
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 21st October 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

Regardless of the turbulence and uncertainty in the world of politics right now, school has felt a very 
settled and happy place this week!  When I ventured into Year 6 this afternoon, the whole class were 
enthusiastically learning the song ‘Happy’ by Pharrell Williams.  Indeed, I have been struck by how much 
singing is filling the whole school lately.  As a result of a new music programme, Charanga, introduced 
across lots of Greenwich schools, children are learning a wide range of songs which many parents have 
appreciated during class assemblies.  In fact, I was informed by one parent that her daughter has 
taught her two school songs recently - it’s great to hear the curriculum has reached beyond the school 
gates and into children’s homes!  Jane has uploaded two singing videos to Google Classroom: one of Year 
1 - Year 6 children singing in assembly and the other of our KS2 school choir performing a song.  The 
choir can look forward to performing at the O2 in January and the rest of the school to singing in their 
Christmas Performances in December (dates emailed home and on the website.)

It has been a busy half term with much learning taking place and lots of visitors coming to see us, 
including Ofsted (I will send you a copy of the final report as soon as I receive it).  To enrich the 
curriculum, many trips have taken place and, to celebrate children’s learning, lots of joyful class 
assemblies have taken place.  Whilst it was a shame that heavy rain led to the postponement of the 
Reception and Nursery autumn walk this week, the children did have fun exploring the school grounds.

It was lovely to see so many parents at Parents’ Evenings this week.  If you have not yet had a chance 
to meet with your child’s teacher, please contact them to arrange a mutually convenient time.  I have 
been busy splitting my time between Meridian and Robert Owen schools and have got to know the 
footpaths and roads between them very well!  Thank you for your ongoing support.

And finally… we hope that your children have a lovely half term holiday.  We look forward to seeing all 
our families again when we reopen on Monday 31st October.

Best wishes,
Jo 
Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher

P.S. A gentle reminder to all Year 6 parents to complete their child’s secondary school admission form.  
The deadline is Monday 31st October 2022.



In our final week exploring the theme of ‘hidden figures’ in 
Black British history, children travelled back in time 
almost two thousand years to learn about Black people who 
lived in Britain during the time of the Roman Empire.

What have our children been learning 
about in the last week of 

Black History Month? 

The Severan Tondo 
from circa 200 AD

Nursery and Reception found out about 
Septimius Severus, the first African emperor 
of Rome.  They studied pictures of statues, 
coins and an original painting which tell us that 
he existed and show what he looked like.  
Having learnt that Emperor Severus was very 
good at giving speeches, children took turns to 
bravely get up in front of the class and make 
their own speech.  Nursery practised asking 
clear questions, and Reception tried to 
persuade their friends to join in with their 
favourite games!

Nursery

Can you come with me?
KateCan I have a 

go please?
Maxi

Please can I 
have it?
Nia

Reception When you play Bingo, you 
will learn numbers!
Samuel

You must play the game and not 
spoil it. Then it will be really 
fun.
Yianna

If you want to play, there must 
be no cheating!
Hadley



Year 1 and Year 2 also explored the life of Septimius Severus, the first 
African emperor of Rome.  They found out where he was born and where he 
died, and reflected on the job he had to do ruling the entire Roman Empire.  
After learning that Severus became emperor because he was such a good 
orator, children were keen to demonstrate their own skills in public speaking.  
They planned their own speeches about Meridian and delivered these with 
great confidence to their classes!

We know that Emperor Severus was alive 
because there are statues and coins of him - 
he was very famous!
Naomi

Meridian Primary School is the best school in Greenwich because we have the 
best History lessons and learn exciting things!
Sean

Emperor Severus was born in Libya 
which is in Africa but he also went 
to Rome and England. I would be 
tired if I was in charge of all of 
those countries!
Max

He was in charge of lots 
of soldiers. 
Cyrus

He died in York which is 
in England.
Oran

He was 
good at 
speeches.
Margot

Meridian Primary School is the 
best because the teachers are kind 
and the Green Garden is fun.
Memphis

Our school is the best 
because the children 
are nice. 
Art

Year 1

Year 2

Emperor Severus ruled the Roman 
Empire. That meant he was in charge 
of Europe, the north part of Africa 
and Britain.
Martha

Severus was a great orator 
which means he was good at 
making speeches.
Alp

He came to Britain because he 
wanted to conquer more land!
Blaise



Year 3 and Year 4 learnt that the first recorded group of Black 
people living in Britain were soldiers in the Roman army.  The 
Aurelian Moors were stationed at Hadrian’s Wall in the north of 
England which was where the Roman Empire ended.  Children used 
atlases and Google Maps to locate Hadrian’s Wall and even 
managed to work out just how far the Aurelian Moors had had to 
travel there from their homes in the north of Africa!  After 
learning about one of Emperor Severus’ campaigns to expand the 
empire past the wall, children watched a BBC animation about a 
Roman family in Britain (History KS2: Life in Roman Britain 
(animation) - BBC Teach ) and discussed the role enslaved people 
played during Roman times.

Severus had a 
really strong 
army and was 
then named 
emperor. I 
wonder if he 
would have 
still been 
named 
emperor if the 
people before 
him hadn't 
been killed?
Alex

Severus 
fought 
against 
the Picts 
who were 
the 
people 
who lived 
in 
Scotland. 
Robbie

It showed the 
boundary and 
edge of the 
Roman Empire.
River

The Aurelian Moors were people who 
came all the way from the north of 
Africa to guard the boundary to make 
sure no one invaded!
Natalia

The Aurelian Moors are significant 
people in history because they are 
the first recorded group of Black 
people living in Britain.
David

We looked on Google Maps and found 
out that the north of Africa is 
approximately 2,000  miles away from 
Hadrian’s Wall. They had to travel 
such a long way to get there!
Niall

Year 3

Hadrian’s Wall was built to show the 
border between northern England and 
Scotland and the rest of England.
Phoebe

Year 4

In the Roman period it didn't matter what 
colour skin you had - both Black and white 
people could be rich or they could be 
slaves. 
Sephy

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-roman-britain-animation/zvdc8xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-roman-britain-animation/zvdc8xs


Year 5 and Year 6 were fascinated to explore how the 
discoveries of two ancient skeletons have told us so much 
about the role Black people played in Roman society.  They 
found out about ‘Ivory Bangle Lady’, whose remains were 
discovered in York in 1901, and ‘Beachy Head Lady’, who was 
found in East Sussex in the 1950s.  Having learnt about the 
scientific methods through which archaeologists have been 
able to identify that both of these women originated from 
sub-Saharan Africa, children carefully studied pictures of the 
objects they were found buried with in order to make 
inferences about their social status.

Beachy Head Lady had very good teeth! She 
also must have had a lot of money because 
when her remains were found, there were no 
signs showing that she had done any hard 
work.
Areli

Ivory Bangle Lady must have been rich. She 
wore glass jewellery which means she was 
into fashion trends. Archaeologists also 
found a plaque which tells us she was a 
Christian.
Zayd

Ivory Bangle Lady also showed no signs of 
hard work which means she could have come 
from a background of high social status.
Maison

Year 5

Facial reconstructions of 
Beachy Head Lady and 

Ivory Bangle Lady

Archeologists can find certain chemicals in the teeth of 
skeletons and this shows what they would have eaten and 
where in the world they might be from because of that.
Auguste

We can’t know 
everything for 
sure about the 
lives of Black 
people in Roman 
times because 
we can only build 
part of the 
jigsaw puzzle 
with the clues 
we have. 
However, we do 
know that they 
moved around 
the Roman 
Empire more 
than people 
thought before.
Max

Beachy Head Lady and 
Ivory Bangle Lady could 
have been important in 
Roman times because we 
can work out they had a 
lot of money. They’re 
definitely important now 
because they are proof 
that Black people existed 
in all parts of Roman 
society.
Urte

Year 6



Poppy Appeal 2022

Thank you for supporting this year’s Poppy Appeal.  As well as stick on poppies, there are a 
number of poppy themed items available with suggested donation prices alongside the images.  If 
you would like to purchase one of these items for your child, please send the money to school in a 
sealed envelope and at a suitable time during the school day, they will be brought to the office by 
a member of staff to choose their poppy product.  Poppies for your lapel will be available to buy in 
the playground at the start and end of the school day up to Friday 11th November.  All monies 
raised will go to the Royal British Legion.

The poppy is a well-known and well-established symbol, one that carries a 
wealth of history and meaning with it. Wearing a poppy is still a very 
personal choice, reflecting individual experiences and personal memories.

During WW1, much of the fighting took place in Western Europe. The 
countryside was blasted, bombed and fought over repeatedly. Previously 
beautiful landscapes turned to mud; bleak and barren scenes where little or 
nothing could grow.  There was a notable and striking exception to the 
bleakness - the bright red Flanders poppies. These resilient flowers 
flourished in the middle of so much chaos and destruction, growing in the 
thousands upon thousands.

Find out more about the Poppy Appeal here: Poppy Appeal | Armed Forces 
Charity | Royal British Legion

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal


Join our AGM Zoom Meeting using this link  
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRS
b2JOU0VETkxrQT09
Meeting ID: 573 938 0430 Passcode: 2LdCxg

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09


Places are limited so please book yours through your class rep

 or email fromsgroup@gmail.com 

mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com


Find out more about FROMS at our AGM  - Tuesday 8th November at 7pm on Zoom
Join our Zoom Meeting using this link:  
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
Meeting ID: 573 938 0430 Passcode: 2LdCxg

FROMS Fundraising Events Diary Date

Arts for School Project
Children’s Christmas artwork is sent home with an order code and website address so that 
parents can order Christmas cards, wrapping paper, tote bags and mugs with their 
children’s art on. A percentage of all sales goes to FROMS.

•Artwork sent home on 10th November
•Order your products by 23rd 
November
•Products ordered sent home from 
12th December

Wine Tasting @ Theatre of Wine
Sample a range of amazing wines and stock up for Christmas. A percentage of ticket and 
wine sales goes to FROMS. Please book tickets via your class reps or send an email to 
fromsgroup@gmail.com 

•25th November

PJ & Popcorn Parties
An after school event offered to all on a pay what you can/if you can basis, with a 
suggested donation of £3. Children can change into PJs, bring a cushion and blanket and 
get a bag of popcorn and drink of squash while watching a film. More details to follow 
after half term.

•Year 1 - Year 3: Thursday 17th 
November
•Nursery and Reception: Tuesday 22nd 
November
•Year 4 - Year 6: Thursday 24th 
November

Conran Estates corporate sponsorship of the Christmas Fair
FROMS invite parents and carers to have  Conran estate agency boards promoting the 
fair outside their homes to raise £25 per board for FROMS. Please let your class rep 
know if you are happy to have a board or send an email to fromsgroup@gmail.com 

•3-4 weeks from mid-November

Christmas Fair
FROMS organise all the non-Enterprise Week stalls including refreshments, craft and 
games stalls. We will need lots of volunteers to help make this event a success - please let 
your class rep know if you can help in any way.

•Friday 2nd December after school

Christmas Window Walk – Map & Sweet Bag Sales
On sale at the Christmas Fair or order via your class rep.

•3rd December – 1st January

Christmas Coin Challenge
Each class has a  bottle to collect coins. Copper adds to the total and silver subtracts. 
Bottles will be available every morning at drop off and  during the Christmas Performance 
refreshments. On the last day of term, every child gets 1 copper coin (1p) and 1 silver coin 
(5p) to put in a bottle of their choice. In exchange, children will receive a chocolate gold 
coin and/or a sticker. The class with the highest total wins a prize!

•12th December – 16th December

Christmas Performance Raffles KS1 & KS2
FROMS organise the raffle at the Christmas Performances. Monies raised from the 
raffle and programme sales go direct to school funds.
Any raffle prize donations welcome!

•KS1 14th December
•KS2 15th December

Santa rooftop landing & classroom Christmas presents •December - date TBC, subject to 
Santa availability!

FROMS ‘Christmas Party in a Box’ per class
FROMS class reps organise a party in the box for each class on the last day of term.

•16th December

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5739380430?pwd=bm5hKy9GQXFXTDRSb2JOU0VETkxrQT09
mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com
mailto:fromsgroup@gmail.com


Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:

● INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

A comprehensive list of dates for the Autumn Term and key dates for the school year can be found on our 
website: 2021-22 Term Dates.   Please find below a copy of the dates for the next five weeks.

Half Term: Monday 24th October 2022 - Friday 28th October 2022
School closed

Week beginning 
31st October

Monday 31st October Children return to school

Wednesday 2nd November Year 5 trip to the Maritime Museum

Thursday 3rd November Year 6 trip to the Maritime Museum

Friday 4th November Year 2 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning 
7th November

Wednesday 9th November Year 1 London sightseeing tour on the Thames Clipper

Thursday 10th November Nursery and Reception local walk in the morning

Friday 11th November Year 1 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning 
14th November

Wednesday 16th November Year 4 Greenwich Lantern Parade - after school

Thursday 17th November Year 2 London sightseeing tour on the Thames Clipper

Friday 18th November Children in Need Pudsey Day

Week beginning 
21st November

Tuesday 22nd November Nursery Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 3 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Wednesday 23rd November Reception Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 1 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Thursday 24th November Year 4 Curriculum Open Morning 9:05am
Year 5 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Friday 25th November Year 2 Curriculum Open Morning 9:05am
Year 6 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates




More information about what’s on at Quaggy Children’s Centre can be found here:
Bookings - Quaggy Development Trust

https://quaggydevelopmenttrust.org/activity-posters/





