we could
stand in it now!
Sajad

This
really
was the
best
trip
ever!
Harvey

Year 4 trip to Deptford Creekside Centre

It was so much fun walking
in the water using our big
sticks to help us. I liked it
when we raced the two
rubber ducks to see how
fast the water was
travelling - I wanted Scuba
Duck to win and he did!
Vivek

I loved it when we
used the nets to
catch the river
wildlife. We caught
tadpoles, leeches,
clams, a prawn, a
Chinese mitten
crab… I even
caught a fish but it
just wanted to be
back in the water!
Ada

We saw all sorts of things in the
water as we walked. Besides rocks
and the river wildlife, there were
man-made things that people had
dumped in the water. The most
unusual thing I found was a
computer keyboard!
Mimi
It’s shocking to think that people
have been throwing things in the
river for hundreds of years.
Ben

Year 2 trip to
Mudchute Park
and Farm
I loved feeding the
animals - there were
sheep, pigs, cows and
even donkeys!
Raif
We got to meet George the
pig! I learnt that male pigs
are called boars.
Billy

I was surprised
because I learnt that
pigs are incredibly
clean animals!
Reina

Some sheep on
the farm had
longer horns
than others
which showed us
they were male.
Lachlan

Diary Dates
2022-23 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich. The school
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
●
INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
●
INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
●
INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023
A comprehensive list of dates for the Autumn Term and key dates for the school year can be found on our
website: 2021-22 Term Dates. Please find below a copy of the dates for the next five weeks.
Year 6 parent/carers:
The closing date for secondary applications is 31st October 2022. If you would like to speak to Jo or
Jane about this, please contact the school office to arrange an appointment or speak to one of us on the
playground.
Nursery and Reception parents/carers:
Please speak to your child’s teacher or email the school office if you would like to join the autumn
walk to Greenwich Park next week.

Week beginning
17th October

Wednesday 19th October

Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

Thursday 20th October

Nursery and Reception Autumn walk to Greenwich Park
in the morning

Thursday 20th October

Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm

Friday 21st October

Year 4 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Half Term: Monday 24th October 2022 - Friday 28th October 2022
Week beginning
31st October

Week beginning
7th November

Week beginning
14th November

Monday 31st October

Children return to school

Wednesday 2nd November

Year 5 trip to the Maritime Museum

Thursday 3rd November

Year 6 trip to the Maritime Museum

Friday 4th November

Year 2 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Wednesday 9th November

Year 1 London sightseeing tour on the Thames Clipper

Thursday 10th November

Nursery and Reception local walk in the morning

Friday 11th November

Year 1 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Wednesday 16th November

Year 4 Greenwich Lantern Parade - after school

Thursday 17th November

Year 2 London sightseeing tour on the Thames Clipper

Friday 18th November

Children in Need Pudsey Day

